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We have, as a theological community, generally lost a language
in which to speak of the createdness of the world. Asa
consequence, our discourses of reason cannot bridge the way
we know God and the way we know the world. Therefore,
argues Oliver Davies, a primary task of contemporary theology
is the regeneration of a Christian account of the world as
sacramental, leading to the formation of a Christian
conception of reason and a new Christocentric understanding
of the real. Both the Johannine tradition of creation through
the Word and a Eucharistic semiotics of Christ as the
embodied, sacrificial and creative speech of God serve the
project of a repairal of Christian cosmology. The world itself is
viewed as a creative text authored by God, of which we as
interpreters are an integral part. This is a wide-ranging and
convincing book that makes an important contribution to
modern theology.
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Was in Deiner Sprache das Seyn ist, mochte ich lieber das Wort nennen.

What is termed ‘being’ in your language, I would prefer to call ‘word’.
Johann Georg Hamann, Letter to F. H. Jacobi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521538459
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521538459 - The Creativity of God: World, Eucharist, Reason
Oliver Davies

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

Acknowledgements  page xi

Introduction: the cosmological imperative 1
PartI Anarchaeology of createdness

1 Thearchitecture of createdness 15
Heaven in the heavens 16
Heavenonearth 21
Cosmic phenomenology 25

2 The metaphysics of createdness 29
Transcendentals and reason 30
Semiotics 42
Conclusion 48

3 Cosmological fragments 50
Fragmentation 51
Cosmological transformations 56
Conclusion 71

PartIl Scriptural cosmology

4 Speechrevealed 75
Mosaic dialogues 76
Trinitarian speech 84
Conclusion 92

5 Spiritand Letter o5
The model of the text 98

[ix]

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521538459
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521538459 - The Creativity of God: World, Eucharist, Reason
Oliver Davies

Frontmatter

More information

X Contents

The divine text 104
Conclusion 114

6 Voice and sacrifice 117
Inhabiting the Text 119
Christology 122
Eucharist 128
Conclusion 132

PartIII Eucharistic wisdom

7 Theabundantreal 137
Realism and Eucharistic semiotics 139
A Christian philosophy of the real 143
Intensities of thereal 146
Conclusion 152

8 Wisdom of the flesh 154
The human body and the Primal Text 156
Voice, text and body 158
Eucharisticflesh 160
Conclusion 168

9 Eucharistic reasoning 170
Historical reason 171
Transfiguration and reason 178
Conclusion 190

Conclusion: cosmology and the theological imagination
Select bibliography 197

Index of biblical citations 203
General index 206

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521538459
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521538459 - The Creativity of God: World, Eucharist, Reason
Oliver Davies

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

Many books which have been long in the gestation are indebted in
countless ways to more individuals than can easily be named. This book is
no exception. Thavea particular and very personal indebtedness to friends
and scholars who have contributed hugely to the progress of this book
at the Universities of Virginia and of Cambridge. Amongst these I should
name Peter Ochs and David Ford; but there are many others whose input
has been of great value, as well as those whose contribution is unknown
either to themselves or to me. I must give special thanks also to the series
editors, Daniel Hardy and Colin Gunton, for their invaluable support.Ibe-
lieve that this book picks up themes in the recent work of Colin Gunton,
whose untimely death has been such aloss for the theological community.
I must thank also Father Gregory Kant and Deacon Chris Morash of the
Church of the Incarnation in Charlottesville, Virginia, who welcomed my-
self and my family into the vibrant sacramental life of the parish at a criti-
cal period in the formation of the Eucharistic theology that will be found
in these pages. My thanks are due also to Paul Fiddes for our many ‘Berlin’
conversations, and I wish to thank Gavin Flood for his enduring support,
engagement and friendship. Iam grateful to the Arts and Humanities Re-
search Board for a grant which facilitated the writing of this book. The
book is dedicated to Joyce, my mother, and to Isaac, my ‘first-born’.

[xi]

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521538459
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

