The politics of
households in
Ottoman Egypt

The rise of the Qazdagls

JANE HATHAWAY

Ohio State University

B2 CAMBRIDGE

®. P UNIVERSITY PRESS




PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

40 West 20th Street, New York NY 100114211, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcon 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org
© Jane Hathaway 1997

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1997
First paperback edition 2002

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Hathaway, Jane.
The politics of households in Ottoman Egypt: the rise of the
Qazdaglis / Jane Hathaway.
p. cm. — (Cambridge studies in Islamic civilization)
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.
ISBN 0521571103 (hardback)
1. Elite (Social sciences) — Egypt — History — 18th century.
2. Power (Social sciences) — Egypt — History — 18th century.
3. Households —~ Egypt — Political activity — History — 18th century.
4. Patron and client — Egypt — History - 18th century. 5. Social
networks — Egypt — History — 18th century. 6. Egypt—
History —1517-8882. 7. Quazdagli family — Political activity.
I. Title. II. Series.
HN786.Z9E46 1997
305.5'2-dc20  96-5953 CIP

ISBN 052157110 3 hardback
ISBN 052189294 5 paperback



Contents

Note on transliteration
List of illustrations
List of tables

Preface

List of abbreviations
Genealogical tables

Introduction

Part I The household and its place in Ottoman Egypt’s history

ot

Egypt’s place in the Ottoman Empire

The household

3 Transformations in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Egyptian
military society

4 The emergence and partnership of the Qazdagh and Jalfi
households

5 The ascendancy of Ibrahim Kahya al-Qazdagli and the

emergence of the Qazdagh beylicate

(3]

Part I Qazdagh household-building strategies

Marriage alliances and the role of women in the household
Property and commercial partnerships

The Qazdaglis and the Chief Black Eunuch

Conclusions

=2 -BE -}

Glossary
Bibliography
Index

page x
xi

xii

Xiii

XV

xvi

32
52

88

109
125
139
165

174
180
190

X



Hlustrations

Maps

Major regions of Egypt, showing subprovinces

The Caucasus and the Black Sea region

Cairo

Awqaf al-Haramayn villages in al-Bahnasa controlled by the
Bilifya group

W N =

Figures

The Qazdaglh genealogy

The Jalfi genealogy

A partial genealogy of the Faqari faction
A partial genealogy of the Qasimi faction

= W N =

page 10
45
128

159

page xvi
Xvil
112
115

X1



Tables

3.1
3.2

33

4.1

xil

Household formation within the regiments page 40
Anatolian and Aegean places of origin among the Janissaries
listed in Maliyeden Miidevver 4787 (1675-7) and 7069

(1737-8) 43
Non-Anatolian places of origin among the Janissaries listed in
Maliyeden Midevver 4787 (1675-7) and 7069 (1737-8) 44

Mamluks and non-mamluks in the Qazdaglh household 64



Introduction

This is the story of the rise of the Qazdagh household. To the extent that this
household is familiar to readers outside the tiny circle of scholars of pre-nine-
teenth-century Ottoman Egypt, it is known chiefly as the group headed by the
famous ‘Ali Bey, the former military slave (mamliik) who in the late 1760s
dared to assert Egypt’s autonomy in defiance of the Ottoman sultan.
Alternatively, the household attracts notice as the party of predominantly
Georgian mamluks whom Bonaparte found holding sway in Egypt at the time
of his invasion in 1798. The prevalence of a regime of military slaves from the
Caucasus region naturally evokes the Mamluk sultanate, which ruled Egypt
before the Ottoman conquest in 1517. Thus it seems almost automatic, even
to experts on the subject, to depict the regime over which the Qazdaglis
presided as a reversion to the usages of the Mamluk sultanate.

Yet the Qazdagh household was founded by a Janissary officer toward the
middle of the seventeenth century. Thus, what is missing from the foregoing
appraisal of the household is an appreciation of the context within which the
household emerged and developed in the century preceding “Ali Bey’s hege-
mony. This context is, in the first place, an Ottoman context, for the character
of the Ottoman Empire’s administration and Egypt’s place within it under-
went telling changes during the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.
The Qazdagls, furthermore, participated in a provincial Ottoman military
culture whose transformations prepared the ground for the Georgian prepon-
derance of the late eighteenth century.

I attempt here to provide a sense of this context by analyzing the Qazdaghs’
evolution within the framework of Ottoman decentralization and the emer-
gence of an empire-wide military and administrative culture based on house-
holds. Both the redirection of the empire’s priorities and the composition and
functions of households provide critical keys to understanding the course that
the Qazdagli bloc followed. But in order to place the Qazdaglis squarely within
this context, we must first place Egypt in the context of the Ottoman Empire
during these critical centuries.



