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The Catholic contribution to English literary culture has been
widely neglected and often misunderstood. Drawing on exten-
sive original research, this book sets out to rehabilitate a wide
range of Catholic imaginative writing, while exposing the role
of anti-Catholicism as an imaginative stimulus to mainstream
writers in Tudor and Stuart England. It discusses canonical
figures such as Sidney, Spenser, Webster and Middleton, those
whose presence in the canon has been more fitful, such as
Robert Southwell and Richard Crashaw, and many who have
escaped the attention of literary critics. Among the themes to
emerge are the anti-Catholic imagery of revenge-tragedy and
the definitive contribution made by Southwell and Crashaw to
the post-Reformation revival of religious verse in England.
Alison Shell offers a fascinating exploration of the rhetorical
stratagems by which Catholics sought to demonstrate simulta-
neous loyalties to the monarch and to their religion, and of the
stimulus given to the Catholic literary imagination by the
persecution and exile which so many of these writers suffered.

Alison Shell is Lecturer in the Department of English Studies at
the University of Durham. She has held a British Academy
Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship at University College
London, a visiting fellowship at the Beinecke Library, Yale
University, and was formerly Rare Books Curator at the British
Architectural Library of the Royal Institute of British Archi-
tects. She is co-editor of The Book Trade and its Customers (1997),
and has published essays on Edmund Campion, Aphra Behn,
conversion in early modern England, anti-Catholicism and the
early modern English book trade.
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Note on the text

In transcribing from sixteenth- and seventeenth-century documents,
1/j and u/v have been normalized; superscript and subscript have
been ignored, as have underlining and italicisation except where
essential for the sense (e.g. to denote a refrain in a ballad); contrac-
tions have been expanded; and punctuation has been omitted before
marks of omission except where it makes better sense to retain it.

Where a modern book has double imprints (e.g. London and New
York), only the first has been given.

For the reader’s convenience I have cited English translations of
Latin works in the main body of the text, keeping the Latin to
footnotes. Except where otherwise credited, I have translated all the
Latin myself (with much-valued assistance, as recorded in the
acknowledgements).

x1
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