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Using Spanish Synonyms

Written for those with a basic competence in Spanish, this
comprehensive synonyms guide is designed to help the learner find the
right word for the right context — thus improving their vocabulary and
enabling them to communicate more precisely and fluently. It contains
around 900 lists of synonyms, each one classified according to its level
of formality. Every synonym is illustrated with authentic examples, and
the subtle shades of difference between them are clearly explained.
The book contains four clear indexes: Spanish—Spanish, Argentinian—
Spanish, Mexican—Spanish and English—Spanish, enabling the reader to
locate any word instantly. This second edition has been thoroughly
revised and updated, and includes new material on Argentinian and
Mexican varieties, including a useful comparison of Mexican and
Iberian Spanish. It will continue to be an essential reference for college
and undergraduate students, their teachers, and other language
professionals seeking a clear, user-friendly guide to Spanish synonyms
and their usage.

Ronald E. Batchelor taught French and Spanish at the University of
Nottingham for forty years. He is author or co-author of eleven books,
including Using Spanish Synon ymffirst edition 1994), Using Spanish: A
Guide to Contempor ary Usdagecond edition 2005), Using Spanish
Vocab ular2003), Using Frenc lthird edition 2000), Using Frenc h
Synon yms(1993) and A Student Grammar of Spanisfforthcoming in
2006), all published by Cambridge University Press.
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Nearly all the modifications and additions to the second edition are of
the Argentinian and Mexican varieties. The most sincere gratitude is
therefore expressed to the following Argentinian and Mexican univer-
sity friends and colleagues: Mariano Carricart, Guillermo Campitelli,
Adriana Regalado Nunez and Jorge Larracilla who have assisted me in
every step of the way. This volume is all the richer because of their
generous willingness to be consulted for an incalculable number of
hours.

A special note of thanks must go to the last mentioned, Dr Jorge
Larracilla, whose computing wizardry guided me through the mani-
fold complications entailed in the revision of the indexes.

The presence of Leigh Mueller, my copy editor, is again all-
pervasive in this second edition. I am, as usual, grateful for her
elimination of inconsistencies, as well as for her persistent accuracy in
the presentation of the text.
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A volume of this size and scope would be inconceivable without the
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whom I have persistently harassed over a period of some ten years. By
far the most helpful was Teresa Fuentes who both modified examples,
where necessary, and offered an abundance of fresh ones. The Univer-
sity of Valencia provided me with an inexhaustible supply of teachers
and students who gave me enthusiastically and liberally of their time.
Among the Argentinians, I should like to convey special thanks to
Sergio Ochatt and his wife Estela, and to Adriana Walter, while the
large group of Mexicans consulted includes Federico Salvador, Lilyan
de la Vega and Bernardo Gardufio. This all amounts to several
thousand hours of consulting time.

Mention should be made of Mike McCarthy who read the final
print-out and made numerous valuable suggestions, and of Leigh
Mueller who was of great assistance at the copy-editing stage. I should
also like to thank Judith Hayes for the many hours she gave me in the
presentation of the print-out.

Grateful mention should also be made of the University of
Nottingham and The British Academy who provided funds for
prolonged stays in Spain.
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Abbreviations

A Argentinian
f feminine

M Mexican

m  masculine
pl plural

R register
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