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Using this book
Why was this book written?
It was written to help you improve your knowledge of phrasal verbs in English. Phrasal verbs
are verbs which have a main verb and a particle which, together, create one meaning (e.g. a
plane takes off from the airport; an adult looks after a child). You will come across a great
many phrasal verbs when you listen to and read English, and so it is important that you learn
about their meanings and about how they are used. You can use this book either with a
teacher or for self-study.

There are more than 5,000 phrasal verbs and related noun and adjective forms in use in
English. This book focuses just on those phrasal verbs which you need to know for everyday
spoken and written communication in English, and it aims to provide the information and
practice which will help you understand and use them correctly.

How were the phrasal verbs in the book selected?
The approximately 1,000 phrasal verbs and related noun and adjective forms which are
presented in this book were all selected from those identified as significant by the
CANCODE corpus of spoken English, developed at the University of Nottingham in
association with Cambridge University Press and the Cambridge International Corpus of
written and spoken English. The phrasal verbs selected are also to be found in the Cambridge
International Dictionary of Phrasal Verbs, where additional example sentences and usage
notes will also be found. You can search this dictionary online by going to the following
website: dictionary.cambridge.org

How is the book organised?
The book has 70 two-page units. The left-hand page explains the phrasal verbs that are
presented in the unit. You will usually find an explanation of the meaning of each phrasal
verb, an example of it in use and, where appropriate, any special notes about its usage. The
right-hand page checks that you have understood the information on the left-hand page by
giving you a series of exercises that practise the material just presented. The exercises pay
particular attention to checking understanding of the phrasal verbs and how they are used, so
that you will be able to use them accurately and appropriately.

The units are organised into different sections: 

First we start with important information about phrasal verbs in general (Units 1–5):
what they are, how their grammar works, and so on. This is an important training section,
and we recommend you do these units first.

After the introductory units, there are units on the most common verbs which are used to
form phrasal verbs (Units 6–12) and units on the most common particles found in phrasal
verbs (Units 13–21).

The rest of the book teaches you the phrasal verbs which are associated with particular
concepts (e.g. time), functions (e.g. giving and getting information) and topics (e.g. business,
feelings, student life).

The book also has a key to all the exercises so that you can check your answers. At the back
of this book you will find a useful Mini dictionary. This provides clear definitions of all the
phrasal verbs and related noun and adjective forms that appear in this book. The Mini
dictionary also indicates the unit number where you can find a particular phrasal verb.
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How should I use this book?
It is strongly recommended that you work through Units 1–5 first so that you become 
familiar with the way phrasal verbs operate and with the terminology that is used in the rest 
of the book. After that, you may work on the units in any order that suits you.

What else do I need in order to work with this book?
You need a notebook or file in which you can write down the phrasal verbs that you study in
this book as well as any others that you come across elsewhere.

You also need to have access to a good dictionary. We strongly recommend the Cambridge
International Dictionary of Phrasal Verbs as this gives exactly the kind of information that
you need to have about phrasal verbs. Your teacher, however, may also be able to recommend
other dictionaries that you will find useful.

So, we hope that this book will help you understand and use new or difficult phrasal verbs
that crop up (see Unit 44 – Student life: reading and writing) in your reading and listening in
English and that, by the time you finish the units, you’ll be saying: ‘English phrasal verbs?
Show me a new one and I’ll figure out what it means in seconds!’ (see Unit 69  American 
and Australian phrasal verbs).
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