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Arthur Penn’s Bonnie and Clyde

Few films in the history of American cinema caused
more intense critical discussion and greater emotional debate
than Arthur Penn’s Bonnie and Clyde. This provocative portrayal
of Depression-era life on the run, delivered with visual panache
and a hip sensibility, ushered in what came to be categorized as
“the New American Cinema.” Focusing on a story set in the
1930s, yet clearly fashioned to resonate with the countercultural
tenor of the 1960s, the film remains compelling for today’s view-
ers by virtue of its central love story and inevitable tragedy, its
subversive statement and its sympathetic connection to the
communal impulse. This volume includes freshly commissioned
essays by leading scholars of Arthur Penn’s work, as well as con-
tributions from Penn himself and scriptwriter David Newman.
They analyze the cultural history, technical brilliance, visual
strategies, and violent imagery that marked Bonnie and Clyde as
a significant turning point in American cinema.

Lester D. Friedman teaches humanities at the SUNY Health Sci-
ence Center and film at Syracuse University. He writes about
multicultural issues, medical humanities, British film and cul-
ture, and American cinema.
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CAMBRIDGE FILM HANDBOOKS SERIES

General Editor
Andrew Horton, University of Oklahoma, Normal

Each CAMBRIDGE FILM HANDBOOK contains essays by leading film
scholars and critics that focus on a single film from a variety of
theoretical, critical, and contextual perspectives. This “prism” ap-
proach is designed to give students and general readers valuable
background and insight into the cinematic, artistic, cultural, and
sociopolitical importance of selected films. It is also intended to help
readers grasp the nature of critical and theoretical discourse on cin-
ema as an art form, a visual medium, and a cultural project. Filmog-
raphies and select bibliographies are included to aid readers in their
own exploration of the film under consideration.
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Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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For Rae-Ellen
Who Brought Back the Light
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Matthew Bernstein (Emory University) teaches film
studies and directs the graduate program at Emory University.
He is the author of Walter Wanger: Hollywood Independent and
the coeditor of Visions of the East: Orientalism in Film. His reviews
and articles have appeared in a variety of books and journals,
including Wide Angle and Film Quarterly. With the urban histo-
rian Dana White, he is currently researching a history of movie-
going across the color line in Atlanta.

Steven Alan Carr (Indiana University and Purdue
University at Fort Wayne) teaches courses in film, mass media,
and interactive multimedia. His book The Hollywood Question,
which explores the accusation of Jewish control over Hollywood,
is forthcoming from Cambridge University Press. His article on
The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour won first place in the 1991
Society for Cinema Studies essay contest and was subsequently
published in Cinema Journal.

Diane Carson (St. Louis Community College at Mer-
amec) teaches film studies/production and is coeditor of two
recent anthologies, Shared Differences: Multicultural Media and

Xi
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Practical Pedagogy and Multiple Voices in Feminist Film Criticism.
She worked on the award-winning documentary Remembering
Bonnie and Clyde (1994). Her other areas of interest include the
pedagogy of film instruction and the development of Asian stud-
ies curriculum.

Lester D. Friedman (SUNY, Health Science Center
and Syracuse University) teaches medical humanities, multicul-
turalism, British cinema, and American narrative film. His most
recent books include American-Jewish Directors (coauthor), Fires
Were Started: British Film and Thatcher, and Unspeakable Images:
Ethnicity and American Film. Currently, he is completing a book
on Steven Spielberg.

Liora Moriel (University of Maryland) is a graduate
student. Since the original release of Bonnie and Clyde, she has
been a feminist and lesbian activist in Israel, as well as a world-
traveling photojournalist, singer-songwriter, and teacher. Two of
her songs are featured in David Sigal’s short film Conception.

David Newman (scriptwriter) started his professional
career at Esquire magazine (where he co-created the “Dubious
Achievement Awards”’) and went on to a distinguished career as
a writer for theater productions and films. He has been nomi-
nated for the Academy Award and won the New York Film Crit-
ics Award, the National Society of Film Critics Award, and three
Writers Guild of America awards for various screenplays (several
coauthored with Robert Benton, several with Leslie Newman,
and several that he wrote solo). In addition to the one he wrote
for Bonnie and Clyde, his scripts include What’s Up Doc?, Bad
Company, and Superman, the Movie.

Arthur Penn (director) began his career in live tele-
vision and eventually directed shows for The Colgate Comedy
Hour, The Philco-Goodyear Playhouse, and Playhouse 90. Penn has
directed both Broadway shows and Hollywood films, and his
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illustrious career has spanned four decades (see Filmography).
He also created the Actors’ Studio Free Theater in New York City,
an organization devoted to presenting plays out of the commer-
cial mainstream, and currently serves as its director.

Stephen Prince (Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University) has written Movies and Meanings: An Introduction
to Film and Sam Peckinpah’s The Wild Bunch; he is also the editor
of Visions of Empire: Political Imagery in Contemporary American
Film and The Warrior’s Camera: The Cinema of Akira Kurosawa.
Currently he serves as book editor for Cinema Quarterly.
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The oft-quoted cliché reminds us that ‘“‘success has
many parents, but failure is an orphan.” So it is with this an-
thology. Over the time that it has taken me to assemble this
volume, I have been blessed with the good fortune to work with
a roster of generous and talented contributors from various aca-
demic institutions. Several have collaborated with me previ-
ously, and I take their willingness to do so again as a high
compliment; others are sharing their thoughts and energy with
me for the first time on this project. All have functioned far
beyond the expected professional parameters, and their enthu-
siastic exchange of ideas with each other has turned this book
into a truly collaborative experience. To all of you, I express my
thanks for your professional patience, your personal kindness,
and your individual perseverance.

In addition to the work of these colleagues, this book is graced
by the articles written by Arthur Penn and David Newman. Both
men deserve our gratitude. Many of the writers in this collection
called upon either Arthur or David (and sometimes upon both)
to answer a specific question, to verify a particular fact, or just to
listen to their ideas. While certainly not agreeing with all that
they heard, both men generously gave of their time and even
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the “boys.” Anne Sanow took over the project at a formative
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