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In A Systematic Theory of Argumentation, two of the leading figures in
argumentation theory, Frans H. van Eemeren and Rob Grootendorst,
presentaview of argumentation as a means of resolving differences of
opinion by testing the acceptability of the disputed positions. Their
model of a “critical discussion” serves as a theoretical tool for ana-
lyzing, evaluating, and producing argumentative discourse. In this
approach, pragmatic and dialectical insights are combined by con-
ceiving a critical discussion as a methodological exchange of speech
acts between two parties.

Van Eemeren and Grootendorst develop a method for the recon-
struction of argumentative discourse that takes into account all as-
pects that are relevant to a critical assessment. They explicate a set of
rules for the conduct of a critical discussion and propose a practical
code of behavior for discussants who want to resolve their differences
in a reasonable way.

A Systematic Theory of Argumentation is a major contribution to the
study of argumentation and will be of particular value to profession-
als and graduate students in speech communication, informal logic,
rhetoric, critical thinking, linguistics, and philosophy.

Frans H. van Eemeren is Professor of Speech Communication, Argu-
mentation Theory, and Rhetoric at the University of Amsterdam.

Until his death in 2000, Rob Grootendorst was Professor of Dutch
Speech Communication at the University of Amsterdam.
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Preface

A Systematic Theory of Argumentation gives an overview of the
pragma-dialectical approach to argumentative discourse that Rob
Grootendorst and I [Frans H. van Eemeren] jointly developed over
the past thirty years. It provides a sketch of our contribution to the
study of argumentation by describing our approach to a number of
issues that are crucial to the development of a comprehensive theory
of argumentation. In the process, insights that we have achieved are
explained. This book — our latest and last one — serves as a final report
of our work together. Rob’s early death in 2000 put an untimely end
to our great collaboration.

Rob and I co-authored a variety of studies, textbooks, and more-
popular books about argumentation in Dutch. Most of our theoretical
work was also published in English, but our scholarly contributions are
scattered over a great number of articles and other publications. That
is why we thought it useful to give a general overview of our ideas. A
Systematic Theory of Argumentation is aimed at making the main thrust
of our views about argumentation more easily accessible to our fellow
students of argumentation. The book, which is dedicated to Jet Greebe,
Rob’s widow, is meant to be a modest monument to Rob. I hope that
it will help us all to commemorate Rob as the inspired argumentation
scholar he always was.

I am grateful to the great many friends in the international com-
munity of argumentation scholars who have given me their support
in completing the manuscript for this book. In particular, I would like
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viii Preface

to thank Hans V. Hansen, Michael Leff, J. Anthony Blair, Alec Fisher,
Joseph Wenzel, Douglas N. Walton, John Woods, Sally Jackson, Charles
A. Willard, and Scott Jacobs for their encouragement and invaluable
support. Tony Blair’s help in correcting the manuscript has been of
great significance to me.

As Rob and I had expected when we decided that I should finish
the work that would otherwise have been left uncompleted, our dear
colleagues in the department of Speech Communication, Argumenta-
tion Theory and Rhetoric of the University of Amsterdam have given
me all their help in getting the book ready for publication.

I thank them wholeheartedly for their critical assistance. I am par-
ticularly grateful to Erik C.W. Krabbe (Ryksuniversiteit Groningen),
who is technically not a member but a friend of our department,
Peter Houtlosser, A. Francisca Snoeck Henkemans, and Leah E.
Polcar. Without Erik’s useful comments, Peter’s constructive contribu-
tions to the writing process, Francisca’s critical readings of my drafts,
and Leah’s corrections, I would not have been able to complete A
Systematic Theory of Argumentation satisfactorily.

Cambridge University Press, too, deserves my thanks. The enthu-
siastic endorsements of its reviewers, together with these reviewers’
detailed criticisms, have been a great stimulus to me to keep working
on improving the text. I would like to thank Terence Moore, Publish-
ing Director, Humanities, and Ronald Cohen for their kind support
and constructive suggestions.
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