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An Empire of Facts presents a fascinating account of the formation

of French conceptions of Islam in France’s largest and most impor-

tant colony. During the period from 1870–1914, travelers, bureaucrats,

scholars, and writers formed influential and long-lasting misconcep-

tions about Islam that determined the imperial cultural politics of Alge-

ria and its interactions with republican France. Narratives of Islamic

mysticism, rituals, gender relations, and sensational crimes brought

unfamiliar cultural forms and practices to popular attention in France,

but also constructed Algerian Muslims as objects for colonial interven-

tion. Personal lives and interactions between Algerian and French men

and women inflected these texts, determining their style, content, and

consequences. Drawing on sources in Arabic and French, this book

places such personal moments at the heart of the production of colo-

nial knowledge, emphasizing the indeterminacy of ethnography, and its

political context in the unfolding of France’s empire and its relations

with Muslim North Africa.
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Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major new series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary

works in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series will

explore the connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and

global histories, the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and

the flows of people, ideas and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that

end, the series will not only offer a space for outstanding scholars working at the

intersection of several disciplines to bring to wider attention the impact of their

work; it will also take a leading role in reconfiguring contemporary historical and

critical knowledge, of the past and of ourselves.
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5. “Family Tree” of S. ūf ı̄ T. uruq, including major leaders, from

Octave Depont and Xavier Coppolani, Les Confréries
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