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Page numbers in italics indicate illustrative material.

Acolman market, , 

Acuecuexco, 

agriculture. See also foods or crops

and intensive farming, , 

annual cycle of, –

chinampa, xix, , , , ,



harvests in, –, , ,

, 

rainfall, , , , , 

techniques of, xix, –

terraces in, xix, , , , ,

–, 

Ahuitzotl

egalitarian policies of, –,



funeral of, –

and Great Temple, 

life of, –

military campaigns of, , 

palace of, –, , 

reign of, 

wives and children of, 

altepetl or city-state. See also Basin of

Mexico

defined, xx

rulerships, and myth, xxi

survival of rulers or tlatoque, under

Spaniards, 

Alva Ixtlilxochitl, Fernando de,

xxv–xxvi

Alvarado Tezozomoc, Fernando de,

–

animals, domesticated

introduced by Spaniards, , 

types of, xix, , 

archaeological investigation, xxiv,

xxvi–xxvii, –, –, 

artisans. See also goods or crafts;

painter–scribes; names of

commodities

birthright of, xxi

diversification among, 

featherworkers, –

high regard for, –

palace, , , 

secrecy among, , –

tools of, , 

wealth and status of, 

autosacrifice, xxii, 

avocados

as counterfeit, 

and nursing mothers, 

prices of, 

purchase of, 

Axayacatl

military campaigns of, , ,

–

reign of, , , –

Azcapotzalco

city-state, 

slave market, , , , ,

, 

Aztec empire

dominance of, xxii

extent of, xv–xviii, , 


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Aztec empire (cont.)

population estimates, xviii

and Totonacapan region, 

Aztec empire, 

Aztecs. See Mexica or Aztec peoples

Aztlan, , 

Badianus herbal, 

ballcourts or ballgame, , , 

Basin of Mexico

altitude, xix

city-states, xv, xx, , , , , ,

, , 

colonial encomiendas, 

laborers in, 

lake, xvi, xviii

land use, 

merchants or pochteca, , , 

population estimates, , 

and resettlement, 

warfare in, 

birds. See also feathers or featherwork

in markets, 

non-native, 

and totocalli aviary, , , 

types of, , 

blood. See also autosacrifice; sacrifice,

human

and bloodletting, , –, 

as offering, xxii, 

books or codices. See also writing

systems; names of individual

works

types of, xxiv, 

writing and reading of, 

boys

duties of, , –, , , , ,

, , , 

buildings or architecture

defensible, 

eagle warrior chamber, 

furnishings of, 

houses, , –, –,

, 

markets, –

palaces, , , , , 

as public monuments, 

royal courtrooms, –

and reconstruction of

Tenochtitlan, , 

skull rack or tzompantli, 

Spanish styles of, xxvii, 

and slave labor, 

and slaves, as residents, , 

storage, , , , 

temples, –, , 

twin-temple style, 

bundles

for bloodletting, 

mummy, 

sacred, , , 

cacao, , , , , , See also

chocolate

as counterfeit, , , 

as money, –, 

value of, 

calendars

agricultural (xiuhpohualli), , ,



Christian, xv, , 

ritual (tonalpohualli), , , ,

, , , 

Calixtlahuaca, , , , , 

calmecac (priestly school), , ,

–, –, , See also

education

calpolli (neighborhood). See also

education; households

of farmers, 

of featherworkers, –, 

of merchants, , –

types of, xx, 

and use of cultivated plots, 

Cempoala, 

Cervantes de Salazar, Francisco,



Chalchiuhtlicue, 

and ritual bathing, , , 

Chalco

city-state, 

people of, xvi

Chapultepec, 

Chichimec peoples, xv

 Index
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children

as highly valued, 

naming of, , , , , ,

, –, 

and warring ideology, 

chinampas (raised-bed cultivated

plots). See agriculture

chocolate, , , , , , ,

See also cacao

Cholula

city-state, –

and human sacrifice, 

market, 

warriors of, , 

cihuacoatl (ruler) Tlacaelel, 

Cihuacoatl (‘woman serpent’ mother

goddess), 

cihuateteo (womengoddesses), , 

cloth or textiles. See also cotton;

maguey; weaving

cotton, as money, xix, , ,

, , 

feathered, , , , –

for deities, , 

household production of, 

production, xxvii, –, ,

, 

uses of, xix

as wall hangings, 

clothing

cloaks, 

cotton capes (quachtli), , ,

, , , 

of deceased woman, 

luxurious, 

military array or regalia, , , ,

, , 

and political power, –

for sacrifice, –

sandals, xxvii, , , –,

, 

styles, , 

and tailors, 

tying of, in marriage, 

warrior costume, xviii, , ,

–, –, , 

women’s, 

Coatlicue, 

cochineal, , , , 

Codex Magliabechiano, 

Codex Mendoza, xxv–xxvi, , , ,

, –, , 

Códice de Huexotzinco, 

comets or meteor showers, 

commoners, xxi, xxvii, , , See also

nobles or nobility

education of, 

houses of, 

types of, 

as warriors, 

wealth and status of, xxi

conduct or morality. See also

reciprocity; respect

and Aztec view of death, xxii

and childbearing, 

instruction in, , , 

justifications for war, –

of judges, 

principles of, xxiii, , , , ,

, , , 

and treatment of slaves, 

violations of, xxi, , –,

, , , –,

–, 

copal incense

ritual use of, 

sale of, –, 

tree, 

use in childbirth, 

Cortés, Hernando, xxv–xxvi, , ,

, , 

cotton

fibers, xix, , , , 

picking, 

raw, 

transport of, xviii

Coyoacan, –, , , 

Coyolxauhqui, xxii

crafts. See goods or crafts; names of

crafts

crops. See foods or crops

Cuauhtemoc, , –

Cuauhtitlan, 

Cuernavaca, 

Index 
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cuicacalli (ritual practices school),

, 

Cuitlahuac, 

Culhua-Mexica. See Mexica or Aztec

peoples

Díaz del Castillo, Bernal, xxv, , ,



diseases

in childhood, 

and epidemics, xxiv, , , 

as supernatural sanction, 

document analysis, xxiv–xxv, , ,



dogs, xix, , , , , , 

droughts or famines, , , ,

, , 

Durán, Diego, xxv, –, , , ,

, 

dyes or dying, –

earthquakes, , , , , 

eclipses, , 

education, –, See also calmecac

(priestly school); cuicacalli

(ritual practices school)

at calpolli (neighborhood) schools,

, , 

and formal schooling, xxi, –,

, , –

and informal instruction, , ,

–, , 

and priests as teachers, 

of merchants, , 

Ehecatl–Quetzalcoatl temple, , ,



elders

duties of, , , , , , 

emperor. See ruler (tlatoani) or

emperor

ethnographic analogy, xxiv

farmers. See also households

after Spanish conquest, 

lives of, –

prosperity of, 

farming. See also agriculture

and family life, –

feathers or featherwork, –,

See also artisans

craft, under Mexica, 

craft, under Spaniards, , 

demand for, –, , 

experimentation, 

glues for, –, , , , , ,



‘Moctezuma’s’ headdress, , ,

, 

mosaics, –

and Owner of Precious Feathers,



provenience, xxvii

quetzal bird, , , , , ,

, 

specializations, –

techniques, , , –

as tribute, –

tunics, 

workshops, –

fire, 

and childbirth, 

priest or tlenamacac, , 

ritual use of, , , 

tending of, , , , , ,

, 

fishing, , , 

floods, , , –, , 

Florentine Codex: General History of the

Things of New Spain, xxv, 

flowers

marigold, in childbirth, 

for rituals, xviii, 

and xochicaltzin (revered flower

house), 

foods or crops. See also names of

commodities

for feasts, , , –, 

introduced by Spaniards, , 

for military expeditions,

–

prices of, 

and protein, 

 Index
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as ritual offerings, 

staples, types of, xviii, –,

, , , 

surplus, , , 

and tortillas in diet, –, 

funerals. See rituals or ceremonies

gambling debt

as path to slavery, , ,

–, 

gardens. See also agriculture

kitchen or household, xix, ,

, , , , 

palace, , –, 

girls

duties of, , , , , , ,

–, , , 

gold or goldwork, , –, , ,

, 

dust, as money, 

and goldsmiths, , , –

goods or crafts. See also foods or

crops; names of commodities

as gifts, , 

imported, 

introduced by Spaniards, , 

raw materials for, , –,

–

selling of, 

and types of, xviii

types of, xix, –, , , 

Great Temple. See Templo Mayor

greenstone beads, xviii, , ,

, 

Guatemala, 

guilds. See also merchants; names of

commodities

defined, , –, 

Gulf coast, xv, , , , 

hair

animal, 

and barbers, 

of priests, , 

ritual aspects of, , 

styles, 

Hernández, Francisco, xxv, 

households

craft specialization in, 

defined, –

division of labor in, 

and domestic production, xix,

–, –

extended-family, , , 

possessions of, 

role of slaves in, –

and settlement hierarchy,

–, 

types of, , –

Huaxteca region or Huaxtec

peoples

and subjugation, 

and warfare, , , , –

warriors, 

Huehuetlan

conquest of, 

Huexotla, xviii

Huexotzinco

city-state, 

market, 

warriors of, , , ,

–, 

Huitzilopochtli

blood offering, , 

clothing, 

feast, 

feathered attire of, 

image, 

mythic battle of, xxii

priests, 

shrine or temple, , , –,

, , , 

as Tenochtitlan patron, 

war deity, , 

hunting

and types of wild game, xix, ,



Itzcoatl, 

Itzocan

slave market, , , 

as trading hub, 
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judges. See also law or legal process

lives of, –

kinship

aristocratic, 

relations, , 

labor and economy. See also

households, and domestic

production; slavery; slaves;

tribute or taxes

agricultural, –

and artisan relations, 

and dependent laborers, –,

, , 

coercive view of, , 

enslavement in, –

requirements of, –

specialization in, xix

and types of payment, , ,

–

Lake Texcoco, xvi

law or legal process

and courts, –, 

and enslaved people, –

introduced by Spaniards, 

and judges, xxi, , , ,

–, –, 

Mexica or Aztec, –

and political power, 

roles of the attorney or teplantlato

in, 

Spanish, –

sumptuary laws in, 

and types of crimes, –

Lewis, Oscar, 

life cycles. See also ‘Life Cycle’

sections in individual chapters

and age grades, xxv, , –, ,

–, , 

and household rituals, 

of the household, 

prenatal and newborn, 

and shared experience, xxi, , 

of warring states, –

López Austin, Alfredo, 

López de Gómara, Francisco, , 

López Luján, Leonardo, 

maguey

fibers, xix, , –

maize

cultivation, , 

kernels, for divination, 

mano and metate for grinding, ,

, , 

preparation, , –, ,

–, , , 

tamale seller, 

Mapa Quinatzin, , 

markets

and estimated attendance, , 

Mexica or Aztec, –

networks of, 

and schedules, , , ,

–, 

or tianquiztli, as public space,

–

marriage

Ahuitzotl’s bloodline in, 

and adultery, , , 

and slaves, 

duties of, xx, , , , , , 

newlyweds in, , 

residence in, 

Matlatzinco, , 

peoples of, xvi

Matrícula de Tributos, xxv

Maya, Classic, xv, 

medicine, herbal, xix

medicines

in childbirth, , , 

chocolate in, 

herbal, 

after Spanish conquest, 

and warfare, 

men

duties of, , , , , 

merchants

birthright of, xxi

dangers facing, , , , –,

, 
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death of, , , 

duties of, –, , , , –,



and guilds, –, 

hierarchy of, –, –, 

houses of, 

lives of, –

as pochteca, defined, 

and political power, 

profits of, , 

relations with artisans, , , ,



reputation of, , 

as slave dealers, 

after Spanish Conquest,

–

and specialized vendors,

–

as spies, , , , , 

wealth and status of, , –, ,

, , , 

women as, 

Mesoamerica

boundaries of, xv

Late Postclassic era, xvi, 

Mexica or Aztec peoples. See also

Aztec empire; Triple Alliance

culture change and resilience of,

–

emperor or tlatoani of, –

and Mexicano or Nahuatl

language, xiii

migration and settlement of, xvi,

, , 

military alliances, xv, 

names for, xv

and political life, in altepetl city-

states, xx

population density of, 

preeminence of, xvii

Mexico City, xvi, xxiv, 

midwives

duties of, –, 

names for, 

risks and dangers facing, 

under Spaniards, 

military. See also weapons or armor;

warfare, See also telpochcalli

(military school); warfare

casualties, , , , , 

conquests, Mexica or Aztec,

–, 

councils, 

estimated forces, , , 

hierarchy in, 

intelligence or spying, , ,

, –

lifestyle, –

preparations for war, –

summons or duty, –, 

training, , 

Morelos

census of, 

and papermaking, 

settlements in, 

slaves in, 

and weaving artifacts, 

Motecuhzoma Ilhuicamina

Ahuitzotl’s predecessor, , 

aristocratic code of, 

military campaigns of, 

reign of, , , , , 

Motecuhzoma Xocoyotzin

Ahuitzotl’s successor, , –

clothing of, 

coronation of, 

death of, 

emprisoned by Spaniards, 

military campaigns of, , ,



name variants of, xiv

palace of, xxvii, , 

and reception of Spaniards, 

reign of, , 

and relations with merchants,



Nahuatl language

mastery by Spaniards, xxv

pronunciation, xiii–xiv

speakers, xiii, xvi, 

and Spanish proficiency, 
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Nezahualcoyotl

palace of, 

reign of, , 

Nezahualpilli

reign of, , 

nobles or nobility. See also

commoners

and assimiliation by Spaniards, 

as consumers, 

duties of, 

education of, 

houses of, , 

and noblewomen, 

and polygyny, 

population estimates, 

wealth and status of, xviii, xxi, ,

, , , , 

obsidian

blades, , , 

knives, xix

macquauitl club, , , 

toolwork by farmers, 

trade goods, 

types of ornaments and tools, 

use in pregnancy or childbirth,

, 

Olmec civilization, xv

orchids, 

Otomí peoples

language, 

and Mexica–Aztec neighbors, xvi

as warriors, –, –

Otompan

market, 

Pacific coast, xv, , , , , ,

, , 

painter–scribes

and artisan relations, , 

assisting judges, , 

as census takers, 

duties of, xxiv, , 

as featherwork designers, , 

priests as, 

as writers, , 

painting

of ceramics, , 

face, for battle, 

of palaces, 

pigments for, 

palace life, –, See also names of

rulers

Papantla

battle of, 

market, 

paper

bark beaters, 

for books, xxiv, xxvii

for featherwork, 

ritual use of, , 

vendors of, 

patolli, , , , 

pottery or ceramics

and potter’s wheel, 

selling of, , 

techniques, –

vats and bowls, for featherwork, 

pregnancy or childbirth

and breastfeeding, 

death in, , –

and fetus, , 

as life crisis, 

and massage, , , 

practices, –

and umbilical cord, 

priests

Aztec–Christian relations, , 

duties of, –, –, ,

–

female, , 

hierarchy of, , –

lives of, –

observing the heavens, 

as painter–scribes, 

types of, 

as warriors, , , , , ,



wealth and status of, , 

pulque or octli

and feasting, 

intoxication, , , 
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as medicine, 

ritual use of, 

punishment

of children, , , 

of crimes, –

enslavement as, 

and jails, , 

of novice priests, , 

severity of, xxi, 

and slave collars, , , 

by strangling or beating, , 

for theft or cheating, , ,

, , –, –,



for treason, , 

pyramids

design of, –

quetzal birds. See birds; feathers or

featherwork

Quetzalcoatl. See also

Ehecatl–Quetzalcoatl

as creator, 

as Ehecatl avatar, 

and hierarchy, 

high priests, 

and offerings, 

Quetzaltepec

warriors of, –

Quilaztli

warrior mother goddess, 

rain or rainfall. See agriculture; Tlaloc

reciprocity

Aztec value of, 

and formulized exchanges, 

Relaciones geográficas, xxv

religion

Aztec–Spanish assimilation, 

and Christian conversion, , 

Mexica–Aztec beliefs and

practices, xxi–xxii

and political power, , , 

respect. See also conduct or morality

Aztec value of, , , , ,



and display of wealth, , , ,

, 

and disrespect for Aztec beliefs,



for elders, , 

greetings of, 

among merchants, , , 

among warriors, 

ritual specialists

female, , 

role of midwives as, –

tonalpouhque (reader of book of

days), , 

types of, 

rituals or ceremonies. See also

calendars; sacrifice, human;

names of specific rituals

annual cycle of, , –

and Aztec caches, xxvii

baptism, , 

bathing the newborn, ,

–

birth, –, 

burial or cremation, , , ,

, 

childbirth, 

coronation, , –, , , ,

, 

curing or divination, , , ,

, 

and day names, , , , 

death, xxii

and deity impersonators, 

funerals, , –, , 

Huey toçoztli, , 

and merchants’ feasts, , ,

–, –

mourning, , , , ,

–

and momoztli market shrine, 

naming, –

neglect of, 

Ochpaniztli, , 

Panquetzaliztli, , , 

private, xxi, , , , 

public, xxii, 
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rituals or ceremonies. (cont.)

songs and dances for, , , , ,

, , –, , , ,

, , 

Toçoztontli, 

Toxcatl, 

weddings, , , 

Royal Audiencia, 

Ruiz de Alarcón, Hernando, 

ruler (tlatoani) or emperor. See also

names of individuals

deified, 

duties of, –, , 

election of, , –

life of the, –

succession of, 

sacrifice, human. See also

autosacrifice; warfare

ceremonial, , , , , –, ,

, , , –, , 

estimates of, , , 

as impetus for military campaigns,



Mexica–Aztec practice of, xxii

of children, 

Sahagún, Bernardino de, xxv, , ,

, 

salt, , , , 

scribes. See painter–scribes

shields

feathered, –, –, 

feathered ‘coyote’, , , , 

for newborns, 

wooden, 

slavery

approaches to analyzing, 

understanding Aztec, –

slaves

African, 

‘bathed’, –, , , ,



‘bathed’ or tlaaltiltin, defined, ,

, 

buying or selling, , , ,

–, , , –, 

duties of, , , , 

female, , 

following Spanish conquest, 

lives of, –

numbers of, 

price for, 

status as domestic, or resident, 

status as domestic, versus ‘bathed’,

–, –

wealth and status of, 

social class

and punishment of crimes, 

and safety net, , 

social classes. See also commoners;

nobles or nobility

and aristocracy, –

and birthright, xxi

as caste system, 

and crimes or punishments, ,



and hereditary nobility, , ,



hierarchy of, , , 

and homogeneity, 

and jealousy, , , , –

and military achievement, 

perception of, 

and priesthood, 

and punishments, 

and sacrificial victims, 

and slavery, as nonhereditary, 

sorcery, 

Spanish conquest, xvii, xxiv, , 

and changes following, , ,



and impressions of conquistadores,

xxv, , , , 

and New Spain, 

and population collapse, 

Spanish Inquisition, 

speeches

on behavior, 

ceremonial, 

of elders, to pregnant women,

–

of midwives, –, 
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spinning

bowls and spindle whorls, 

equipment for girls, 

thread, 

tools and techniques, 

staffs

symbolism of, 

stonework

and mosaic workers, , 

mosaics, , , , , 

skilled, , , 

terrace walls, , , 

sweatbath or temazcalli

ancient and modern, 

in childbirth, 

in palaces, , 

in pregnancy, , 

Tarascan peoples, 

as warriors, –

Tehuantepec, 

telpochcalli (military school), , ,



telpochtli (god and king), 

Templo Mayor or Great Temple, ,

, , 

as axis mundi, , 

dedication of, 

excavations, xxvii, 

expansion of, 

shrines of Tlaloc and

Huitzilopochtli, 

size of, 

Tenayuca, 

Tenochtitlan, xiv–xv, xviii, xxi–xxii,

xxiv, , –, See also Templo

Mayor or Great Temple

army, 

defenses of, 

destruction of, 

genealogy of rulers in, 

market, 

merchants of, 

palace workers, –

population estimates, , 

sacred precinct, , 

Teopanzolco, 

temple, 

Teotihuacan, xv

growth of, 

laws in, 

Tepeacac

market, , , , 

Tepepulco

market, 

Tepoztlan, 

farming in, 

slaves in, 

Texcoco, xiv–xv, xvii–xviii, , , ,

, , , , 

market, 

military alliances, 

relations with, –

royal palace, 

rulers of, xxv, 

temple, –, 

textiles. See cloth or textiles

Tezcatlipoca, –, 

priests, 

Tizoc, , –

death of, 

and Great Temple, 

funeral of, 

military campaigns of, , 

reign of, 

Tlacaelel, 

Tlacopan, xv, xvii, , , , ,



market, 

military alliances, 

Tlaloc

agricultural rain deity, , , 

priests, –

shrine or temple, , 

tlamatinime (wise men), 

Tlatelolco

attack on, 

market, , , , , –,

, –

merchants, , 

temple style, 

warriors of, 
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tlatoani or ruler, xx

Tlaxcallan peoples, xvi, , , ,

, 

as warriors, , 

tobacco, , , , , 

as offering, 

use in childbirth, 

Tochtepec merchant colony, ,

–, , , 

Toci, 

patroness of midwives, 

Toltec peoples, xv

Tonantzin, 

and Virgin Mary, 

Totonac peoples, , 

Tototepec

warriors of, –

Townsend, Richard, , 

Toxcatl, –, –, 

trade or commerce

achievements in, xxi

and barter or money, xix, , ,

, –, 

centers, , , 

long-distance, , 

Mexica or Aztec, –

and profits, 

and religion, 

restrictions, 

routes, , , , , 

transportation

in Basin of Mexico, 

canoe, xviii, , , , ,

, 

causeways, , , 

and human porters, , , ,

, , , 

and wheeled vehicles, , 

tribute or taxes

amounts of, , 

and cloth production, 

as control, –

display of, 

and embezzlement, 

and looting, 

negotiated, 

paid by farmers, , , ,



paid in clothing, xix

payment of, , 

records, 

records of, xxv, 

records of, feathers as, 

and storage of goods, 

as subjugation, 

as subservience, 

types of, 

Triple Alliance

and Cholula, 

city-states, xvii, 

city-states, internecine battles of,

xvii, , 

military campaigns, 

Tula, xv

turquoise, 

diadem, 

masks, xviii, 

warfare. See also military; weapons or

armor

and captives, , , , , , ,

, , , –, 

captives, –

hand-to-hand combat in, , ,

, 

ideology of, –

legitimization of, –

and merchants, –, 

Mexica or Aztec, –

as scheduled yaoxochitl or ‘flower

war’, –

warriors. See also clothing; slaves;

warfare

captive, as ‘slaves’, , , , ,



and captives, –

and Quachic or Otomí rank, 

eagle or jaguar, , 

lives of, –

Mexica or Aztec, , , 

as profession, 

rank asQuachic or Otomí, –

 Index

www.cambridge.org/9780521516365
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51636-5 — Everyday Life in the Aztec World
Frances Berdan , Michael E. Smith 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

rewards of, 

wealth and status of, , 

wives of, 

women as, in childbirth, 

water supply

and aqueducts, , –

and canal irrigation, xix, 

weapons or armor. See also obsidian;

shields

miniature, 

provisioning of, , , , ,

, –

repair of, –, 

types of, –

weaving, xix, , See also cloth or

textiles; clothing; spinning

backstrap, 

equipment, 

instruction, 

skills, 

tasks, 

women

duties of, , , –, ,

, , 

lives of, –

writing systems, pictorial, xxiv, ,

See also books or codices;

calendars

Xicalanco, 

Xilonen, 

Xipe Totec, 

Xiuhtecuhtli, 

Xochimilco, xvi, , 

Xoconochco, 

Yacatecuhtli, , 

Yohualticitl, 

Yopitzinco, –

Zorita, Alonso de, ,

, 
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