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Your cup of coffee comes from far away. It was grown in Brazil,
Colombia, Vietnam, or one of the hundred other coffee-producing lands
on five continents. It is a palpable and long-standing manifestation of
globalization. For 500 years coffee has been grown in tropical countries
for consumption in temperate regions.

This volume brings together scholars from nine countries who study
coffee markets and societies over the last five centuries in fourteen coun-
tries on four continents and across the Indian and Pacific oceans, with
a special emphasis on the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
chapters analyze the creation and function of commodity, labor, and
financial markets; the role of race, ethnicity, gender, and class in the
formation of coffee societies; the interaction between technology and
ecology; and the impact of colonial powers, nationalist regimes, and the
forces of the world economy in the forging of economic development
and political democracy.

William Gervase Clarence-Smith is Professor of Economic History of
Asia and Africa, University of London. He is the author of Slaves, Peas-
ants and Capitalists in Southern Angola, 1840-1926 (1979), The Third
Portuguese Empire, 1825-1975 (1985), and Cocoa and Chocolate (2000).

Steven Topik is Professor of History at the University of California,
Irvine. He is the author of The Political Economy of the Brazilian State,
1889-1930 (1987), Trade and Gunboats (1996), and the coauthor (with
Kenneth Pomeranz) of The World That Trade Created (1999) and (with
Allen Wells and Jonathan Brown) of The Second Conquest of Latin
America (1998).
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To Keiko and Sarah
and
To my mother Trudy. Raised in a Viennese coffeehouse, she dedicated
ber life to helping others.
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