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Max Weber is indubitably one of the very greatest figures in the history of the
social sciences, the source of seminal concepts like “the Protestant Ethic” and
“charisma.” But, like that of his great forebears Adam Smith and Karl Marx,
Weber’s work always resists easy categorization. Prominent as a founding
father of sociology, Weber has been a major influence in the study of ancient
history, religion, economics, law, and, more recently, cultural studies. This
Cambridge Companion provides an authoritative introduction to the major
facets of his thought, including several (like industrial psychology) which
have hitherto been neglected. A very distinguished international team of
contributors examines some of the major controversies that have erupted over
Weber’s specialized work, and shows how the issues have developed since he
wrote. The articles are both expository and critical, and demonstrate how our
view of Weber has changed over the twentieth century.
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CHRONOLOGY OF WEBER’S LIFE

April 21,1864 Born in Erfurt, Thuringia

1866
1871
1870-1872
1872

1872
1882

1883

1884

1886

1888

1889

1890
1891

Il with meningitis

Foundation of the Second German Empire

Attends private Débbelin school in Berlin

Begins studies at Konigliche Kaiserin-Augusta-Gymna-
sium in Charlottenburg

Start of the Kulturkampf

Studies at the University of Heidelberg: law, economics,
history, philosophy, some theology

Moves to Strasbourg to perform one year of National
Service in the Army and studies at Strasbourg University;
comes under the influence of his uncle Hermann Baum-
garten

Studies at Berlin University, including Staatswissenschaft
(theory of the state), with Levin Goldschmidt and August
Meitzen

Takes the Bar exam; returns to his parents’ house in
Charlottenburg; begins work in the State Law and
Agrarian History Faculty at Berlin University

Doctoral student under Levin Goldschmidt; law clerk at
the Royal District Court of Charlottenburg; third year of
National Service; joins the Verein fiir Sozialpolitik (Social
Policy Association)

Graduates magna cum laude under Goldschmidt and
Gneist with dissertation “Development of the Principle of
Joint Liability and the Separate Fund in the Public
Trading Company from the Household and Trade Com-
munities in the Italian Cities”

Dismissal of Bismarck

Habilitation (teaching qualification dissertation) under
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1891-1892

1892

1893

1894
1895

1896
1897-1903

1902

1903

1904

1905
1905-1906

1906

1907-1908

CHRONOLOGY OF WEBER’S LIFE

August Meitzen, “Roman Agrarian History and its Impor-
tance for State and Civil Law”

Concludes inquiry into “The Conditions of the Agricul-
tural Workers in East Elbian Regions of Germany,” which
brings academic recognition

Extraordinary Professorship in Commercial and German
Law at Berlin University

Professor in Political Economy, University of Freiburg;
marries Marianne Schnitger, his father’s great-niece; com-
missioned by the Kongress to compile a second inquiry
into the situation of German agricultural workers; joins
the Alldeutscher-Verband (Pan-German League)

Moves to Freiburg as Professor of Economics

Gives inaugural academic lecture: “The National State
and Economic Policy”

Accepts Chair in Economics, University of Heidelberg
Period of mental illness beginning with the death of his
father in 1897

Resumes reading in art history, philosophy, and sociology;
in intensive reading on the history, constitution, and
economy of monasteries comes across the theme of “ra-
tionality,” particularly in economic life

Resigns teaching post at Heidelberg and becomes hon-
orary professor

Travels to United States to attend a scientific world con-
ference at the World Exhibition in St. Louis; in the United
States from August to December and at Columbia Univer-
sity library collects material for his work on The Protestant
Ethic and Spirit of Capitalism; with Edgar Jaffé and
Werner Sombart takes editorial control of the Archiv fiir
Sozialwissenschaften und Sozialpolitik (Archive of Social
Sciences and Social Policy); publishes “Objectivity in
Social Science and Social Policy” introducing his concepts
value relationship,” and “ideal-type”

2 <

of “value freedom,
Revolution in Russia

Publishes the Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
in the Archiv

Publishes “On the Situation of Constitutional Democracy
in Russia”

Travels in Italy, France, and the Netherlands; develops
interest in industrial work; publishes the Agrarian Soci-
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1908

1909

1910

1911

1912

1913

1914
1914-191S5

1915

1916

1917

CHRONOLOGY OF WEBER’S LIFE

ology of Ancient Civilizations; publisher Paul Siebeck
gives him the task of continuing Schonberg’sches Hand-
buch der Politische Okonomie and editorial control of the
Grundriss der Sozialokonomie, which generates the texts
eventually published as Economy and Society

Participates in the conference of the National Liberal
Party

Co-founds Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Soziologie (German
Society for Sociology); identifies himself as a sociologist;
at Vienna conference of the Verein speaks against Schmol-
ler’s support of bureaucratic social patronage of the work-
force; suffers another relapse

Speaks against racist ideology at the first conference of the
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Soziologie

Works on sociology of religion dealing with China, Japan,
Judaism, and Islam; writes second part of Economy and
Society

Delivers a critical statement taking issue with the concept
of “nation” at the Berlin sociology convention; resigns
from the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Soziologie over dis-
putes on the question of freedom from value judgment
Adds “Conceptual Exposition” to Economy and Society;
publishes “On Some Categories of Interpretive So-
ciology”; in Italy spends time with nature children, vege-
tarians, and other modern sects living under the influence
of the ideas of Otto Gross and Erich Miihsam, an
experience which softens his rigorous asceticism

World War I begins

Serves as reserve officer and takes over functions of
disciplinary officer on the Reserve Military Hospitals
Commission; sets up and manages nine military hospitals
Publishes first part of The Economic Ethic of the World
Religions; takes position against the German policy of
annexation

Travels to Vienna and Berlin as a journalist for Frank-
furter Zeitung; publishes Religion of China: Confucianism
and Taoism and The Religion of India: The Sociology of
Hinduism and Buddhism

Publishes Ancient Judaism; gives lecture “Science as a
Vocation”; publishes newspaper articles on a federal
republican constitution for Germany. Russian revolution

Xvii
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1918 Accepts the Chair of Political Economy at the University
of Vienna; joins German Democratic Party supporting
constitutional monarchy. Lectures on “A Positive Critique
of the Materialist Conception of History”
1919 Gives lecture “Politics as a Vocation”; nominated as a

candidate for the National Assembly, but not elected;
considered for Secretary of State for the Interior; serves on
an unofficial committee advising the Ministry of the
Interior on reform of the constitution; appointed to the
official peace delegation to respond to the Allies’ memor-
andum regarding Germany’s war guilt; moves to Munich

to take Chair in Economics; his mother dies

June 14,1920  Dies in Munich

Xviil
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