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This volume complements two highly successful volumes of Richard Rorty’s
philosophical papers: Objectivity, Relativism, and Truth and Essays on Heidegger
and Others.

The underlying theme of the collection is Rorty’s view that we should
think of inquiry, in science or any other area of culture, as solving problems
rather than as aiming at truth. Only the discredited correspondence theory
of truth makes it plausible to think of truth as the name of a goal. Once that
notion is given up, we can give up the idea of inquiry converging to a pre-
destined point and consider the horizons of inquiry as constantly expand-
ing as we encounter new problems.

The essays in the volume engage the work of many of today’s most inno-
vative thinkers, including Robert Brandom, Donald Davidson, Daniel Den-
nett, Jacques Derrida, Jirgen Habermas, John McDowell, Hilary Putnam,
John Searle, and Charles Taylor. The collection also touches on problems in
contemporary feminism raised by Annette Baier, Marilyn Frye, and Cathar-
ine MacKinnon, and considers issues connected with human rights and cul-
tural differences.

Anyone with a serious interest in contemporary philosophy and what it
can do for us in the modern world will enjoy this invaluable collection.
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