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The Ideological Origins of the British Empire presents the first compre-
hensive history of British conceptions of empire for more than half
a century. David Armitage traces the emergence of British imperial
ideology from the middle of the sixteenth to the middle of the
eighteenth century, using a full range of manuscript and printed
sources. By linking the histories of England, Scotland and Ireland
with the history of the British Empire, he demonstrates the import-
ance of ideology as an essential linking between the processes of
state-formation and empire-building. This book sheds new light on
major British political thinkers, from Sir Thomas Smith to David
Hume, by providing novel accounts of the ‘British problem’ in the
early-modern period, of the relationship between Protestantism
and empire, of theories of property, liberty and political economy
in imperial perspective, and of the imperial contribution to the
emergence of British ‘identities’ in the Atlantic world.
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IDEAS IN CONTEXT

Edited by QUENTIN SKINNER (General Editor), LORRAINE DASTON,
DOROTHY ROSS and JAMES TULLY

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and
of related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were
generated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the
contemporary frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of
the evolution of such traditions, and their modification by different audiences,
it is hoped that a new picture will form of the development of ideas in their
concrete contexts. By this means, artificial distinctions between the history of
philosophy, of the various sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may
be seen to dissolve.

The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.

A list of books in the series will be found at the end of the volume.
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