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What constitutes a creative person? Is it someone who can perform
many tasks innovatively? Is it someone who exhibits creative genius in
one area? Is it someone who utilizes her creativity for good and moral
causes? Is it someone who uses his creativity to help his company
or country succeed? Different cultures have different perspectives on
what it means to be creative, yet it is nearly always the American or
Western perspective that is represented in the psychological litera-
ture. The goal of The International Handbook of Creativity is to present a
truly international and diverse set of perspectives on the psychology
of human creativity. Distinguished scholars from around the world
have written chapters for this book about the history and current
state of creativity research and theory in their respective parts of the
world. The book presents a wide array of international perspectives
and research, with much of the work discussed never before available
in English.
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I dedicate my work on this book to David K. Hecht, who has just

married a terrific woman, Aviva, and earned his PhD from Yale.

It is so rare to meet someone who you like more with every passing

year – someone who knows all the stupid things that you do, and is

your friend anyway.

Dave is one of the greatest people I know, and one of the only people for

whom I always pick up the telephone.

Thanks, Dave.

– JCK

I would like to dedicate my efforts to Howard Gruber, who recently

passed away, and who was one of the great pioneers of all times in the

study of creativity. He will be greatly missed.

– RJS
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Carmen Ferrándiz, Universidad de Murcia

Cándido Genovard, Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona

Elena L. Grigorenko, Moscow State University/Center for the
Psychology of Abilities, Competencies, and Expertise, Yale University

Magdalena Grohman, Jagiellonian University

James C. Kaufman, California State University at San Bernardino

Omar H. Khaleefa, University of Khartoum

Nava L. Livne, University of Utah

Todd I. Lubart, Université René Descartes, Paris
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