
Greater Medieval Houses of England and Wales, 1300–1500 is the first
survey of its kind for over 150 years, the three volumes offering an
up-to-date assessment of nearly 700 houses and a synthesis of
current knowledge and research. During the period covered,
houses and castles were often residences of social aspiration, but
they also reflected the needs of households of considerable size and
complexity. Therefore the author pays as much attention to the
owner’s standing and position in society as to the architecture and
design of his residence.

The survey is ground-breaking in its consideration of late
medieval castles as sophisticated residences of status and functional
splendour, rather than as fortresses in decline, the hitherto accepted
view of military historians. The survey also considers related struc-
tures of corporate occupation – academic colleges, secular colleges
of canons, guild halls and monastic foundations – with their halls,
retiring rooms, and lodging ranges which are ignored regularly in
the context of domestic architecture.

This second volume, covering East Anglia, central England, and
Wales, is divided into five geographical regions. Each of the four
English regions is supported by historical and architectural intro-
ductions, and by a stimulating essay prompted by a key building in
the region. The fifth section, on Wales, is the first overview devoted
solely to medieval Welsh houses, concentrating as much on the
political, social, economic and cultural reasons for the considerable
differences between English and Welsh domestic architecture as on
the houses that have survived.

Over 320 properties have been reappraised in a text that is com-
plemented by a wide range of illustrations – plans and maps, early
engravings, and a wealth of photographs showing the present con-
dition of almost every house discussed. Many traditional assump-
tions on well-known buildings are challenged by the author, making
this volume – and the series – an essential work of reference for
anyone interested in the history and culture of medieval England
and Wales.
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sible for the errors that remain.

The National Monuments Record Centre of the Royal
Commission on the Historical Monuments of England has been the
principal source for illustrations of houses in England, together
with English Heritage for properties in their care. The National
Monuments Records for Wales of the Royal Commission on the
Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, and Cadw have been

the similar source for that country. These four organisations,
together with the Picture Library of the Victoria and Albert
Museum, have been most generous in their practical and financial
support which has allowed me to illustrate a broader span of build-
ings than would otherwise be possible. Unless otherwise stated, all
photographs have been taken within the last thirty years. I am also
most appreciative of the help given in tracing particular illustrations
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(West Midlands). The remaining photographs have been taken by
myself. I have also prepared all the maps, plans, and diagrams. Few
house owners hold elevations, cross-sections, or even floor plans of
their properties. Those that I have made have usually been prepared
within the constraints of a single visit and are essentially intended
to clarify the text. Some owners are understandably unwilling for

detailed plans to be made, while a larger number prefer that no inte-
rior photographs should be taken.

Family and friends have provided a spread of hospitality across
the regions that have made travelling and working conditions
extremely relaxed. Anna Morgan gallantly transcribed my typed
and overwritten manuscripts to provide a clean text for the pub-
lisher, while Philip Morgan brought a much needed element of
accuracy to my spelling of Welsh place-names.

Any book on this scale takes several years to research. The cir-
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is indeed fortunate. John Feldman excels in creating a quiet working
environment, offers judicious textual comment, and resolves the
balance between the enthusiasm and pressure of authorship with
the many other activities of an enjoyable life. It is due to him that
the preparation of this volume has been one of unbroken pleasure.
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