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“Modernity” has come to refer both to a contested historical category and to
an even more contested philosophical and civilizational ideal. In this impor-
tant collection of essays Robert Pippin takes issue with some prominent
assessments of what is or is not philosophically at stake in the idea of a
modern revolution in Western civilization, and presents an alternative view.

Pippin disputes many traditional characterizations of the distinctiveness
of modern philosophy. In their place he defends claims about agency, free-
dom, ethical life, and modernity itself that were central to the German
idealist philosophical tradition and, in particular, to the writings of Hegel.
Having considered the Hegelian version of these issues, the author explores
other accounts as found in Habermas, Strauss, Blumenberg, Nietzsche, and
Heidegger.

Any serious student concerned with the question of modernism and
postmodernism will want this major collection of essays. Dealing with a wide
range of modern theorists, the volume will interest philosophers, literary
theorists, and social and political theorists.
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