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Relationships between town and country are central to Europe’s long-
term economic, political and social evolution. This book surveys and
reinterprets these relations in particular countries and regions in the
light of the most recent debates on state formation, urbanisation,
proto-industrialisation, and the regional character of pre-modern
economic growth. Thirteen specially commissioned chapters, ranging
chronologically from the Black Death to the Enlightenment, give a
comprehensive coverage of Europe, from Spain to Sweden and
England, and from the Polish Commonwealth to Holland and Italy.
Each chapter offers a self-contained analysis of its country or region
and provides a basis for systematic comparison. The Introduction (by
S. R. Epstein) discusses the historiographical and theoretical frame-
work for the regional chapters, emphasising how evolving political
configurations changed the balance between ‘coercive’ and ‘market-
based’ solutions to town—country relations and set countries on
different paths to growth.

S. R. EPSTEIN is Reader in Economic History at the London School of
Economics. His books include An island for itself: economic development
and social transformation in late medieval Sicily (1992), which received
the Premio Rhegium Iulii (1996) for the best study of southern Italian
history, and Freedom and growth: the rise of states and markets in Europe,
1300-1750 (2000).
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The Centre for Urban History, University of Leicester

This series examines from an international perspective key themes in the historic
development of cities and societies. The series is principally, although not
exclusively, concerned with the European city, with an emphasis on the early
modern and modern periods, and it will consider urban systems, structures and
processes. Individual volumes will bring together and present in an accessible
form the best work of the wide variety of scholars from different disciplines and
nations currently engaged in research on urban history. The series is published
by Cambridge University Press and Editions de la Maison des Sciences de
PHomme in association with the Centre for Urban History, University of
Leicester. The first volumes in the series include collections of commissioned
pieces organised around certain key themes that lend themselves to comparative
analysis. They have a substantive introduction by the volume editor/s, making
explicit linkages between individual essays and setting out the overall significance
and context of the work. Themes in International Urban History will interest
scholars and students in a variety of sub-disciplines within social and economic
history, geography, sociology and urban planning. It rides on the wave of
important and exciting new developments in the study of cities and their history,
and reflects the growing internationalisation of the area of study.
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