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Sam Peckinpah’s The Wild Bunch

Sam Peckinpah’s The Wild Bunch is one of the most influential
films in American cinema. The intensity of its violence was un-
precedented, while the director’s use of multiple cameras, montage
editing, and slow motion quickly became the normative style for
rendering screen violence. Demonstrating to filmmakers the power
of irony as a narrative voice and its effectiveness as a tool for ex-
ploring and portraying brutality, The Wild Bunch fundamentally
changed the Western, moving it into a more brutal and psycho-
pathic territory than it had ever inhabited before. This volume in-
cludes freshly commissioned essays by several leading scholars of
Peckinpah’s work. Examining the film's production history from
script to screen, its rich and ambivalent vision of American soci-
ety, and its relationship to the western genre, among other top-
ics, it provides a definitive reinterpretation of an enduring film
classic.

Stephen Prince is Associate Professor of Communication Studies at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. He is the au-
thor of Savage Cinema: Sam Peckinpah and the Rise of Ultra-Violent
Movies; Movies and Meaning: An Introduction to Film; and Visions of
Empire: Political Imagery in Contemporary American Film.
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CAMBRIDGE FILM HANDBOOKS SERIES

General Editor

Andrew Horton, University of Oklahoma

Each cAMBRIDGE FILM HANDBOOK is intended to focus on a single
film from a variety of theoretical, critical, and contextual per-
spectives. This “prism” approach is designed to give students and
general readers valuable background and insight into the cine-
matic, artistic, cultural, and sociopolitical importance of individ-
ual films by including essays by leading film scholars and critics.
Furthermore, these handbooks, by their very nature, are meant
to help the reader better grasp the nature of the critical and the-
oretical discourse on cinema as an art form, as a visual medium,
and as a cultural product. Filmographies and selected bibliogra-
phies are added to help the reader go further on his or her own
exploration of the film under consideration.
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Michael Bliss, a teacher of English and film at Virginia Polytech-
nic Institute and State University, is the author of Justified Lives:
Morality and Narrative in the Films of Sam Peckinpah, coauthor (with
Christina Banks) of What Goes Around Comes Around: The Films of
Jonathan Demme, and editor of Doing It Right: The Best Criticism of
Sam Peckinpah’s “The Wild Bunch.” Having just completed Dreams
Within a Dream: The Films of Peter Weir, Bliss is now cowriting A
Sense of Loss: John Woo, Hong Kong Cinema, and 1997.

David A. Cook directs the Film Studies Program at Emory Uni-
versity. He is the author of A History of Narrative Film, a major text
in its field that is now in its third edition.

Wheeler Winston Dixon is Chair of the Film Studies Program
and Professor of English at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. His
books include The Films of Jean-Luc Godard, It Looks at You: The
Returned Gaze of Cinema, and The Early Film Criticism of Frangois
Truffaut.

Devin McKinney is a freelance writer living in New York City. He
is a frequent contributor to Film Quarterly and is currently writing
a novel.
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Christopher Sharrett is Associate Professor of Communication at
Seton Hall University. He is the editor of Crisis Cinema: The Apoc-
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