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This book focuses on the behavior of the ruling families of Brescia, a rich and
strategically vital city under Venetian rule, during the late sixteenth and early
seventeenth centuries.

The first part of the book conceptualizes the civic leadership of Brescia, with a
profile of its origins and a brief history of the process of aristocratization.
Further, it examines the relationship between family structure and the local
socio-political structures. Size, wealth, education, and marriage ties were all
pivotal factors which helped determine the family’s position in public life. Its
strength rested ultimately on its continuity over time. Women and women’s
property are given careful attention. The second part places the Brescian elite
within the Venetian state. Besides controlling urban political institutions, the
Brescians held strong economic links with the surrounding countryside, the basis
of their power, and they enjoyed ample authority in the rural communities
subject to the city. This section of the book examines the different ways in which
these families sought to preserve their control over local resources. It also
analyzes the Brescian civic leadership’s weight in public life, in relation to that of
Venetian authorities, illuminating some of the important ways in which the
Venctian state was knit together.
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stimulate scholarly debate over a range of issues which have not hitherto
received, in English, the attention they deserve. As it develops the series will
empbhasize the interest and vigor of current international debates on this central
period of Italian history and the persistent influence of Italian culture on the
rest of Europe.
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