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PREFACE

Thirty years ago, when I discussed with the late Professor
Brink my thoughts about doing some work on Aratus, I
was inspired by his immediate suggestion that I should
undertake an edition of the Phaenomena with full introduc-
tion and commentary, in view of the growing interest in
Hellenistic poetry and the lack of a major edition of this
poem. I was fortunate again several years later to have the
benefit of his advice and encouragement in response to my
sending him a sample of commentary on a hundred lines.
At the same time he passed on to me a list of helpful com-
ments from Professor Sandbach. Over the last eight years I
have benefited from a wide range of critical comments
from Professor Reeve, who also suggested additional mater-
ial to clarify parts of the scientific background, and put
forward new interpretations of the text for me to consider.
The lively interest he has shown in all aspects of this
widely ignored poem has been very rewarding and helpful.
I am also indebted to Professor Diggle for a long list of
critical comments and additional references that I would
otherwise have missed. This highly innovative poem has
been a victim of many misunderstandings, and only se-
lected problems have been adequately discussed in the
journals and brief commentaries. I have therefore set out
at some length the interpretations and preferred textual
readings of different scholars before giving my own con-
clusions and preferences. I owe a great deal, of course, to
those few of my contemporaries who have written on Ara-
tus, most particularly to Jean Martin for his work on the
history of the text (1956) and his valuable edition of the
scholia (1974). Finally I am deeply grateful to the Cam-
bridge University Press for accepting my typescript and
patiently dealing with its many problems.

Christchurch, N, July 1996 D. A K.
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