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There is currently much intevest in the history of interpretation,
reader-response and the sociology of sacred texts — in what the
text does as much as what it means. Isaiah, ‘more evangelist
than prophet’ according to Jerome and others, provides an ideal
case study, because of his profound influence on the language
and imagery of Christianity. With illustrations from art, music,
literature and the media as well as commentaries, sermons and
official church pronouncements, Professor Sawyer shows how
Isaiah has been used in all kinds of context, from the cult of the
Virgin Mary, mediaeval passion iconography and antisemitic
propaganda to Christian feminism and liberation theology. This
first attempt at a comprehensive critical study of an essential
part of biblical interpretation will provide a model for further
research, and ensure that commentaries will never be the same
again.
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Lighten the darkness, O Lord
Lighten the heaviness, O Lord
Make us heavy with thee, O Lord
And we shall bring forth thy glory

Jerusalem 1961
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Preface

In its earliest form The Fifth Gospel was a series of public lectures
given in Bangor in 1987 and I would like to begin by thanking Max
Wilcox, at that time Head of the Religious Studies Department at
the University College of North Wales, and his colleagues for giving
me the opportunity to start working on this project. A version of part
of chapter 7 was published in Ritual and Reimembrance. Responses to Death
in Human Societies, ed. Jon Davies (Sheffield 1994), and part of chapter
13 in Currents in Research. Biblical Studies 3 (1995).

I am grateful to the staff of many libraries for the help they have
given me, in particular, the university libraries at Newcastle,
Durham, Lancaster, Edinburgh and Utrecht, Durham Cathedral
Library, the Warburg Institute and the Courtauld Institute in
London, and the Stichting Kerkelijk Kunstbezit in Nederland in
Utrecht. T would like to express my gratitude to Newcastle Uni-
versity for granting me a sabbatical in 1991-2, and to the Lever-
hulme Trust for gencrously funding it, as well as to the British
Academy and the US National Endowment for the Humanities for
making possible a stimulating visit to Berkeley in the Summer of
1994. My thanks are also due to the Dean of St Paul’s and
‘Peaceable Kingdom’ artist Karen van Heerden for material they
kindly supplied, and to the editorial staff at Cambridge University
Press, especially Alex Wright.

I have been greatly helped by the suggestions and criticisms of
colleagues, students, friends and relations, among whom I would like
to say a special word of thanks to Jon Davies, Graham Harvey, Brian
Pearson, Sue Vernon, Paul Hilditch, Harry Tait, Tan Falconer,
Archimandrite Ephrem, Eric Cross, Andrew Fairbairn, Richard
Bailey, Peter Evans, Andrew Ballantyne, Jack Watt, Gerald Miller,
Diana Crockford, Alexander Sawyer, Lindsay Sawyer, Claire Mac-
Gregor, Margaret Fergusson, Ann Loades, Chris Rowland, Robert
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