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In Landscape, natural beauty and the arts, a distinguished group of scholars
probes the complex structure of aesthetic responses to nature. Each of the
chapters refines and expands the terms of discussion, and together they
enrich the debate with insights from art history, literary criticism, geography
and philosophy.

To explore the interrelation between our conceptions of nature, beauty,
and art, the contributors consider the social construction of nature, the
determination of our appreciation by artistic media, and the duality of
nature’s determining in gardening. Showing that natural beauty is impreg-
nated with concepts derived from the arts and from particular accounts of
nature, the volume occasions questions of the distinction and relation
between art and nature generally, and culminates in a set of philosophical
studies of the role of scientific understanding, engagement, and emotion in
the aesthetic appreciation of nature.
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John Gage, Carl Hausman, Ronald Hepburn, Mary Hesse, Hans-Robert Jauss, Martin
Kemp, Jean Michel Massing, Michael Podro, Edward S. Said, Michael Tanner.

“Cambridge Studies in Philosophy and the Arts” is a forum for examining issues
common to philosophy and critical disciplines that deal with the history of art,
literature, film, music and drama. In order to inform and advance both critical practice
and philosophical approaches, the series analyses the aims, procedures, language and
results of inquiry in the critical fields, and examines philosophical theories by
reference to the needs of arts disciplines. This interaction of ideas and findings, and the
ensuing discussion, brings into focus new perspectives and expands the terms in
which the debate is conducted.

Forthcoming volumes in the series include:

Explanation and value in the arts
Authenticity and the performing arts
Politics, aesthetics and the arts
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