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ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL

For this updated edition, Alexander Leggatt has written a wholly new introduction to Russell
Fraser’s edition of one of Shakespeare’s most puzzling, ambiguous and demanding plays.
Leggatt’s interest in performance informs his introduction and his account of the instability of
the main characters. He offers a full, illustrated and thoughtful account of the play’s critical and
theatrical fortunes to the end of the twentieth century, and of our experience as an audience of
seeing and hearing it performed. An updated reading list completes the edition.
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

This edition draws on the labour of most of Shakespeare’s editors who have preceded
me, beginning with Rowe in 1709. Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch and John Dover Wilson,
who began The New Shakespeare in 1921, are conspicuous among these predecessors.
The New Cambridge Shakespeare in which the present volume appears does not depend
on their work, and is a completely new edition. Shakespeare’s critics, beginning with
Meres in 1598 and coming down to the present, are represented in this edition as
their critical comments seem pertinent. I have often had G. K. Hunter’s work in mind,
and his Arden edition (1959) deserves special mention. No particular school or point
of view gets primacy, however.

I have had the good fortune of being able to depend on the extraordinary resources
of the University of Michigan libraries, and I am grateful for this. The Rackham
School of the University and my own department helped me financially, not least by
enabling me to engage Brian Foley as my assistant. He did all the typing, checked
all the collations, and his help in these and other ways has been indispensable
throughout.

R.F.
Unsversity of Michigan

ix

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521535151
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-53515-1 - All’s Well That Ends Well: Updated edition

Edited by Russell Fraser
Frontmatter
More information

ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

Shakespeare’s plays, when cited in this edition, are abbreviated in a style modified slightly from
that used in the Harvard Concordance to Shakespeare. Other editions of Shakespeare are
abbreviated under the editor’s surname (Evans, Hunter) unless they are the work of more than
one editor. In such cases, an abbreviated series name is used (NS, Var. 78). When more than
one edition by the same editor is cited, later editions are discriminated with a raised figure
(Rowe?). References to Abbott’s Shakespearian Grammar are to paragraph numbers. All
quotations from Shakespeare, except those from All’s Well, use the text and lineation of The

Riverside Shakespeare, under the general editorship of G. Blakemore Evans.

1. Shakespeare’s plays

Ado
Ant.
AWW
AYLI
Cor.
Cym.
Err.
Ham.
1Hy
2Hy
Hs
1H6
2H6
3H6
HS8
Jc
John
LLL
Lear
Mac.
MM
MND
MV
Oth.
Per.
R2
R3
Rom.
Shr.
STM
Temp.
TGV

Much Ado about Nothing

Antony and Cleopatra

All’s Well That Ends Well

As You Like It

Coriolanus

Cymbeline

The Comedy of Errors

Hamlet

The First Part of King Henry the Fourth
The Second Part of King Henry the Fourth
King Henry the Fifth

The First Part of King Henry the Sixth
The Second Part of King Henry the Sixth
The Third Part of King Henry the Sixth
King Henry the Eighth

Julius Caesar

King John

Love’s Labour’s Lost

King Lear

Macbeth

Measure for Measure

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

The Merchant of Venice

Othello

Pericles

King Richard the Second

King Richard the Third

Romeo and Fuliet

The Taming of the Shrew

Sir Thomas More

The Tempest

The Two Gentlemen of Verona
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Tim. Timon of Athens
Tit. Titus Andronicus
TN Twelfth Night
TNK The Two Noble Kinsmen
Tro. Troslus and Cressida
Wiv. The Merry Wives of Windsor
wT The Winter’s Tale
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