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The Opium Wars ushered in an era of intensive Western imperialism in
China at a time when the Ch’ing dynasty was already in decline, forcing
a small number of Chinese officials to come to the realization that China
must protect itself by adopting the same military technology that had
brought it national humiliation.

Shen Pao-chen was one such official. Abandoning the comfort of his
successful career, Shen devoted his life to building China’s first modern
naval dockyard and academy. His successes and failures shed new light
on the story of China’s efforts at modernization — a story that has not yet
come to a conclusion. Today, as China engages in a new phase of eco-
nomic and industrial modernization in the post-Mao era, many of the
issues in this study acquire new meaning and significance.
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A note on spelling

This book uses the Wade—Giles system for transliterating Chinese names
and terms. For the spelling of place names, the Chinese Postal Atlas
has been used as a guide. However, where the latter is inadequate in
distinguishing a town or a region from an administrative unit of the
same name, the administrative units have been rendered according to
the Wade—Giles system. For example:

Chinese Postal Atlas Wade— Giles system
Taiwan (island) T’ai-wan (prefecture or circuit,
depending on the suffix or
context)
Kiukiang (town, treaty port) Chiu-chiang (prefecture)

This convention enables the reader to identify, for instance, the Chiu-
chiang component in the Kuang-Jao-Chiu-Nan circuit in Kiangsi
province.
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