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TH E NEW CAMBRIDGE SHAKESPEARE

 : Brian Gibbons

  : A. R. Braunmuller

From the publication of the first volumes in  the General Editor of the New Cambridge

Shakespeare was Philip Brockbank and the Associate General Editors were Brian Gibbons and

Robin Hood. From  to  the General Editor was Brian Gibbons and the Associate

General Editors were A. R. Braunmuller and Robin Hood.

T H E FIRST QUARTO OF OTHELLO

This is the first modernized and edited version of the  Othello. By taking this earliest

published version of Othello as a book in its own right, Scott McMillin accounts for the mystery

of its thousands of differences from the Folio version by arguing that the Quarto was printed

from a theatre script reflecting cuts and actors’ interpolations made in the playhouse. McMillin

explains that the playhouse script was apparently taken from dictation by a scribe listening

to the actors themselves, and thus reveals how Othello was spoken in seventeenth-century

performance.

This edition, which consists of a detailed introduction, quarto text, select collation and

textual notes, is an important book for scholars in Shakespeare and Elizabethan–Jacobean

drama, with wide ramifications for other Shakespeare textual studies and for students of early

theatre history.
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TH E NEW CAMBRIDGE SHAKESPEARE

TH E EARLY QUARTOS

There is no avoiding edited Shakespeare, the question is only what kind of editing. A

Shakespeare play first assumed material form as the author’s bundle of manuscript

sheets. The company of players required a manuscript fair copy of the play (apart from

the individual actors’ parts). Into the fair copy were entered playhouse changes, and

the bookholder used it during each performance. However, none of Shakespeare’s

plays survives in contemporary manuscript form. There is one passage in the manu-

script of Sir ThomasMore by Hand Dwhich has been ascribed to Shakespeare himself,

but this attribution remains in serious dispute. In short, there is no direct access to

Shakespeare’s play-manuscripts – there is only print, and this implies editing, since

the first printed versions of Shakespeare were mediated by compositors and proof-

readers at least, and sometimes also by revisers, bookholders, editors, censors and

scribes. The first printers used either the author’s or a playhouse manuscript or some

combination of the two, although for several plays they used a scribal transcript by

Ralph Crane, who is known to have habitually effaced and altered his copy.

There are certain quartos which are abbreviated, apparently because they are re-

ported texts or derive from playhouse adaptation. These early quartos are not chosen

as copy-texts for modern critical editions and are not readily available, though indis-

pensable to advanced students of Shakespeare and of textual bibliography. Alongside

the standard volumes in the New Cambridge Shakespeare, editions of selected quarto

texts are to be published in critical, modern-spelling form, including early quartos of

King Lear, Hamlet, Richard III and Othello.

While the advanced textual scholar must work either with the rare, actual copies of

the earliest printed editions, or with photo-facsimiles of them, there is more general

interest in these texts and hence a need to present them in a form that makes them

more generally accessible, a form that provides the most up-to-date and expert schol-

arship and engages with the key issues of how these texts differ from other quarto

versions and from the First Folio, and to what effect. These are the precise aims of

New Cambridge Shakespeare quartos.

Each volume presents, with the text and collation, an introductory essay about the

quarto text, its printing and the nature of its differences from the other early printed

versions. There is discussion of scholarly hypotheses about its nature and provenance,

including its theatrical provenance, where that issue is appropriate. The accompany-

ing notes address textual, theatrical and staging questions, following the spacious and

handsome format of the New Cambridge Shakespeare.

 

General Editor
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