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The first collection of critical essays on Luis Bufiuel’s
1972 Oscar-winning masterpiece, The Discreet Charm of the Bour-
geoisie, this anthology brings fresh perspectives to the most so-
phisticated work by this filmmaker whose narrative experimen-
tation was always ahead of its time. Combining some of the
world’s most distinguished scholars on Bufiuel and Spanish cin-
ema with new voices in cultural theory, this volume helps us to
rethink not only The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie, but also
Buriuel’s entire body of work. Among the topics examined are
Bufiuel’s relationship to surrealism, the transnational (Spanish,
French, Mexican, and American) nature of his work, and his dra-
matic and provocative rethinking of sex, narrative, and gender.
Also included are vintage reviews of the film, as well as a selective
Bufiuel bibliography.

Marsha Kinder is Professor of Critical Studies in the School of
Cinema-Television at the University of Southern California. She
is the author of many books, including Refiguring Spain: Cinema,
Media, and Representation and Blood Cinema: The Reconstruction of
National Identity in Spain.
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THE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
FILM HANDBOOKS SERIES

General Editor
Andrew Horton, University of Oklahoma

Each CAMBRIDGE FILM HANDBOOK is intended to focus on
a single film from a variety of theoretical, critical, and contextual
perspectives. This “prism’’ approach is designed to give students and
general readers valuable background and insight into the cinematic,
artistic, cultural, and sociopolitical importance of individual films by
including essays by leading film scholars and critics. Furthermore,
these handbooks by their very nature are meant to help the reader
better grasp the nature of the critical and theoretical discourse on
cinema as an art form, as a visual medium, and as a cultural product.
Filmographies and selected bibliographies are added to help the
reader go further on his or her own exploration of the film under
consideration.
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To the memory of Katherine Singer Kovéacs
Who shared my passion for Bufiuel’s discreet charm
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FIGURE ONE

Luis Bufiuel is a nomadic subject with a unique experience of
serialized exile. Courtesy of Agustin Sanchez Vidal and Caja de
Ahorros de la Inmaculada de Aragédn.
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