
BET W EEN ROME A ND  
C A RTH AGE

Hannibal invaded Italy with the hope of raising widespread 
 rebellions among Rome’s subordinate allies. Yet even after crushing 
the Roman army at Cannae, he was only partially successful. Why 
did some communities decide to side with Carthage and  others to 
side with Rome? This is the fundamental question posed in this 
book, and consideration is given to the particular political, diplo-
matic, military and economic factors that influenced individual 
communities’ decisions. Understanding their motivations reveals 
much, not just about the war itself, but also about Rome’s rela-
tions with Italy during the prior two centuries of aggressive expan-
sion. The book sheds new light on Roman imperialism in Italy, the 
nature of Roman hegemony and the transformation of Roman Italy 
in the period leading up to the Social War. It is informed through-
out by contemporary political science theory and archaeological evi-
dence, and will be required reading for all historians of the Roman 
Republic.
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The abbreviations used throughout this book are those of the Oxford 
Classical Dictionary, 3rd edn (for references to ancient literary sources and 
inscriptions) and of L’Année Philologique (for the titles of scholarly jour-
nals), with the following additions and variations:

All references to Dionysius of Halicarnassus (Dion. Hal.) refer to the 
Roman Antiquities unless otherwise indicated.

Beck and Walter, FRH  Beck, H. and Walter, U. (eds.), Die frühen 
römischen Historiker (2 vols.). Darmstadt, 
2001.

Cauer2  Cauer, P. (ed.), Delectus Inscriptionum 
Graecarum, 2nd edn. Leipzig, 1883.

DNP  Cancik, H. and Schneider, H. (eds.), Der 
neue Pauly: Enzyklopädie der Antike (16 
vols.). Stuttgart, 1996–2003.
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Map 14 Taras and the Sallentine Peninsula
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Map 15 Roman confiscations and colonisation, c. 200–100 bc
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