
The Global Coffee Economy in Africa, Asia,
and Latin America, 1500–1989

Your cup of coffee comes from far away. It was grown in Brazil,
Colombia, Vietnam, or one of the hundred other coffee-producing lands
on five continents. It is a palpable and long-standing manifestation of
globalization. For 500 years coffee has been grown in tropical countries
for consumption in temperate regions.

This volume brings together scholars from nine countries who study
coffee markets and societies over the last five centuries in fourteen coun-
tries on four continents and across the Indian and Pacific oceans, with
a special emphasis on the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
chapters analyze the creation and function of commodity, labor, and
financial markets; the role of race, ethnicity, gender, and class in the
formation of coffee societies; the interaction between technology and
ecology; and the impact of colonial powers, nationalist regimes, and the
forces of the world economy in the forging of economic development
and political democracy.

William Gervase Clarence-Smith is Professor of Economic History of
Asia and Africa, University of London. He is the author of Slaves, Peas-
ants and Capitalists in Southern Angola, 1840–1926 (1979), The Third
Portuguese Empire, 1825–1975 (1985), and Cocoa and Chocolate (2000).

Steven Topik is Professor of History at the University of California,
Irvine. He is the author of The Political Economy of the Brazilian State,
1889–1930 (1987), Trade and Gunboats (1996), and the coauthor (with
Kenneth Pomeranz) of The World That Trade Created (1999) and (with
Allen Wells and Jonathan Brown) of The Second Conquest of Latin
America (1998).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521521726 - The Global Coffee Economy in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 1500-1989
Edited by William Gervase Clarence-Smith and Steven Topik
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521521726
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


The Global Coffee Economy in Africa, Asia,
and Latin America, 1500–1989

Edited by

WILLIAM GERVASE CLARENCE-SMITH
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London

STEVEN TOPIK
University of California, Irvine

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521521726 - The Global Coffee Economy in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 1500-1989
Edited by William Gervase Clarence-Smith and Steven Topik
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521521726
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press

40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011–4211, USA

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521818513

© Cambridge University Press 2003

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2003

Reprinted 2005

This digitally printed first paperback version 2006

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

The global coffee economy in Africa, Asia and Latin America, 1500—1989 / edited by

William Gervase Clarence-Smith, Steven Topik.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0-521-81851-6

1. Coffee industry — Africa — History. 2. Coffee industry — Asia — History. 3.

Coffee

industry — Latin America — History. I. Clarence-Smith, W.G., 1948— II. Topik,

Steven.

HD9195. A3512 G58 2003

338.1’7373—dc21 2002073472

ISBN-13  978-0-521-81851-3 hardback

ISBN-10  0-521-81851-6 hardback

ISBN-13  978-0-521-52172-7 paperback

ISBN-10  0-521-52172-6 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for

the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or

third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such

Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521521726 - The Global Coffee Economy in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 1500-1989
Edited by William Gervase Clarence-Smith and Steven Topik
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521521726
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To Keiko and Sarah

and

To my mother Trudy. Raised in a Viennese coffeehouse, she dedicated

her life to helping others.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521521726 - The Global Coffee Economy in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 1500-1989
Edited by William Gervase Clarence-Smith and Steven Topik
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521521726
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Introduction: Coffee and Global Development page 1
Steven Topik, University of California, Irvine
William Gervase Clarence-Smith, School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London

i. origins of the world coffee economy

1. The Integration of the World Coffee Market 21
Steven Topik, University of California, Irvine

2. Coffee in the Red Sea Area from the Sixteenth to the
Nineteenth Century 50
Michel Tuchscherer, IREMAM, Aix-en-Provence, France

3. The Origins and Development of Coffee Production
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Coffee growing areas
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