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One of the most popular and extensive forms of eighteenth-century
literature, the voyage-narrative, receives in this new study its first full
treatment. It illustrates the very wide variety of published and
unpublished material in this field, from self-satisfied official accounts
to the little-known narratives of victims of the press-gang. There are
names to conjure with: it includes a survey of writings about the
Pacific — including Cook’s voyages and Bligh and the Bounty; there is
a major new study of William Dampier, studies of writings about the
slave-trade, accounts of passengers — including Fielding and Mary
Wollstonecraft, and autobiographies of seamen. This is a book about
writing, rather than exploration and adventure, dealing with the
devious routes from the actuality of experience to the production of
self-serving narratives. While there are no new literary masterpieces
to uncover, there are many new writers revealed, re-creating their
adventures in narratives of great energy, vitality and interest, within
the context of a century of British competitive sea-going imperialism.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521604265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521604265 - The Story of the Voyage: Sea-Narratives in Eighteenth-Century England - Philip
Edwards

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY
ENGLISH LITERATURE AND THOUGHT

General editors:  Dr HOWARD ERSKINE-HILL LITT. D., FBA Pembroke College, Cambridge
and Professor JOHN RICHETTI, University of Pennsylvania

Editorial board Morris Brownell, University of Nevada
Leopold Damrosch, Harvard University
J. Paul Hunter, University of Chicago
Isobel Grundy, University of Alberta
Lawrence Lipking, Northwestern University
Harold Love, Monash University
Claude Rawson, Yale University
Pat Rogers, University of South Florida
James Sambrook, University of Southampton

Some recent titles

15 Famuly and the Law in Eighteenth-Century Fiction:
The Public Conscience in the Private Sphere
by John P. Zomchick

16 Crime and Defoe: A New Kind of Writing
by Lincoln B. Faller

17 Literary Transmission and Authority: Dryden and other Writers
edited by Earl Miner and Jennifer Brady

18  Plots and Counterplots:
Sexual Politics and the Body Politic in English Literature 1660-1730
by Richard Braverman

19 The Eighteenth-Century Hymn in England
by Donald Davie

20 Swift’s Politics: A Study in Disaffection
by Ian Higgins

21 Writing and the Rise of Finance:
Capital Satires of the Early Eighteenth Century
by Colin Nicholson

22 Locke, Literary Criticism, and Philosophy
by William Walker

23 Poetry and Jacobite Politics in Eighteenth-Century Britain and Ireland
by Murray G. H. Pittock

A complete list of books in this series is given at the end of the volume.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521604265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521604265 - The Story of the Voyage: Sea-Narratives in Eighteenth-Century England - Philip
Edwards

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY
ENGLISH LITERATURE AND THOUGHT 24

The story of the voyage

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521604265
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

0521604265 - The Story of the Voyage: Sea-Narratives in Eighteenth-Century England - Philip
Edwards

Frontmatter

More information

i e A

VOYAGE+w

SO TRE ’

SOUTH-SEAS,

In the YEARS 1740-I.

CONTAINING,

A faithful NarraTive of the Lofs of his Majefty’s "
Ship the # AG E R on a defolate Ifland in the Latitude 47
South, Longitude 81:40 Welt: With the Proceedings and .
Condué of the Officers and Crew, and the Hardfhips they en- -«
dured in the faid Ifland for the Space of five Months ; their
bold Attempt for Liberty, in Coafting the Southern Part of
the vaft Region of Patagenia; fetting out with upwards of
Eighty Souls in their Boats ; the Lols of the Cutter; their
Pafiage through the Streights of Mage/lar; an Account cf
their Manner of living in the Voyaﬁ on Seals, Wild Horfes, -
Dogs, &¢. and the incredible Hardfhips they frequently un-
derwent for Want of Food of any Kind ; a Delcription of |
the feveral Places where they touch'd in the Streights of ¥
Magellar, with an Account of the Inhabitants, &'¢. and their
fafe Arrival to the Brazil, after failing one thoufand Leagues
in a Long-Boat; their Reception from the Portuguefe; an_ .
Account of the Difturbances at Rio Grand ; their Arrival at’ &
Rio Faneiro; their Paffage and Ufage on Board a Portuzuefe
Ship to Liffon; and their Return to Exgland.

Interfperfed with many entertaining and curious Obfervations,
not taken Notice of by Sir Fobn Narborsugh, or any other
Journalift.

The Whole compiled by Perfons concerned in the Facls related,
v I

Sobn Bulkeley and Jobn Cummins,

Late Gunner and Carpenter of the WAGER,

.

Reld avere the Men wobo on the Ocean firfi

Spread the rew Sasls, wben Ship-cvreck wvas the wworft :

More Dangers Now from Man alone wwe find, -

Tbar fran the Rocks, the Billaws, and the Witde ~ WALLER,

: b th 2 Ni'l GoldensLign in I
inted for Roginson, Publither, at the Go in *u{a-._
Erbane l:m: M.ncc.;uu. %

i [ Price Bound Three Shillings and Six-pence.]

A Vopage to the South-Seas. Title-page of the account by Bulkeley and Cummins of the wreck of
the Wager, 1743.
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Preface

This book owes much to the Hakluyt Society, whose publications have
been indispensable. I am grateful to the editors past and present whose
work I have used, and to the Society for permission to use copyright
material. T also have to thank Mr T. Beaglehole for permission to quote
from J. C. Beaglehole’s edition of Cook’s journals, published by the
Hakluyt Society.

For permission to make quotations from other works, I am grateful to
Dr John C. Dann of the Clements Library, University of Michigan ( Jacob
Nagle’s diary); Mr Graham Slater of the Epworth Press (John Newton’s
journal); the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation (John Harrower’s
journal); Messrs Routledge (Nicholas Owen’s journal); the Banner of
Truth Trust (George Whitefield’s journal); Oxford University Press
(Elizabeth Wynne’s diary). Quotations from Joseph Banks’s journals are
from the edition by J.C. Beaglehole published in 1962 by the State Library
of New South Wales.

In quoting from books published in the eighteenth century I have with
very few exceptions used the original editions (sometimes the second if the
first was not available). Sources of quotations are listed in the footnotes
under short-titles which are given in full in the Bibliography.

There are a great many names of ships in The Story of the Voyage, and I
have followed the precedent of my earlier book, Last Voyages, in not using
italics for them. The convention of printing ships’ names in italics seems to
me a curious hangover from the eighteenth century, when commonly all
proper names were put in italics. We rightly put the names of books in
italics, because book-titles can get confused with the surrounding text
(‘She was fond of the wind in the willows’). But we do not put the names of
places or people in italics. Is the name of a ship like the name of a place or
person, or like a book-title? Decidedly the former, in my opinion.

Most of the work for this book has been done in the British Library, the
London Library, and the University of Liverpool Library. I am grateful to
the staff of these institutions for their help, particularly to Katy Hooper,
the Special Collections Librarian at Liverpool. My thanks go also to John
Smith, Cumbria County Librarian, and Harry Fancy, Whitehaven

1X
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X Preface

Museum Curator, for aiding my work on John Roach. I am grateful to my
colleague Paul Hair, and to Margaret Wilkes of the National Library of
Scotland, for helpful replies to queries. The British Academy helped my
work by a grant to assist working in London libraries.

I should also like to thank the University of Otago in New Zealand, for
it was during a visiting professorship there in 1980 that, in the intervals of
lecturing on Shakespeare, I began to explore eighteenth-century voyage-
narratives. Finally, my warmest thanks to Howard Erskine-Hill for
encouraging me to write this book, and for his support on a number of
occasions when I needed it.

Kendal
August 1993
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