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THE ENLIGHTENMENT

The Enlightenment is an authoritative anthology of the key political writings
from what Isaiah Berlin famously described as ‘the best and most hopeful
episode in the history of mankind’. The texts themselves are supported
by a lucid introduction exploring their moral, philosophical, political and
economic background, enabling the student to grasp both the context and
the essence of each argument. Biographical notes and carefully selected
bibliographies offer further help. The selection includes not only main-
stream theorists but also texts by authors actively engaged in the politics
of the day, offering a broad and genuinely trans-European perspective.
David Williams, a distinguished Enlightenment scholar, offers readers a
view of the evolution of Enlightenment political thinking in a variety of
contexts: natural law, the civil order, the nation state, government, civil
rights, women’s rights, war and international relations, trade and econom-
ics, crime and punishment, and revolution. Students of political science,
history, European studies, international relations, law and philosophy will
find this an invaluable resource, and the most convenient and accessible
single introduction to Enlightenment thinking currently available.

DAVID WILLIAMS is Professor of French at the University of Sheffield.
He is the author of numerous books and articles on eighteenth-century
French literature and thought, including the edition of Voltaire: Political
Writings in Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought.
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CAMBRIDGE READINGS IN
THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT

Cambridge Readings in the History of Political Thought is an authoritative
new series of anthologies, intended for students of politics, history and
philosophy at all levels from introductory undergraduate upwards.
Designed to cover major historical themes like the Enlightenment, or the
impact of the French Revolution, each volume of Cambridge Readings will
contain extracts from the principal political texts of the period, together
with substantial editorial commentary and apparatus. The textual extracts
are extensive but manageable for the beginning student, and well-known
canonical writings are complemented by less familiar texts. The texts them-
selves are generally taken from the acclaimed editions published in the
series of Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought, with author-
itative new translations where necessary. There is an accessible introduc-
tion to each volume, and further guidance is offered by biographies of
each writer and carefully selected bibliographies. These volumes enable the
student to engage in depth with the intellectual context of particular
periods, and to encounter at first hand some of the most influential and
profound political thinking in the western tradition.
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