
PRISON, PUNISHMENT AND PENANCE
IN LATE ANTIQUITY

This book traces the long-term genesis of the sixth-century Roman
legal penalty of forced monastic penance. The late antique evidence
for this penal institution runs counter to a scholarly consensus that
Roman legal principle did not acknowledge the use of corrective
punitive confinement. Dr Hillner argues that forced monastic
penance was a product of a late Roman penal landscape that was
more complex than previous models of Roman punishment have
allowed. She focuses on invigoration of classical normative discourses
around punishment as education through Christian concepts of
penance, on social uses of corrective confinement that can be found
in a vast range of public and private scenarios and spaces, as well as on
a literary Christian tradition that gave the experience of punitive
imprisonment a new meaning. The book makes an important con-
tribution to recent debates about the interplay between penal strate-
gies and penal practices in the late Roman world.
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In the footnotes and appendices, titles of primary sources are usually cited
in full in Latin or English, with bibliographical references in brackets.
Where abbreviations of titles are used, these generally follow the conven-
tions of PLRE and/or Der Neue Pauly. Almost all papyri references are
drawn from the online Duke Data Bank of Documentary Papyri (via
papyri.info) and employ the abbreviations used there.
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Maps

Places of forced residence, fourth to sixth centuries (excluding monastic
confinement).
On the fifth-century map, the outline of the Roman empire represents

the situation after the Vandal entry into North Africa in 429, and on the
sixth-century map the outline is that of the Roman empire under Justinian
after 535, even though some exile places date to an earlier period in the
respective centuries. Some locations of exile places are approximate.

Key

Cities
Imperial residence cities

Fortresses or fortified settlements
Mines or Quarries
Oasis
Islands
Places of forced ordination

Map 1: Fourth century.
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Key

Cities
Imperial residence cities

Fortresses or fortified settlements
Mines or Quarries
Oasis
Islands
Places of forced ordination

Map 2: Fifth century.
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Key

Cities
Imperial residence cities

Fortresses or fortified settlements
Mines or Quarries
Oasis
Islands
Places of forced ordination

Map 3: Sixth century.
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