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This book is a study in the evolution of English society between ¢. 1180 and
c¢. 1280. It deliberately avoids over-concentration upon the county, arguing
that this approach tends towards anachronism and distortion. It emphasises
instead the locality, bearing in mind that the presence of a territorial
lordship and an honour court might help to shape local identity.

The book proceeds by means of a detailed analysis of the honour and
locality of Coventry, concentrating upon the nature of lordship and upon
the social and economic fortunes of knights, free tenants and local
administrators, and the relationships between them. A further dimension
is added by the existence of an important seignorial borough at the centre
of the locality. The book therefore not only explores the role of the town
in the evolution of the knightly class, but also examines more broadly the
relationship between town and country in this period. Following this
analysis the book turns to a broader consideration of the fortunes of
the knightly class in Warwickshire and to the issues surrounding the
evolution of knighthood in general. Thus it makes a significant contribu-
tion towards our understanding of the origins of the English gentry.
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General Editor: PAUL SLACK, Exeter College, Oxford

Past and Present Publications comprise books similar in character to the
articles in the journal Past and Present. Whether the volumes in the series are
collections of essays — some previously published, others new studies — or
monographs, they encompass a wide variety of scholarly and original works
primarily concerned with social, economic and cultural changes, and their
causes and consequences. They will appeal to both specialists and non-specia-
lists and will endeavour to communicate the results of historical and allied
research in readable and lively form. This series continues and expands in its
aims the volumes previously published elsewhere.

For a list of titles in Past and Present Publications, see end of book.
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To the memory of my father, THOMAS COSS (1904-1978),
who loved life, and Coventry
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