Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-58280-3 - Relics, Ritual, and Representation in Buddhism: Rematerializing
the Sri Lankan Theravada Tradition

Kevin Trainor

Frontmatter

More information

This book is the first serious study of relic veneration among
south Asian Buddhists. Drawing on textual sources and arche-
ological evidence from India and Sri Lanka, including material
not previously examined in the West, it looks specifically at the
practice of relic veneration in the Sri Lankan Theravada
Buddhist tradition.

The author portrays relic veneration as a technology of
remembrance and representation which makes present the
Buddha of the past for living Buddhists. By analyzing the
abstract ideas, emotional orientations, and ritual behavior
centered on the Buddha’s material remains, he contributes to
the “‘rematerializing” of Buddhism which is currently underway
among western scholars. Professor Trainor’s study reflects the
scholarly shift toward an appreciation of historical diversity and
local difference in Buddhist thought and practice, while at the
same time drawing upon the broader interpretive orientation of
the discipline of religious studies. In doing so this work demon-
strates admirably the benefits that arise from a continued
conversation between the study of a particular religion and the
study of religion more generically defined.

This book is the best introduction to Buddhist relics currently
available. It is well written and accessible and will be read by
scholars and serious students of Buddhism and religious studies
for years to come.
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