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During the final years of the apartheid eraand the subsequent
transition to democracy, South African literary writing caught the
world’s attention as never before. Writers responded to the changing
political situation and its daily impact on the country’s inhabitants
with works that recorded or satirized state-enforced racism, explored
the possibilities of resistance and rebuilding, and creatively addressed
the vexed question of literature’s relation to politics and ethics.
Writing South Africa offers a window on the literary activity of this
extraordinary period that conveys its range (going well beyond a
handful of world-renowned names) and its significance for anyone
interested in the impact of decolonization and democratization on
the cultural sphere. Essays by leading commentators based in South
Africa, Britain, and North America are brought together for the first
time with discussions by some of the most distinguished South
African novelists, poets, and dramatists of our time: André Brink,
Miriam Tlali, Mongane Wally Serote, Elleke Boehmer, Lewis Nkosi,
Zo& Wicomb, Peter Horn, Zakes Mda, and Maishe Maponya.
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of South Africa, 1996) and Reinventing a Continent (Secker & Warburg,
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from Cervantes to Calvino, is due in 1997.
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Member of Parliament for the North East Rand Area. He is the author
of numerous publications, both fiction and poetry. His most recent work,
a long poem entitled Dinouts, is due in 1997.

MIR1AM TLALI lives both in Hlotse, Lesotho and in Soweto. She is the first
black woman to have published a novel in South Africa — Besween Two
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She is currently co-authoring a book on the women of Soweto with
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DENNIs WALDER is Head of Literature at the Open University (UK). He
is a Capetonian, and was educated at the Universities of Cape Town and
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literature. Author of the first book-length study of Athol Fugard
(Macmillan, 1984), he has also edited Fugard’s Zownskip Plays (Oxford
University Press, 1993), and is currently completing a book on Post-
Colonial Literatures: Theory and Practice, for Basil Blackwell.

ZoE WicoMB was born in South Africa, and now teaches in the Department
of English Studies at the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow. She is the
author of You Can’t Get Lost in Cape Town (Virago, 1988), and stories in
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published a number of articles on South African culture.
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Full references to South African literary works in English of the period
1970—1995 are given in the select bibliography at the end of the volume.
Full references to other literary works cited, and to critical works cited,
are given at the end of each chapter. Wherever possible, references
within chapters are given by author’s name and an abbreviated title.
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South Africa 1970-1996: A chronology

1970 Nelson Mandela and other African National Congress (ANC)
leaders have been in prison since 1963. B. J. Vorster has been Prime
Minister of South Africa since the assassination of Hendrik
Verwoerd in 1966. The Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) s
gaining strength. Several neighbouring states have been granted
independence.

1971 Formation of the Black People’s Convention (BPC).

1973 Widespread strikes by black workers; formation of independent
trade unions begins.

1975 Mangosuthu Buthelezi refounds the Zulu cultural organization
known as Inkatha, later to become the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP).
Inkatha, some of whose activities are covertly funded by the South
African government, is to clash with the ANC throughout the final
years of apartheid. Independence of the former Portuguese colonies
of Angola and Mozambique.

1976-7 On 16 June, 1976 Soweto children initiate a mass protest, primarily in
reaction to the introduction of Afrikaans as the language of instruc-
tion in their schools. At least 575 people die as a result of police action
in townships.

1976-81 South Africa, following its policy of separate development,
‘grants independence’ to the scattered territories of the Transkei,
Bophutatswana, Venda, and the Ciskei, terming them ‘homelands’
and stripping their ‘citizens’ of South African citizenship. The
international community refuses to recognize these territories as
independent.

1977 In September Steve Biko, BCM leader, dies in detention. He is the
forty-sixth person known to have died in detention that year, and his
deathis later proved to be the consequence of torture. The United
Nations Security Council imposes an embargo on arms supply to
South Africa. Banning of BCM organizations.

1978-84 P W, Botha is Prime Minister, after Vorster’s resignation due to
financial scandal. Proclaims ‘total onslaught’ against the enemies
of the apartheid state, including cross-border raids and invasion
of Namibia.

1978 The Azanian People’s Organization (AZAPQO) is formed.

1979 The Federation of South African Trade Unions is formed. Black

xiii
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trade unions are permitted to register, and gain the right to strike.
Wave of strikes, community protests, and student upheavals
across the country.

1980 Afteradecade of warfare Rhodesiabecomes independentand is
renamed Zimbabwe.

1982 The Black Local Authorities Act establishes puppet municipal gov-
ernments, contributing to the conditions of township violence during
the decade. White right-wing Conservative Party set up under
Andries Treurnicht.

1983 Resistance organizations drawn from a wide spectrum combine their
efforts in a movement known as the United Democratic Front (UDF).

1984 A new constitution establishes a tricameral parliament of separate
houses for whites, Asians, and Coloureds. Asians and Coloureds have
limited participation in government; Africans still have no participa-
tion. Botha gains the new title of State President. Township insurrec-
tions provoke increased state brutality; South African Defence Force
troops sent to occupy townships. Anglican Archbishop Desmond
Tutu wins the Nobel Peace Prize.

1985 A State of Emergency is declared, instituting emergency powers such
as detention without charge and curbs on press reporting. Thousands
of detentions are made under emergency laws, which remain in effect
until 1990. Foundation of the Congress of South African Trade
Unions. COSATU becomes an important organization for resistance
among workers involved in heavy industries, such as mining. The
government begins to make secret contact with resistance leadersin
exileand in prison.

1986 The United States Congress imposes federal economic sanctions
against South Africa. Commonwealth Eminent Persons group
recommends sanctions. Their visit to South Africais halted as South
African Defence Force launches cross-border raids. The pass and
influx control laws and the Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act are
repealed.

1986—95 Violent conflict occurs between ANC supporters and IFP members in
KwaZulu-Natal and the Johannesburg area (over 10,000 deaths in this
period).

1987 250,000 mine-workers initiate a three week strike. Congress of South
African Writers (COSAW ) established.

1988 South Africa withdraws from the war against Angola and agrees with
the UN to initiate the independence process for Namibia (formerly
South West Africa). Intense resistance in KwaNdebele to ‘indepen-
dent homeland’ status. Meeting between ANC and a group of
Afrikaans writers.

Xiv

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521592185
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-59218-5 - Writing South Africa: Literature, Apartheid, and Democracy, 1970-1995
Edited by Derek Attridge and Rosemary Jolly

Frontmatter

More information

Chronology

1989 F. W. de Klerk becomes president after Botha suffers a stroke; the
ANC presents terms for negotiation to the government (the Harare
Declaration).

1990 De Klerk unbans the ANC, the Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC), and
the South African Communist Party (SACP), and releases political
prisoners, including Mandela. Namibia becomes independent.

1990-91 A series of apartheid laws are repealed, including the 1913 and 1936
Land Acts, the Group Areas Act, the Population Registration Act, and
the Separate Amenities Act. The State of Emergency is revoked and
the Convention for a Democratic South Africa (CODESA), involv-
ing all major political parties, is convened. Widespread violence
continues; in October, the Goldstone Commission is established to
investigate claims that government organizations are covertly
fomenting conflict between the ANC and rival resistance groups.

1992 Whites vote in favour of the negotiation process in a referendum.
The Boipatong and Bisho massacres occur. The ANC breaks off
negotiations as Inkatha participates in increasing violence.

1993 Negotiations resume; an interim constitution is endorsed. In April,
Chris Hani, General Secretary of the South African Communist
Party, is assassinated by an agent of the SA Conservative Party;
Mandela and de Klerk are jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

1994 On27—30 April the ANC wins the first nonracial election in South
Africa; Nelson Mandela becomes President on 10 May and forms the
Government of National Unity; international sanctions are lifted;
collapse of the ‘homelands’; South Africa rejoins the Commonwealth.
The elimination of remaining apartheid structures and institutions
begins.

1995 The Constitutional Court is inaugurated in February and abolishes
capital punishment; the Commission for the Restitution of Land
Rights and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission are inaugu-
rated; widespread disturbances occur in the universities, related to
questions of access and curriculum. Violence in KwaZulu-Natal
increases before local government elections.

1996 South Africa continues to deal with the aftermath of apartheid: eco-
nomic difficulties, widespread poverty and unemployment, and a high
crime rate. Evidence before Truth and Reconciliation Commission
and in court cases reveals high-level involvement of apartheid gov-
ernments in criminal activities.

XV
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