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This book is a nonmathematical overview of decision theory. It
presents the logic of rationality and the basics of the theory of
games. It shows how social choice theory yields a parallel logic,
a logic of choosing for others. It considers the part that is played
by how people grasp or see their situations, how different seeings
can make for .ambiguity and for inner conflicts and value
reversals — and how these can be dealt with. And it discusses
some problems of time: problems of discounting, of value
change, and of the contingency of our future values on what we
do today. The author presents many examples from history and
from literature, examples dealing with love, war, friendship,
and crime.

This is a short book with much breadth of scope. It will
interest anyone concerned with the problems of decision mak-
ing, whether in philosophy, psychology, or economics.
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