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IDEAS IN CONTEXT 48

EARLY MODERN LIBERALISM

Early modern liberalism rediscovers an important phase in the
development of liberal thought. Despite the fact that “liber-
alism” as a term was not applied to political thought or political
parties in England until late in the eighteenth century, Annabel
Patterson argues that its central ideas were formulated by
seventeenth-century English writers in defiance of their society’s
norms, and then transmitted to the American colonies. The
author is particularly concerned with the means and agents of
transmission, with those who ensured that the liberal canon
would be preserved, expanded, republished and dispersed; for
example, the eighteenth-century philanthropist Thomas Hollis,
among whose heroes were Milton, Marvell, Locke and
Algernon Sidney. Important recipients of this tradition were
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams. Framed by chapters on
Hollis and Adams, this book shows what early modern liberals
had in common and thereby reopens, with a contemporary
twist, the transatlantic conversation that began in the seven-
teenth century.
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The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions
and of related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that
were generated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within
the contemporary frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed
studies of the evolution of such traditions, and their modification by
different audiences, it is hoped that a new picture will form of the
development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By this means, artificial
distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various sciences, of
society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.
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