Cambridge University Press

052157546X - Child Care and Culture: Lessons from Africa

Robert A. LeVine, Suzanne Dixon, Sarah LeVine, Amy Richman, P. Herbert Leiderman,

Constance H. Keefer and T. Berry Brazelton
Index
More information

Index

Abagusii (people), 59

abnormal births: confinement with
placenta, 135-6; rituals for, 134-5;
see also birth anomalies

academic performance, 8, 267-8, 272

academic skills, 267, 273

active engagement: goal of American
child care, 250-1, 252

adaptation, 11, 12-13, 15; cultural,
97; infant care as, 169, 194-5

adulthood: stages of maturity for,
81-3

advance organizers, 215

affective display (infant), 211, 212,
213, 215, 222

age: and child caregiving, 40-1; and
division of labor, 60; and domestic
hierarchy, 33

age-appropriate experience, 265

age-appropriate goals: and caregiver
responsiveness, 188-92

age at marriage, 30, 70, 96, 102; de-
cline in, 97-8

age-gender hierarchy, 65, 266, 271;
progress in, 104

age-seniority, 243

agriculture, 31, 57, 59, 71, 73, 83

agropastoralists, 13

Ainsworth, Mary, 37, 45-6, 50-1, 52

albinism, 105

Albino, R. C., 45, 46

alcoholism, 186; see also drinking

Als, H., 210

amenorrhea, lactational, 101-3

amenorrhea, postpartum, 26

American white middle class: infant
care, compared with Gusii, 1, 2,
247-56

ancestor cult, 64

ancestor spirits, 104-5

anthropological literature: infant care
in, 22-4

anthropometric measurements, 177

antibiotics, 170

apprenticeship learning, 274

arousal states, 201

attachment, 45-6, 50-2, 88, 207-8,
221, 243, 258, 262; to caregivers,
208, 209-10; interference in, 187;
nonmaternal care and, 40-1; as un-
spoken phenomenon, 271

attention, expectations for, 152

authority structure, age-based, 221

average expectable environment, 2,
10, 273

avoidance, intergenerational, 266; as
moral order (model), 60, 66-8,
222-3; norms/rules of, 37, 38, 65,
70; system of: parent—child, 65; ta-
boos (chinsoni), 63

baby bottles, 147, 170, 195

“baby talk,” 251

Baganda (people), 26

Bantu-speaking peoples, 22, 57, 67

Bayley Scales of Infant Development,
40, 143, 214; Bayley Mental Devel-
opment Index (MDI), 40, 41, 42,
167t, 168

beer-drinking, 77, 80

behavioral characteristics, neonatal,
171-7

behavioral development, 50, 196, 250,
261-2, 263

behavioral recovery, 176-7

biopsychological models, 18-19, 21
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birth, 121-39; symbols of, in rituals,
105-6; see also childbirth

birth anomalies, 105, 106

birth cohort, 82-3

birth control pills, 99

birth interval, 24-6, 28, 33, 52, 100,
107, 159; decline in duration of, 96,
101-2, 110, 251, 262, 263; and in-
fant care, 25-8; and infant develop-
ment, 166; in Morongo, 109; and
physical characteristics of infants,
174; responsibility of wife to regu-
late, 101; Yoruba, 43

birth limitation, 107

birth of next child, 254, 260

birth order, 224, 225, 243

birth rates, 94t, 96, 96t

birth rituals, 22, 105-6, 195

birth-spacing, 2, 102, 110, 195

birth succession, 110, 262, 263; im-
pact on compliance expectations,
152

birth weight, 172, 174; see also low
birth weight; weight gain (infants)

Blankhart, G. M., 177

Blankhart Nutrition Questionnaire,
283

BNBAS, see Brazelton Neonatal Be-
havioral Assessment Scale
(BNBAS)

bonding failure, 187

Borgerhoff Mulder, M., 38

Bowlby, J., 10, 46, 51

boys: seclusion of circumcised, 63; see
also sons

Brackson-Hicks contractions, 127-8

Brazelton, T. B., 23-4, 210

Brazelton Neonatal Behavioral As-
sessment Scale (BNBAS), 23-4,
174-5, 176, 188, 189, 190

breast-feeding, 1,26,27,52, 144, 147,
148, 201, 209, 250; beginning, 132;
and birth interval, 24-5; cross-
cultural comparisons of, 255; culture
and, 20; decline in duration of,, 101,
102; ondemand, 9, 132; and develop-
ment, 45-6; duration of, 110; lack of
attention to infant in, 262; and physi-
cal growth, 179, 181; prolonged, 28,
107,256,257, 261; successive chil-
dren simultaneously, 145

breech deliveries, 105, 134, 135, 137

bridewealth, 25, 29, 30, 59, 64, 97,
110, 111; and childbirth, 130, 133;
rules regarding, broken, 103; and
wife/mother-in-law relation, 114

bridewealth debt, 113

bridewealth marriage, 31, 35; obliga-
tions in, 34

bridewealth system: and age at mar-
riage, 97-8; decline in, 111-12, 120

bridewealth transactions, 72

British rule, 57, 69, 73, 83

Bronfenbrenner, Urie, 16

Burundi, 26

Calvinism, 75, 77, 185

caregiver behaviors, 204, 204t, 205f,
206t

caregivers, 36—44; hired, 153, 154; in-
fant attachment to, 208, 209-10; in-
fant interaction with, 202-6, 203f;
responsiveness to infants, 188-92;
substitute, 152-5, 154t; and types
of care, 159-64; see also child
caregivers/caregiving

caregiving: and Bayley Infant Test per-
formance, 166-8, 167t; diminution
in second year, 166—-8

caretaker responsiveness, maternal,
198, 200t

cash crops, 71, 73, 83, 118

cattle: in bridewealth, 59, 64

cattle camps, 61, 68, 70, 97, 100, 101;
abolished, 69

cattle raids, 59, 60, 69

central nervous system, maturation
of, 11, 16

ceremonies, 80; emergence, 137-8;
funeral, 60, 64; see also initiation
ceremonies

chief(s), 73, 80; see also colonial
chiefs

child care, 1; comparative study of,
7-21; cultural models of, 224, 244,
247-74; framework for comparative
analysis of, 11t, 12; goals in, 13-14,
18; see also infant care

child care system, vulnerability of,
188

child caregivers/caregiving, 1, 39-40,
52-3, 144, 255, 259, 261; holding
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by, 189; infant interaction with,
202-6; and infant development,
191-2; playing with infant, 154-5;
see also child nurse (omoreri)

child development, 9-10, 260, 274;
comparative lessons, 247-74; issues
in, 15-21; population perspective
on, 10-15; reproductive success
and, 264; survival and health as pri-
orities in, 169-95; Western assump-
tions about, 8-9

child development research, 2-3, 8-
9, 10, 51; implications of infant
care, case study for, 272-4

child mortality, 93-5, 95t, 96, 97, 171,
269; and infant care, 36, 37; see
also infant mortality

child mortality rate, 14, 193, 257, 263;
see also infant mortality rate

child nurse (omoreri), 152-5, 154t,
189; infant care as percentage of
activities, 163—4, 163f; infant
interaction with, 202-3; infant
temperament and, 191; proximity,
158, 159-60, 159f; soothing by,
220

child rearing: ideology in, 8-9; im-
plicit goals and norms, 89t

childbearing, 60, 98, 107; benefits of,
103-4; motives in, 32, 33

childbirth; labor and delivery, 127-
32, postpartum period, 132-3

childhood experience: cultural scripts
in, 15

childlessness, 32-3, 103

children: abandoned, 186; acts of:
Gusii/U.S. comparison, 48-9, 48t;
attainment, 88; and childbirth, 131;
culturally defined goals for, 88; cus-
tody of, 29, 111; diseases/health
care, 192—4; in domestic labor
force, 2, 13, 269; maximizing num-
ber of, 107, 261-2, 263-4, 269; and
mother’s pregnancy, 124; number
of, 84, 85, 92, 93, 96t, 110; out of
wedlock, 97; polygyny and, 30; re-
turn from activities of, 103, 108,
269; role(s) in family, 152-3; safety
net for, 119; social placement of,
31; unsupervised, 265-6; value of,
31-3, 269

335

children of consensual unions, 120; so-
cial placement of, 112-13

child’s perspective, 16, 269-72

cholera, 70, 170, 192

circumcision, 59, 63, 69-70, 106, 134;
age at, 97; female, 43, 70

clans, 74-5

clanship, 76-7

clitoridectomy, 129, 130-1, 134

cluster sampling strategy, 177

code of conduct, 18, 28, 60, 63; mater-
nal, 147, 151-2, 154; population-
specific, 12

code of morality and restraint
(chinsoni), 14, 47, 60, 667

cognitive development, 151, 272, 273,
274; child caregiving and, 40-1, 42

cognitive tests, 260

coitus, frequency of, 100-1

colonial chiefs, 72, 74

colonial period, 73, 83

colostrum, 132, 138

comforting, 147, 161; see also
soothing

command as dominant script, 217,
218-20, 253-4, 266, 270

communication, 11, 12, 14; during in-
fancy, 196-223

communicative development, 151

community life, 77-9

compliance, 1, 2, 188, 223, 254, 265,
270

compliance expectations: impact of
birth succession on, 152

conduct, 266

conflict: avoiding, 68; economics and,
73

consensual unions, 110-14, 120

consumer goods, 71, 73, 82, 86

consumption, hierarchy of, 33

continuity: desire for, through chil-
dren, 32

contraception, 99

conventional scripts for action, 248,
249, 261

cooperation, 74, 80

co-sleeping, 1, 49, 144, 147, 148, 202,
209, 250, 256, 261; benefits of, 258;
and survival, 257

co-wives, 13, 30, 35, 68, 84-5; and
childbirth, 132
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cow’s milk, 27, 169, 170, 181, 183, Dinka people, 32-3
185, 195, 263 disabled women, 97
crime, 69 disease, 70, 107, 250, 260-1, 264;

crying, 149-50, 207, 221, 257-8;
caregiver responsiveness to, 191-2;
and holding, 200-1, 208-9, 209f; re-
sponse to, 189-90, 252, 255

cultivation, 25, 29, 66, 93

cultural diversity, 7, 8-9, 10

Cultural Mediation model, 16, 20-1

cultural models of child care, 2, 143—
52,224,244, 247-74

cultural norms, 47-8; and fertility,
201, and infant care, 143-68

cultural prescriptions: for family life,
28

cultural scripts, 12, 19, 21, 251; abnor-
mal births, 137-8; in childhood ex-
perience, 15; in parent—child inter-
action, 20-1; for rituals, 33; for talk-
ing to infants, 252-3

cultural software, 17f, 18, 20, 248

cultural variations in child rearing, 2,
7

culture: Gusii, 57-91; and parent—
child interaction, 15; and social/
emotional development, 46-50

culture change, 73

custody, rules of, 29, 32

daughters: as child caregivers, 152-3,
164, 165; of consensual unions, 112;
and maternal workload, 164, 165

death rate; see child mortality rate;
infant mortality rate; mortality
rates

defense, 59, 60, 62, 65, 66

deference, rules for, 33

demographic context(s), 14, 93-7,
269; and child care, 36-7

Deng, Francis Mading, 32-3

descendants, 104

developmental context, 21

developmental goals, 196

“developmental niche,” 49

developmental patterns/issues, 44-50;
see also child development

developmental psychology, 3

developmental risks, 260-1

diarrhea, 192, 194

diet, 171, 177-8, 263; see also nutrition

breast-feeding and, 26; of children,
192-4; and fertility, 98-9; see also
illness; infectious diseases

disease control, 170

disease symptoms, 150

dispute settlement, 62-3, 66, 69, 80

distancing (mother), 163, 164, 166

distress signals, response to, 149-50,
151, 154, 190, 252, 258, 270

District Medical Officer, 70

divination, diviners, 63, 82, 105

division of labor, 60

divorce, 35, 111

Dixon, Suzanne, 156, 178, 185, 210,
211

domestic activities: children’s partici-
pation in, 88, 90, 104, 264

domestic group(s), 63; disputes be-
tween, 62; food production, 65-6;
learning in, 88; moral governance
in, 67

domestic hierarchy, 2, 33-4, 65, 90,
222, 248, 265; child in, 223; infant
in, 221, 259; need for compliant
children in, 254

domestic idioms, 64-5

domestic life: organization of, 28, 52—
3, 61; spatial context of, 61

domestic model: of social order and
personal success, 60-6

domestic organization, 63—4; and in-
fant care, 36-7

domestic setting: learning in, 88

drinking, 73, 77, 80; and parental re-
sponsibility, 118-20, 154

early environment, 9; cultural ap-
proach to, 1; of infancy, 188-92; in-
teractive aspects of, 10; study of, 8

early experience, 15-21, 267; and late
behavior, 15

East Africa, 38-9, 49, 51

ebitinge (ankle-rings), 67-8, 129

ecological firmware, 17-18, 17f, 20

ecological framework, 16

economic career, 81-2, 87

economic context(s), 21, 269

economic inequality, 119-20
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economic opportunities, 73, 75

economic production, organization
of, 28

economic competence, 13, 90

economic status: and infant care, 40,
41

economic utility models, 19, 21

economics of parenthood, 115-18

economy, 13, 71

education, 72-3, 87-91; Catholics
and, 77, 78; infant care as prepara-
tion for, 250-1; parenthood and,
91; see also schools, schooling

Ekegusii language, 57

elders, 63, 70, 81; authority of, 33,
34; council of, 66; in dispute settle-
ment, 80

eleusine porridge (oboori), 123, 170,
181, 263

elopement, 72, 111-12, 113

Embu (people), 40, 41-2

emergence ceremony, 137-8

emotional development, 10, 151, 273,
274; cultural shape of, 4650

emotional excitement (infant), 252;
see also affective display (infant)

emotional experience, 269-72

emotional responses during preg-
nancy, 124-7

emotional responsiveness (infant),
244

emotions: norms for expression of,
11, 14, 271

employment, 71, 72, 116, 118, 269

enculturation, 16, 46, 47, 269-72

ensomi (concept) (sexual
embarrassment/restraint), 66

environmental conditions, 224-5; see
also early environment

environmental risks, 15, 169-70

Erikson, E., 10

ethnosociology, 64-5

evil eye (ebibiriria), 146

evolution, 16-17

expectations (in infant/child), 166,
223, 262, 263; for attention, 152;
motivation to conform to, 215; so-
cial, 258; and weaning, 260

export production, 71, 83

extramarital affairs, 105

eye contact, 255; avoidance of, 2223

337

face-to-face communication, code of,
222

face-to-face interaction, 266; coding
categories for, 289-93; between
mother and infant, 210-13, 221-2

facilitating environment, 247

family(ies), 90-1, 92-120; as eco-
nomic unit, 33-4; under stress, 120

family characteristics: longitudinal
sample (this study), 115t

family life: demographic context of,
96-7; infant in, 201-2; norms of,
103; patterns of, 28-36; themes of,
243; variations in, 34—6

fathers, 224; and abnormal births,
136-7; and co-wives/sons, 35-6;
proximity to infants, 158

fatherhood, 31

father’s curse, 65

fathers-in-law, 133

fear, inculcating, 253, 271

fertility, 1, 17, 18, 24, 43, 92-120, 94t,
95t; costs of high, 264; high, 2, 14,
57,91, 102-3, 109, 169, 195, 248,
262, 269; as highest value, 105, 133,
248; increased, under British rule,
70; and infant care, 36, 37; maximiz-
ing, 102, 103—4; in Morongo, 108-
10; motivation in, 103-7; social de-
terminants of, 97-103

fertility control, lack of, 99

fertility schedule: cultural prescrip-
tions for, 28; natural, 102-3, 110,
151

field research, 8

firstborn child(ren) (omotangani),
185, 225, cultural norms regarding,
37, 38; ritual greeting of, 112, 157

folk knowledge, 23, 24; model of
child care, 248; practices, 169; sys-
tem: infant care, 144

food production, 13, 60, 65-6

food shortages, seasonal, 169-70

food supply, 171, 177-88, 194,
264

foster parents, 32

Frank, O., 98, 99

Freud, S., 10, 45, 46

frontier spirit, 74

Fulani (people), 37

funeral ceremonies, 60, 64
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Ganda (people), 45-6, 49, 51

gastrointestinal disease, 192

gaze aversion by mothers, 211, 212,
222,223,252

Geertz, C., 16, 144, 248

genealogy, 63—4, 66

gender: and division of labor, 60; and
domestic hierarchy, 33; see also
age-gender hierarchy

gender roles, 13, 14

ghost marriage, 31

girls, 104; see also daughters

Giryama (people), 37, 94

Gluckman, Max, 35

goals, 81; for children, 88

Goldberg, S., 44

gonorrhea, 98, 99

gossip, 78

grandmothers, 36-7; maternal, 151—
2, 166, 186

Growing Up in New Guinea, 7

growth faltering, 259

growth faltering morbidity, 261; see
also physical growth

Gusii case study of infant care, 15-21;
fieldwork procedures, 275-80;
point of view in, 16-17, 17f; supple-
mentary tables, 296-305

Gusii communities: in local context,
74-80

Gusii culture, 57-91

Gusii language, 14

Gusii people, 1-3, 13-15; and dilem-
mas of change, 80-3; infant care,
compared with American white mid-
dle class, 1, 2, 247-56; older genera-
tion, 83-5; pacification of, 69

Gusii society: as learning environ-
ment, 87-91

Gusiiland, 69; map of, 58f; popula-
tion growth, 93; socioeconomic de-
velopment, 71-2

Hakansson, Thomas, 35
hard-wired aspects, 16-17
Harkness, S., 49, 223

Hartmann, H., 10

Hausa (people), 35, 37, 42, 51-2
healers, 82, 146

healing rituals, 105-6

health, 73, 249, 259, 261; nutrition

and, 185; priority for early develop-
ment, 169-95; reproduction and,
104-7

health care: of children, 192-4

health status: of infants, 171-7; of
pregnant women, 121-3, 125, 133

Heath, S. B., 251

heredity, 9

hierarchical role relationship, 266

historical change, 68-74

holding, 147, 150, 154, 157-8, 161-2,
166, 168, 207, 221, 250; by
caregivers, 161-2, 161f, 204; and
crying, 200-1, 208-9, 209f; fre-
quency by age, 160f; frequency of,
189, 190, 191; maternal, 197, 198-
201, 198f; and survival, 257; tem-
perament and, 191

homestead (omochie), 59, 60-1, 66,
68, 85, 92, 120; autonomy of, 61-2;
and fertility, 107, 108; hierarchical
organization of, 248; learning in,
88; size of, 118; social control in, 70

hondlola (ritual), 23

house(s), 61, 62f

house design, 28

household: learning in, 88; see also
mother—child household

house-property complex, 35-6, 81

“houses,” 82, 85; conflict among, 93

human development, 2, 7, 274; mini-
mal requirements in, 273; see also
child development

husbands, absent, 124; and childbirth,
133; see also fathers; men

Ideology, 8-9

Igbo (people), 134

iliness: infant, 147, 147, 148, 187,
195, 250; maternal, 186, 187; see
also disease

imitation: learning through, 215, 216,
222

immunization, 170, 171

individual differences, 11, 12

infancy, 1, 2; communication and so-
cial learning during, 196-223

infant anthropometrics, 172t

infant behavior: to mothers and oth-
ers, 206-10, 207t, 208t

infant care, 2-3, 96-7; age-graded,
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151; benefits and costs of, 256-69;
cultural model of, 143-52; cultural
norms and interpersonal environ-
ment in, 143—68; delegated to chil-
dren 34 (see also child caregivers);
field research in, 8; goal of, 188,
195, 201, 256; among Gusii and
American white middle class, 1, 2,
247-56; and infant development,
150-2; lack of social support for,
186; longitudinal inventory of, 155-
6; physically protective, 18 (see also
protection [of infant]); sociology of,
28-36; in sub-Saharan Africa, 22—
53; survival as goal of, 22-8; varia-
tions in, 164-5, 165t; years mother
involved in, 108; see also child care

infant care customs: as adaptive strat-
egy, 169, 194-5

infant caregiver relationship, 187

infant characteristics: and caregiver re-
sponsiveness, 188-92

infant development, 9-10; infant care
and, 150-2

infant environment: in Morongo,
108-10

infant interaction: variations in, 224-
44

infant mortality, 2, 23, 28, 171, 194,
195; and ritual protection, 139

infant mortality rate, 93-5, 97, 193,
250, 263; and ritual protection, 134

infants, 1-2; care and development
of, 165-6; caregiver responsiveness
to, 188-92; in domestic hierarchy,
33-4; interaction with persons
other than mother, 202-6, 203f; lon-
gitudinal sample (this study), 114—
15, 115t; older, 261-2; playing
with, 154-5; protection of, 148-9
(see also protection [of infants]); so-
cialization of, 221-3; speech di-
rected to, 216-21, 218f, 219f, 220f;
unique position regarding mother,
144-5, 151; vulnerability of, 146;
see also attachment; premature in-
fants; survival of infants

infant’s perspective: infant care in,
36-44

infectious diseases, 169, 170, 171,
257, 258

339

infertility, 105

inheritance, 31, 35, 81-2

initiation ceremonies, 13, 14, 60, 69,
87, 88, 105, 265; as prototype for
abnormal birth, 134

institutional change: and child care,
42-3

institutional development, modern,
70-1

interaction, 36-44; see also mother—
child interaction; mother—infant in-
teraction; social interaction

intercourse: during pregnancy, 124;
see also coitus

interpersonal environment: infant
care and, 143-68

interpersonal relations: during preg-
nancy, 124-7

jealousy, 80, 86, 128, 223; and preg-
nancy, 125, 126

Junod, Henri, 22-3

jural rights, 29

Kampala, Uganda, 51

Keefer, Constance, 121, 156

Kendu Bay, 69

Kenya, 72, 74; birthrate, 93; family
planning program, 99; fertility/
mortality, 93—4; infant/child mortal-
ity, 171

Kenya National Fertility Survey
(KNFS), 99, 100, 101, 102, 109

Kenya Police, 69

Kenya-Uganda railway, 68-9

Kenyatta, President, 266

Kericho European Girls’ School, 71

Kikuyu (people), 40, 51, 52, 94, 134,
206

Kilifi District, 99

kin-avoidance norms (chinsoni), 67,
68, 128, 222

kin groups, 32

kin networks: and child caregivers,
152-3, 154

kin relationships, 78

King’s African Rifles, 69

kinship, 28

kinship fostering, 35

kinship rules, 271

kinship system: and fertility, 107
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kinship terms, 63

Kipsigis (people), 38, 49-50, 59, 60,
63, 223; fertility/mortality, 93—4

Kisii District, 72, 247; contraceptive
use in, 99; population of, 92; roads
in, 70; secondary school enrollment
in, 73

Kisii General Hospital, 70, 149, 193

Kisii Prison,.71

Kisii Town, 69, 71, 74

Kisumu, 68-9

Koslowski, B., 23-4

Krige, E. J., 24

Kuria (people), 93-4

Kwashiorkor, 26

labor, hierarchy of, 33

labor market, 72

labor migrants, 70, 71; and frequency
of coitus, 100

labor migration, 27, 72-3, 99, 124

lactation, 16, 20, 25, 26, 27

lag sequential analysis, 200

land, landholdings, 266, 269; and in-
fant care, 164, 165; insufficient, 71,
85,93, 118

language development, 273, 274

language environment, 216-21, 271

language learning, 90

language socialization, 49

lastborn (omokogooti), 110, 152, 225;
status of, 27-8

Lave, J., 90

“Lazy Flora” (song), 85

learning, 221; apprenticeship, 274; in
family, 270-1; through imitation,
215, 216, 222; through looking at
others, 207; in mother—child rela-
tionship, 265; motivation for, 216;
through participation, 90, 274; pro-
cesses of, 90; without teaching,
87-8

learning environment, 223; Gusii soci-
ety as, 87-91

learning sequences, 90-1

“legitimate peripheral participation,”
90, 216

Leiderman, G. F., 40, 51-2, 206

Leiderman, P. H., 40, 51-2, 206

Lesthaeghe, R., 25

LeVine, Robert, 42, 46-7, 85, 92, 267

LeVine, Sarah, 37, 51, 196, 217, 225,
228, 238, 267

levirate, 31, 32, 67, 98

life course, 2, 57, 82; advancement in,
104; frames of reference for, 248;
norms, models in, 61; relevance of,
266-7

life plan(s), 81

life stages, 81-3, 81t

linear growth (infants), 180f

lineage segment(s) (enyomba), 85

literacy, 73

litigation, 71, 82

Lloyd, Barbara, 42

local context: Gusii communities in,
74-80

Logoli (people), 38, 155

looking, maternal, 197, 198, 199f

low birth weight, 134, 138, 264

Luo people, 59, 60, 69, 123; fertility/
mortality, 93-4; names, naming,
139

“Luo salt,” 123

Lusaka, Zambia, 23-4

Maasai (people), 59, 60, 71, 74

malaria, 70, 123, 170, 192, 194

male identity, 69; see also warrior role

males: authority of, 33, 34

malevolence, 125, 128, 146

malnutrition, 27, 170, 178, 181-3,
183f, 184f, 194; and bonding fail-
ure, 187; distribution of, 185-8

Manus people, 7, 8

Maragoli people, 75

marital relationships: during preg-
nancy, 124

marital rights, 29

marital stability, 73, 107

markets, 70, 73

marriage, 29, 68, 92-120; as recipro-
cal relationship, 133; religion and,
77, rules of, 110-14; see also age at
marriage; bridewealth

marriage ceremony, 60, 68, 129

marriage norms, 67, 102, 103

Marvin, Robert, 51

material welfare, 17, 257; and infant
care, 143

maternal attention, 194-5, 2434,
263, 274, decline in, with older in-
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fants, 261, 262; distribution of,
259-61; quality and quantity, 249—
50, 249t; temporal distribution of,
251-2

maternal behaviors, 197-8, 197t; in in-
fant socialization, 222-3

maternal care, 52; goal of, 201

maternal code of conduct, 147, 151—
2,154

maternal factors: and physical charac-
teristics of infants, 172-4, 173t, 176

maternal grandmothers, 151-2, 166,
186

maternal proximity, 158, 159, 1591,
166, 189

maternal responsiveness, 198, 200t; in-
fant characteristics and, 188-92

maternal role, 143

maternal teaching task: coding catego-
ries for, 294-5

Matero, 44

matrilineal peoples, 35

maturational processes, 247, 263, 273

Mbugua, W., 110

Mead, Margaret, 7, 8, 9, 45, 150

measles, 70, 170

medical care/services, 107, 171; mod-
ern, 27, 28, 82, 193—-4, 195, 250,
251, 257

men: responsibilities of, 60; and
wives’ pregnancy, 124; see also hus-
bands; males

Mende (people), 35

menopause, 34, 102

mental health/disorders, 8, 273

midwives, 131

migration(s), 57-9; see also labor
migration

miscarriage, 122, 125, 126, 174, 264

missions, missionaries, 57, 69, 73, 75

modesty, 667, 68, 88, 126

modularization, 215

Mogusii (ancestor), 57

monogamists, 30, 109-10

moral direction, 248, 249, 255, 256,
259

moral order, 67, 80, 248; avoidance
in, 60, 222-3; intergenerational
avoidance as model of, 66—8, 266

moral virtues, 88, 269

morality: in popular song, 85-7

341

moralized knowledge, 144

Morongo (pseud.), 74-80, 101, 102;
fertility and infant environment in,
108-10; Gusii lives at, 80-3; infant,
child mortality, 171, 193; longitudi-
nal sample of infants and parents
(this study), 114-15, 115t; popula-
tion density, 92-3

mortality rates, 17, 93—4; see also
child mortality rate; infant mortal-
ity rate

mortuary rituals, 32

Moseley, W. H., 171

mother—child household, 35, 38-9,
47, 52, 108; polygyny and, 29-31

mother—child interaction, 254-5; qual-
ity of, 243—-4; Yoruba, 43, 44

mother—child relationship: speech in,
270

mother—child teaching, 213-16

mother—child unit: physical vulnerabil-
ity of, 134, 135

mother—infant interaction, 1, 147-8;
cultural norms in, 37-8; face-to-
face, 210-13, 212f; profile of, 196—
202; universals/cultural variation in,
50

mother—infant relationship, 144-6,
258; development and, 150-2

mother(s)-in-law, 29; and childbirth,
128, 131, 132; wife’s relationship
with, 113, 114

mothers: anxious, hostile, 187; avail-
ability of, 147-8, 151, 158;
caregiver behaviors, 2046, 205f,
206t; infant behavior to, 206-10; in-
fant care as percentage of activities,
162-3, 162f; protection of infants,
148-9, 151 (see also protection [of
infants]); response to distress sig-
nals, 149-50; response to infant vo-
calization, 208-9; unmarried, 130,
185-6; workload, 36, 165-6; see
also women, role/responsibilities of

motor development, 49, 146, 150,
151, 166, 194-5, 261

motor performance, 163, 176; and
holding, 189

motoric/behavioral maturation, 169

multihousehold compound(s), 37, 38,
47
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Munroe, R. H., 38, 155
Munroe, R. L., 38, 155

Nairobi, 72

Nakuru, 72

naming, 138-9

narrative observations: coding catego-
ries and, 287-8

natural fertility schedule, 1023, 110,
151

natural selection, 16-17

naturalistic observations, 196-7

neighborhood: and social status, 76,
77

neighborly obligation, 74

neonatal behavioral assessment, 174—
7, 175t, 188-9

newborns, 194; ritual greeting, 112,
132, 135, 157; ritual protection for
vulnerable, 134-8

Nilotic-speaking peoples, 59, 60

normality, 9

normative decline, 73

normative models, 12

normative order, 74

norms, 61; and emotional expression,
11, 14, 271; of family life, 103, re-
garding firstborn, 37, 38; marriage,
67, 102, 103

Northcote, G. A. S., 69

nursing; see breast-feeding

nurturance, 196, 221; physical, 272

nutrition, 263; infant, 144; weaning
and, 260

Nyansongo (pseud.), 74, 92, 101, 102,
109

obedience, 66; acquiring, 253, 259,
264-7

optimal parental investment strategy,
17-18

oral gratification, 46

oral stage, 46

ordinary devoted mother, 247

organic hardware, 16-17, 17f, 20

organizational contexts, 28-36

orphans, 145

Otenyo (warrior), 69

out-of-wedlock births, 129-30

overindulgence, 45; see also spoiling

parasitic infestation, 192

parent—child interaction, 15-16, 20—
1; see also mother—child interaction

parental age: and child care, 224-5

parental authority, 265-6

parental behavior: cultural models
guiding, 248-9; points of view re-
garding, 16-21, 17f

parental imperative, 103-7

parental investment strategy, 1, 256,
261-2, 263, 269; optimal, 17-18

parental practices, 274

parental responsibility: and drinking
behavior, 118-20

parenthood, 1; after death, 32; eco-
nomics of, 115-18; and education,
90-1

parents: longitudinal sample (this
study), 114-15, 115t

pathological infertility, lack of, 98-9

pathology, 9, 15-21

patriarch (omogaaka), 61, 68, 84

patriarchical authority, 66, 70, 72, 73

patrilineage(s), 63—4; localized, 59, 61

patrilineal descent, 35, 59

patrilineal kinship, 60, 62, 248

patrilineal societies, 29, 35

patrilocal rule, 75

Pax Britannica, 70, 73

Pebley, A., 110

Pedagogical model, 249-50, 253, 259,
268, 273

Pediatric model, 249-50, 253, 254,
256, 258, 263-4, 267, 268, 269; dis-
advantages of, 259-61

perinatal care, 135, 195

perinatal deficit, 186, 187

perinatal risk, assessment of, 122t

permissiveness, 7, 8

person-centered perspective: in Gusii
culture, 57-91

person-specific characteristics, 10-11,
12

personal information: norms for dis-
closing, 14

physical care, 168, 195, 201, 208, 221,
250, 261; by nonmaternal
caregivers, 204; see also holding

physical characteristics, neonatal,
171-7

physical contact, 197, 198
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physical exploration, 207, 253

physical growth, 146, 150, 151, 166,
168, 169, 177-8, 194-5, 244, 249,
261, 263; attention to, 259; and
caregiver responsiveness, 190—1; af-
ter 6 months, 260

physical hazards, 149, 169, 170-1

Piaget, I., 10

placenta, 131; confinement with,
135-6

play, 154-5, 244, 255

“play dialogue,” 251

polygynists, 72, 97; and postpartum
sexual relations, 133

polygyny, 11, 24-5, 27, 35, 52, 59, 77,
119-20, 248; declining frequency
of, 98, 102, 109-10; and mother—
child household, 29-31

population growth, 57, 71, 73, 92-3,
98

population-level characteristics, 17,
19

population-level variations: family
life, 34-6

population perspective (child develop-
ment), 10-15

population-specific characteristics,
11-12

populations: defined, 12

postpartum incubation period, 157-8,
201, 204, 210-13, 221, 251, 258

postpartum period, 132-3; see also
sexual abstinence, postpartum

pragmatic design, 248, 249, 250, 254,
256, 259

praise, 90, 218; avoidance of, 214,
221,252, 253, 255; used by Ameri-
can mothers, 253, 255

preadaptation, genetic, 10

precolonial Gusii, 33-4, 57-61, 634,
68, 100-1; education, 87-8

pregnancy, 121-39; entitlement to,
100-1; relationships and emotional
responses during, 124-7

premature infants, 105, 134, 185, 186,
257-8; ritual protection for, 134-5,
137

prior birth intervals (PBIs), 122, 174

property rights, 36

prostitution, 99, 186

protection (of infant), 151, 169, 195,

343

196, 221, 256; by child caregivers,
154; as goal in infant care, 250,
251, 252, 253, 261; holding as, 161;
soothing strategy, 257-64
Protestant churches, 76
Protestant missionaries, 22
protoconversation, 250, 251, 253
public health measures, 95, 171, 257

quiescence of infants, 258-9, 270

rebirth, symbolic, 60, 106

relational contexts (infant care), 28-36

religion: and social order, 76, 77

religious affiliation: and nutrition,
physical growth, 184-5; and eco-
nomics of parenthood, 115-18,
117t

reproduction, 11, 12; African patterns
of, 24-5; and safety/health, 104-7

reproductive attitudes, 99, 100-1

reproductive behavior, 1, 18, 19, 81,
82, 87,91

reproductive career, 103, 104, 107,
174; abnormal birth as threat to,
135; jeopardized, 137, 144; restora-
tion of, following childbirth, 134

reproductive continuity, 100, 101,
102, 104

reproductive difficulties, 174, 264

reproductive discontinuity, 107

reproductive disruption: as sign of di-
saster, 104-5

reproductive environment(s), 13-14

reproductive goals, 100

reproductive history: and ritual protec-
tion, 139

reproductive potential, 102, 103

reproductive process: in rituals, 106

reproductive success: and child devel-
opment, 264

reproductive unions, 102

resources, novel, 139

respect, 14, 90; acquiring, 253, 259,
264-7; conventions of, 126

Respect-Obedience model, 2534,
256, 259, 262, 268, 269; benefits
and costs of, 264-7

respiratory illnesses, 170, 193

restraint, 667, 68, 88; code of, 47, 60

Riesman, P., 37
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rinderpest epidemic, 59

risks (to infant), 23, 169-71; develop-
mental, 260-1; environmental, 15,
169-70

Ritchie, J. F., 45

rites of passage: in childbirth, 129-30

ritual greeting of firstborn, 112, 132,
135, 157

ritual hazing in childbirth, 129-30,
133

ritual protection: for vulnerable new-
borns, 134-8

rituals, 62, 82, 105; abnormal births,
135-8; cultural scripts for, 33; cycle
of, 60; gestation and birth in, 105-
6, 107; and Gusii houses, 61; of
healing, 105-6; protective, 23;
remediation, 105; reproductive pro-
cess, 106; of transition, 105-6

roads, 70, 73, 74

role relationships: hierarchical, 266;
obligations of, 271

Roman Catholic missions, 69

Roman Catholics, 75-8, 80, 138; and
economics of parenthood, 115-18

Ruanda, 26

sacrifices; see rituals

safety: reproduction and, 104-7

Samson (song writer), 85-7

Saucier, I. F., 25

“scaffolding,” 251

scarcities, novel, 139

Schoenmakers, R., 26

schools, schooling, 70, 71, 72-3, 76,
82, 86, 269, 273; and age at mar-
riage, 98; and child caregivers, 153,
262; failure to prepare child for,
265; and mother’s drinking, 119;
preparation for, 273; and social en-
vironment, 266—7

seclusion: in protection of vulnerable
newborn, 134, 136-7; ritual, 105-6

semiotic models, 19, 21

Seventh-Day Adventist missions, 69

Seventh-Day Adventists (SDAs), 72,
75-8, 80, 119, 138; and economics
of parenthood, 115-18; and nutri-
tion, pysical growth, 183-5; and
polygyny, 109

sexual abstinence, postpartum, 24-5,

26-7, 28, 100, 133; and venereal dis-
ease, 99; Yoruba, 43

sexual information, learning about, 87

sexual matters, shame about
(ensomi), 60, 66, 126, 262

sibling caregiving, 36, 38, 39-42, 47,
251

sibling group, 13, 14, 34, 88, 210; in-
fant in, 203, 260, 263; integration
into, 272; learning in, 265, socializa-
tion in, 254-5, 256

sibling hierarchy, 254

siblings, 271; birth of, 151, 187; infant
interaction with, 202-6; and skill ac-
quisition, 90

Sigman, M., 41-2

sisters-in-law, 114; and childbirth,
128, 132

Six Cultures Study of Socialization,
46, 48, 48t, 74

skill acquisition, 90, 222, 223, 270-1

skin diseases, 187, 192

social anthropology, 3, 12

social change, 36-44, 57, 69, 71-2,
82-3

social communication, 46

social conflict, 73

social control, 70

social conventions, 79

social criticism: in popular songs, 85-7

social density, 156-9, 157f, 158f

social development, 10, 40, 45, 51; cul-
tural shape of, 4650

social deviance: and infant care, 185-
6, 187

social distance, 67

social ecology, 47, 143

social environment, 20, 266-7; den-
sity and composition, 156-9

social exchange: goal of American
child care, 250-1, 253

social experience, 270-2; culturally or-
ganized, 216

social interaction, 155, 168, 176, 244;
child caregiving and, 41-42, cool/
subdued style of, 223; with
omoreri, 163—4

social learning, 196-223

social norms, 73

social obligation of fertility, 107

social order, 60, 63, 65-6, 78, 80, 248;
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divisions in, 76—7; domestic model
of, 60-6; moral aspects of, 66

social organization, 11, 59; and adap-
tation, 12; of domestic life, 36; and
fertility, 97-103, 107, 108; and
parent—child interaction, 15

social recognition, 81

social regulation, 11, 12; Gusii/
American compared, 14-15

social status: communication and, 271

social stigma, 81; and birth interval,
25; regarding marriage age, 30; un-
married mothers, 185-6

socialization, 46, 47, 48; of infant,
221-3; respect and obedience goals
of, 265; in sibling group, 254-5, 256

socioeconomic change, 80-3

socioeconomic conditions: and varia-
tions in infant care, 164-5, 165t,
224-5

socioeconomic development, 71-2

socioeconomic status, 76—8

sociology: of infant care, 28-36

sons, 81-2, 104; as child caregivers,
152; of consensual unions, 112; eco-
nomic autonomy of, 72; importance
of bearing, 113; and status of
women, 84-5

soothing, 2, 152, 154, 198, 201, 207,
208-9, 217-18, 219f, 250, 251, 252,
270; by omoreri, 220; in socializa-
tion, 222

soothing strategy: in protection,
257-64

soothing techniques, 149

species-specific characteristics, 10-11

species-wide features, 16

speech, infant-directed, 216-21, 218f,
219f, 220f, 223, 254-5, 270-1; cul-
tural scripts for, 252-3

spiritual career, 82, 87, 107

spoiling, 110, 225; by grandmother,
166; of lastborn, 27

spot observations: coding categories
for, 281-2; longitudinal inventory
of infant care, 155-6, 164

“squeaky wheel” strategy, 147, 150,
259

state, centralized, 69

stimulation, 250, 251, 255, 261, 273

Strange Situation, 52

345

sub-Saharan Africa: infant care in,
22-53

subsistence, 11, 12, 13, 177

success, personal: domestic model of,
60-6

Sukuma (people), 25-6

Super, C., 49, 223

supplementary foods, 181, 182t, 195,
261

survival of infants, 1, 2, 13, 14, 95,
107, 165; in abnormal births, 135;
and adaptation, 12-13; goal of in-
fant care, 22-8, 33, 96, 146-7, 151,
188, 194-5, 221, 249, 250, 261; in-
fant care as strategy in, 165, 166; of
maximum number of infants, 261—
2, 263—4, 269; in neonatal period,
138; physical growth and, 178-9,
183; priority for early development,
169-95; risks to, 256, 257, ritual
protection in, 139

talking, maternal, 197, 198, 199f

teaching by mothers, 213-16, 221-2,
254; American middle class, 250-1

temperament (infant): and caregiver
responsiveness, 188, 191-2

Temperament Assessment Method,
284-6

Thompson, V. 1., 45, 46

Thonga (people), 22-3

time-energy budget, 36, 262

training: in respect and obedience,
253-4

transition rites, 129-30, 135

Trevarthen, C., 50

Tronick, E., 23-4, 210

twins, 105, 106, 134; ritual protection
for, 134-5, 137

typhoid, 70, 170

Uhuru (independence), 72
underclass, 268

underdetermining influences, 20, 21
universality (issue), 9

universals, 15-21

urban setting(s): infant care in, 44

variability (issue), 9
Varkevisser, C. M., 25, 26
venereal disease, 99
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verbal communication/interaction,
148, 198, 201, 223; avoiding, 259-60

verbal controls, 2534

verbal restraint, 216-17

virilocal residence, 25, 35

visual communication/interaction,
148, 198, 201; avoiding, 259-60

vocalization: by caregivers, 204

vocalization (infant), 208; response
to, 190, 201, 217, 252

vulnerability (infant), 250; signs of,
and caregiver responsiveness, 188—
90, 194-5

walking, 163, 207, 253

warfare, 59

warnings, 218-20, 223

warrior role, 69-70, 73, 97

weaning, 25, 26, 161, 162, 253-4,
259-60; age at, 187; child’s adapta-
tion to, 151-2; and development,
45-6, 150-1; emotional transition
in, 260; and maternal work, 165;
mean age at, 179; preparing child
for, 166; and social interaction, 164;
among Thonga, 23

wedding ceremonies, 60, 68, 129

weight gain (infants), 178-9, 178f,
179f, 257-8, 264

Wenger, E., 90

Wenger, M., 37

West Africa, 267

Western influences, 43, 44, 57

White, Ellen G., 185

Whiting, Beatrice, 24-5, 48

Whiting, John, 48

widows, 31, 98, 108

Winnicott, D. W., 247

witch (omorogi), 68, 146

witchceraft, 122, 128, 223; and birth
anomalies, 105

“Witchcraft Is Poverty” (song), 86

woman marriage, 31

women: autonomy of, 34, 84; child-
less, 32; disabled, 97; in reproduc-
tively active unions, 97-8; restric-
tions on nonmarital sexual behavior
of, 99, 107; role/responsibilities of,
18, 34, 52, 60, 84-5, 108-9, 113,
243, 248; role/responsibilities of:
during pregnancy, 123, 128; role/
responsibilities of: postpartum pe-
riod, 132-3

Yoruba (people), 35, 37, 42-4, 46-7,
50; response to abnormal births,
134

Zambian infants, 23—-4
Zulu (people), 45
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