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This book challenges standard accounts of early Christian
exegesis of the Bible. Professor Young sets the interpretation of
the Bible in the context of the Graeco-Roman world — the
dissemination of books and learning, the way texts were
received and read, the function of literature in shaping not only
a culture but a moral universe. For the earliest Christians, the
adoption of the Jewish scriptures constituted a supersessionary
claim in relation to Hellenism as well as Judaism. Yet the
debt owed to the practice of exegesis in the grammatical
and rhetorical schools, especially as Christian scholarship
developed in the third century, was of overriding significance.
Methods were philological and deductive, and the usual
analysis according to ‘literal’; ‘typological’ and ‘allegorical’ is
inadequate to describe questions of reference and issues of
religious language. The biblical texts shaped a ‘totalising
discourse’ which by the fifth century was giving identity,
morality and meaning to a new Christian culture.
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To Maurice Wiles, a great encourager,
with affection and thanks
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Generalisation is the death of art.
It’s in the details where God resides.

(These words, attributed to Arthur Miller, playwright,
appeared as a ‘Saying of the Week’ in The Observer, g April 1995.)
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Preface

The Speaker’s Lectures in Biblical Studies in the University of
Oxford for 1992 and 1993 provided the opportunity to draft most
of this book. I was assured that I could use the lectures to try some-
thing out, and that is what I did. I trust that this version reflects a
more mature, and indeed coherent, stage in my thinking: in Oxford,
I contested the whole idea of ‘typology’ in 1992, only to restore it in
1993!

Although the original drafts provided the basis for what appears
here, none has remained unchanged, not least because the
integration of the two sets of lectures has effected an almost total
transformation of the original order. In several cases, there has been
substantial rewriting, with the inclusion of additional material; in
some, the omission of repetitive recapping, which was necessary for
a lecture audience; and, in most, a recasting of link paragraphs.
Furthermore, one previously published paper has been incorporated
in slightly revised form, others plundered at various stages.

Iam grateful to Professor Ernest Nicholson and those who elected
me to the Speaker’s Lectureship for giving me the stimulus to
develop this work. Others, for whom I have a great respect, did
me the honour of faithfully coming to the lectures and offering
encouragement; to these too I would express my thanks, especially
Professor John Barton, Professor Christopher Rowland and Dr
Sebastian Brock. I hope this version will not disappoint them, or
Professor Maurice Wiles, my Cambridge Doktorvater and career-long
mentor. To him I dedicate this volume.

X1
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Adv. haer. Adversus haereses

Adv. mare. Adversus Marcionem

ANCL Ante-Nicene Christian Library, Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark

Apol. Apology

Apost. const. Apostolic constitutions

BJRL Bulletin of the John Rylands Library. Manchester:
John Rylands Library
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CcCL Corpus Christianorum. Series Latina. Turnhout:
Brepols
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C. Eunom. Contra Eunomium

I/II Clem. I/II Clement

Comm. Commentary

Comm. in Ps. Commentary on the Psalms

Comm. Jn. Commentary on_John

Comm. Matt. Commentary on Matthew

CSCO Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium. Louvain:
Secretariat to CSCO

CSEL Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum. Vienna:
Tempsky

CWws The Classics of Western Spirituality. New York:
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Paulist Press
De doctrina Christiana
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