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The first comprehensive study of rituals in early modern Europe, this
new and expanded edition argues that between about 1400 and 1700 a
revolution in ritual theory took place that utterly transformed concepts
about time, the body, and the presence of spiritual forces in the world.
Edward Muir draws on extensive historical research to emphasize the
persistence of traditional Christian ritual practices even as educated
elites attempted to privilege reason over passion, textual interpretation
over ritual action, and moral rectitude over gaining access to super-
natural powers. Edward Muir discusses wide-ranging themes such as
rites of passage, carnivalesque festivity, the rise of manners, Protestant
and Catholic Reformations, and the alleged anti-Christian rituals of Jews
and witches. The new edition examines the impact on the European
understanding of ritual from the discoveries of new civilizations in the
Americas and missionary efforts in China and adds more material about
rituals peculiar to women.
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Series editors
W I L L I A M B E I K Emory University
T . C . W . B L A N N I N G Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge

New Approaches to European History is an important textbook series,
which provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and
problems in European history since the Renaissance. Written at a level
and length accessible to advanced school students and undergraduates,
each book in the series addresses topics or themes that students of
European history encounter daily: the series embraces both some of
the more “traditional” subjects of study, and those cultural and social
issues to which increasing numbers of school and college courses are
devoted. A particular effort is made to consider the wider international
implications of the subject under scrutiny.

To aid the student reader scholarly apparatus and annotation is light,
but each work has full supplementary bibliographies and notes for fur-
ther reading: where appropriate chronologies, maps, diagrams and other
illustrative material are also provided.

For a list of titles published in the series, please see end of book.
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