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This fascinating book examines theories of children’s perceptions of
space and place and explores how these theories are applied to the
world of children. The focus is on children in large real world spaces;
places that children live in, explore and learn from. These include
classrooms, playgrounds, homes and yards, towns, communities, coun-
tryside, natural environments, and the wider world. An international
team of authors compare the experiences of children from different
cultures and backgrounds. Often excluded from discussions of place-
design on the presumption of lack of awareness, young children have
many environmental competencies which should lead to their inclu-
sion. They can read maps and study photographs, respond to the
natural and man-made world with great sensitivity, and contribute
considerably to the community. This book will appeal to environmental
and developmental psychologists and geographers, and also to planners
by linking research on children’s understandings and on their daily lives
to recommendations for practice.

CHRISTOPHER SPENCER is Professor of Environmental Psychology at
the University of Sheffield. His books include The Child in the Physical
Environment: The Development of Spatial Knowledge and Cognition (with
M. Blades and K. Morsley, 1989), Readings in Environmental Psychology:
The Child’s Environment (1995), and Psychology: A Contemporary Introduc-
tion (1998).

MARK BLADES is a Senior Lecturer in Developmental Psychology at
the University of Sheffield. He has jointly authored several books
including The Child in the Physical Environment (1989), The Cognition
of Geographic Space (2002), and Understanding Children’s Development,
Sfourth edition (2003).
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University. She received her PhD from the University of Surrey. Her
research focuses on children’s cognitive development, theory of mind,
and children’s understanding of pretence and reality. She has pub-
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on children’s understanding of the pretence-reality distinction. She is
currently the Review Editor of the British Fournal of Developmental
Psychology.

LOUISE CHAWLA is a professor in the Whitney Young School of Honors
and Liberal Studies at Kentucky State University and an associate
faculty member in the Doctoral Program in Environmental Studies at
Antioch, New England Graduate School. She holds an MA in educa-
tion and child development from Bryn Mawr College and a PhD in
environmental psychology from the City University of New York. She
has published widely on topics related to children’s participation in
community development, children’s environmental experience, the
development of environmental concern and responsibility, and cul-
tural interpretations of nature, including the book In the First Country
of Places: Nature, Poetry and Childhood Memory (State University of
New York, 1994). She is editor and co-author of Growing Up in an
Urbanising World (UNESCO/Earthscan Publications, 2002), which is
based on her work as International Coordinator of the Growing Up in
Cities project for UNESCO.

CHARLOTTE CLARK is a post doctoral research fellow in the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, Queen Mary’s School of Medicine & Dentistry,
University of London. She received her PhD in environmental psych-
ology from the University of Surrey. Her research focuses on how the
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exposure on children’s health and cognition and the RELACHS pro-
ject, a longitudinal study of adolescents’ mental and physical health.
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Alberta. His research focuses on way finding by children and adults
in natural environments. In collaboration with Professor C. Donald
Heth, Cornell is currently developing expert systems software for the
management of search for lost persons.
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environmental studies from Yale University, where she conducted
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research projects in medicinal plants, traditional ecological knowledge,
and forest restoration with communities and youth throughout the
Southwest United States. Other professional experiences include
designing and leading experiential environmental education programs
for children, coordinating youth conservation corps teams in natural
resources, and community development and education in West Africa.

MARK FRANCIS, FASLA, is professor of landscape architecture at the
University of California, Davis. Trained in landscape architecture and
urban design at Berkeley and Harvard, his research and design work
has focused on the meanings that children and youth attach to built
and natural places. He is Associate Editor of the Journal of Architec-
tural and Planning Research and past President of the Environmental
Design Research Association. His books include Community Open
Spaces (Island Press, 1984), Public Space (Cambridge, 1992), The
Meaning of Gardens (MIT, 1990), The California Landscape Garden
(California, 1999) and most recently Village Homes (Island Press,
2003) and Urban Open Space (Island Press, 2003).

VITTORIA GIULIANI is senior researcher at the Institute of Cognitive
Sciences and Technologies (ISTC) of the National Research Council
in Rome. She has been involved in environmental psychology for
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participated in many national and international conferences, and has
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published numerous papers on these topics. Recent works include
papers on “Theory of attachment and place attachment’ in M. Bonnes,
T. Lee, and M. Bonaiuto (eds.) (2003), and ‘Residential preferences
and attachment across the lifespan’, Ch. Spielberg (ed.) Encyclopedia of
Applied Psychology.

HARRY HEFT is professor of psychology at Denison University, Gran-
ville, Ohio, USA. He received a PhD in environment-behavior studies
from The Pennsylvania State University. He is author of Ecological
Psychology in Context: Fames Gibson, Roger Barker, and the Legacy of
William Fames’s Radical Empiricism (Erlbaum, 2001). Other publica-
tions concern the relationship between environmental conditions and
the development of perceptual and cognitive competencies; way find-
ing and environmental cognition; and affordances and action. He is
a member of the board of directors of the International Society for
Ecological Psychology, serves on the editorial board of Environment &
Behavior, and is Book Review Editor for the Fournal of Environmental
Psychology.

KENNETH HILL is professor of psychology at Saint Mary’s University in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. He received a PhD in psychology at the
University of Alberta. He teaches courses in cognition and environ-
mental perception, and conducts research in way finding and lost
person behaviour. He has published numerous articles pertaining to
search and rescue operations. He is the author of two books, Man-
aging the Lost Person Incident (1997), and Lost Person Behaviour (1999).

LIISA HORELLI is associate professor of environmental psychology at the
Helsinki University of Technology, Centre of Urban and Regional
Studies. She received her PhD in housing research at the Helsinki
University of Technology, Department of Architecture. Her disserta-
tion dealt with the dwelling as a psychological environment. Her
research focuses on the methodology of participatory planning with
children, young people and women as well as on the theory of human
friendly environments. She has published numerous papers on these
topics. Her most recent book is co-edited with Miretta Prezza, In
Search of Child-Friendly Environments (2004).

SUSAN KEMP is associate professor at the University of Washington
School of Social Work. Born in New Zealand, she was educated at
the University of Auckland and at Columbia University, New York,
where she completed her PhD. Her research focuses on environmental
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Person-Environment Practice: The Social Ecology of Interpersonal Helping
(Aldine de Gruyter, 1997) and is currently at work on a book on the
history of environmental intervention in direct social work practice
(forthcoming with Columbia University Press). She pursues her inter-
est in the spatial as a faculty affiliate of CEEDS, the University of
Washington’s interdisciplinary Center for Education, Environment,
and Design Studies.

FRANCES KUO is assistant professor of environment and human health
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She received her
MA and PhD in psychology at the University of California, Berkeley,
and the University of Michigan, respectively. She examines the role of
urban nature in creating a healthy human habitat. One line of work
documents the ways in which neighbourhood green space contributes
to stronger, safer neighbourhoods. Another documents the links be-
tween day-to-day exposure to nature and psychological health, includ-
ing better cognitive functioning, reduced aggression, better impulse
control, more effective management of major life issues, and reduced
AD/HD symptoms.

MARKETTA KYTTA is an environmental psychologist, who works as a
researcher in the Centre for Urban and Regional Studies at Helsinki
University of Technology. Her research covers issues concerning
human-friendly environments, for example the aesthetical experi-
ences, perceived density and perceived environmental quality of lay
people, participation in urban planning, social impact analysis, and
the qualities of child-friendly environment. Her doctoral thesis is
called Children in Outdoor Contexts (2003). She has lectured and taught
in several universities in Finland and elsewhere.

RAY LORENZO is a planner trained at Harvard, currently working in
Italy. He is a consultant to numerous city and national government
agencies on children and cities and participatory planning including
the Italian Ministry of Environment’s Program for Sustainable Cities
For and With Children, Local Agenda 21 and UNICEF’s Child
Friendly Cities Initiative. He was formerly assistant professor in the
Environmental Psychology Program, Gradate Centre of the City Uni-
versity of New York. He is author of Itzaly: Too Little Time and Space for
Childhood, (UNICEF, 1992) and La Cruta sostenibile: participazione,
luogo, comunita (Eleuthera, 1998).

EVANTHIA LYONS is a senior lecturer in the Department of Psychology,
University of Surrey. She received her degrees at Bedford College
and the Institute of Education, University of London. Her doctoral
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research was concerned with social psychological processes in adoles-
cent everyday decision making. Since then she has carried out research
into the development of national identities in children, the role of
social memories in maintaining inter-group conflicts and processes
involved in the construction of European identities and citizenship.
She currently co-ordinates a cross-national project on constructions of
political trust amongst young people in ethnic minority groups in eight
EU and post-communist countries.

SANDRA HORNE MARTIN is research fellow at the University of Central
England. She received her PhD in design at Goldsmiths University of
London in 1999 with her thesis titled The Classroom Environment and
its Effects on the Practice of Teachers. She has been working as a post
doctoral research fellow for the past three years. Her current research
focuses on training teachers about the effects of environmental aware-
ness and competence in the use of the classroom setting and its
consequences on the behaviour of children. She is also involved in
research in design risk management. She has published numerous
papers on these topics.

HUGH MATTHEWS is professor of geography and Dean of the Graduate
School at University College Northampton. He received his PhD in
geography at the University of Wales, Swansea and held posts at
Coventry University before taking up his present appointment. His
research focuses on children’s and young people’s use of place and
space and their participation in local communities. He has published
over 100 papers and monographs on these topics and several books,
most recently Children and Community Regeneration (2002). He is
currently inaugural editor of Children’s Geographies and Director of
the Centre for Children and Youth at UCN.

BEVERLY PLESTER is a senior lecturer in psychology at Coventry Uni-
versity. She received her MSc in psychology from Brigham Young
University, and PhD in developmental psychology at the University
of Sheffield. She held posts at Solihull College, Daemen College, and
Northern State University before taking up her present post. Her
research focuses on children’s understanding of spatial representations
and their use in problem solving in the naturalistic environment. She
has published papers on these topics, and chapters in books including
Human Spatial Memory: Remembering Where (G. L. Allen, ed.) and
Researching Primary Geography (S. Catling and F. Martin, eds.).

ANTONELLA RISSOTTO is researcher at the Institute of Cognitive
Sciences and Technologies (ISTC) of the National Research Council
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in Rome. Her degree is in biological sciences at the University of
Rome. She participated in several programmes on children’s environ-
mental education and, with Francesco Tonucci, in the international
Project on ‘The children city’. She is currently responsible for
joint research by the City Council of Rome and ISTC on the evalu-
ation of the initiatives and services for children’s well-being promoted
by the Municipality of Rome. Her research focuses on children’s
participation in urban planning.

CHRISTOPHER SPENCER is professor of environmental psychology
at the University of Sheffield, UK. His DPhil from Oxford University
was in social psychology, but he soon discovered that there was also a
physical environment to behaviour whilst he was working as a field
primatologist in Malaysia (where he was on the staff of Universiti
Sains Malaysia). With David Canter, he was in at the beginning of
the Fournal of Environmental Psychology. Much of his research has
been on environments for children: their cognitive maps; their under-
standing of aerial photographs; and (with young blind children) their
ability to use tactile maps at an early age. And in another life, he
wrote Drug Abuse in East Asia for Oxford University Press. Other
books include The Child in the Physical Environment, Readings on the
Child’s Environment, and Psychology: A Contemporary Introduction for
Blackwells.

SHARON EGRETTA SUTTON is professor of architecture and urban
design, and Director of CEEDS (Center for Environment Education
and Design Studies) at the University of Washington. She has held
positions at Pratt Institute, Columbia University, the University of
Cincinnati, and the University of Michigan where she became the first
African American woman in the United States to be promoted to full
professor of architecture. She has degrees in music, architecture,
psychology, and philosophy, all earned in New York City, is a Fellow
in the American Institute of Architects, a Distinguished Professor of
the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture, and an inductee
in the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame. She previously practised
architecture in New York City and, as a professional musician, per-
formed with the Bolshoi and other ballet companies, and in such
Broadway hits as Man of La Mancha, Fiddler on the Roof, and A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum.

ANDREA FABER TAYLOR is a researcher of children’s environments and
behavior at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She
received her MSc and PhD in natural resources and environmental
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sciences at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Her research
has focused on the connection between greenspace and various aspects
of children’s healthy functioning and development, and has included
children living in poverty and children with Attention-Deficit Hyper-
activity Disorder (ADHD). She has also been a lecturer at the University
of Illinois for the course, ‘Residential Landscape Design’.

FAITH TUCKER is lecturer in geography at University College North-
ampton. Her research interests are in the area of children’s geograph-
ies, and in particular young people’s use of outdoor space in
rural areas. Her recently completed PhD research, carried out at the
Centre for Children and Youth, University College Northampton,
focused on the lifestyles of teenage girls growing up in rural south
Northamptonshire.

DAVID UZZELL is professor of environmental psychology at the Univer-
sity of Surrey, and leads the Environmental Psychology Research
Group. He is president of the International Association of People-
Environment Studies (IAPS), and joint co-ordinator of EPUK (En-
vironmental Psychology in the UK). He is also European editor of the
Fournal of Architectural and Planning Research and on the editorial
board of the Fournal of Environmental Psychology. Current research
includes the psychology of sustainable development (especially in
relation to climate change, waste, and transport); architectural ap-
praisal and urban design; heritage and environmental interpretation,
and education; and diversity, social exclusion, and the countryside.
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