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This volume presents for the first time an in-depth analysis of the
origins of Greek euergetism. Derived from the Greek for “benefac-
tor,” “euergetism” refers to the process whereby citizens and foreign-
ers offered voluntary services and donations to the polis, which were
in turn recognized as benefactions in a formal act of reciprocation.
Euergetism is key to our understanding of how city-states negotiated
both the internal tensions between mass and elite and their conflicts
with external powers. This study adopts the standpoint of historical
anthropology and seeks to identify patterns of behavior and social
practices deeply rooted in Greek society and in the long course of
Greek history. It covers more than 500 years and will appeal to
historians and scholars in other fields interested in gift-exchange,
benefactions, philanthropy, power relationships between mass and
elite, and the interplay between public discourse and social praxis.

MARC DOMINGO GYGAX is Associate Professor of Classics at
Princeton University and author of Untersuchungen zu den lykischen
Gemeinwesen in klassischer und bellenistischer Zeit (2001). His main
interests lie in ancient Greek history, historical anthropology, histor-
ical theory, and modern historiography.
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Preface

The origins of this book on Greek benefactors, rewards, and the institution
of euergetism go back to my earlier work on the development and evolu-
tion of the polis in classical and Hellenistic Lycia. Although the two
projects may seem to have little in common, my research on Lycia largely
relied on inscribed honorific decrees for benefactors. I soon became inter-
ested in such decrees not only as sources of local history but also as
manifestations of a universal institution in the Greek world. Euergetism
is key to our understanding of how the Greek polis negotiated both
internal relations between the demos and the elite and its relations with
external agents. My first step was to write a paper on euergetism in Lycia,
followed by a comparative essay on the two main scholars of euergetism,
Paul Veyne and Philippe Gauthier. I originally envisioned a book on
euergetism in the Hellenistic and Roman imperial periods, but when
I began work on it, I realized that a study of the institution’s origins was
needed.

The true beginning of this book is my 2003 article on euergetism and
gift-exchange, which marks the line followed in my subsequent research.
Since then, I have published a number of other articles on the subject,
which were reworked for this volume and are listed in the Bibliography.
Half of these articles were not written in English but in German, French, or
Spanish, which has limited their diffusion but has allowed me to think
about euergetism through different lenses. The latter consequence is also
a result of carrying out my work in places with different languages and
scholarly traditions: Barcelona (closely linked to Paris), Ttibingen, Berlin,
Berkeley, Washington D.C., and especially Princeton. I tried to learn from
each tradition, making the result a somewhat heterogeneous product that
corresponds to no particular “school.”

This is a historical study that adopts the standpoint of historical anthro-
pology. I do not mean by this that the book is partially based on the work
of social and cultural anthropologists dealing with gift-exchange. Instead,

xi
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xii Preface

I refer to the approach to history from which it is written. Specifically,
I seek to identify — beyond individual cases and exceptions — patterns of
behavior and social practices deeply rooted in Greek society and the long
course of Greek history. I look for regularities, continuities, and rules
underlying a wide range of human actions. My goal is not to isolate
ahistorical features but to analyze the role these more or less stable elements
played in the historical process and how their articulation with more
dynamic constituents triggered social change. Simplification is inevitable
in such an approach, but my belief is that in historical inquiry, a certain
degree of generalization is both possible and desirable. On the other hand,
the basis of the book is strongly empirical. At this level, I have tried to avoid
simplification; the reader will find substantial footnotes with many refer-
ences to literary and epigraphic sources and detailed discussion of docu-
ments. Since the evidence for the early stages of euergetism has not
previously been collected, I hope that this will be helpful even for readers
who disagree with my interpretations.

The first chapter begins with a case study that attempts to pose the major
questions discussed in the book as a whole, offering an explanation of the
main principles and structure of euergetism as we find them in the
Hellenistic period. This means that I begin with analysis, without narrative
and with a focus on the final stage of the process I seek to explain.
The chapters that follow, by contrast, are arranged in chronological
order and take the reader from the origins of euergetism in the archaic
age to fourth-century Athens and the transition to Hellenistic euergetism.
The result is an essay covering more than soo years and based on highly
diverse evidence: inscriptions, oratory, historical writing, poetry, plays,
philosophy. My purpose, however, is not to provide an overview of
a significant period of Greek history but to analyze the longue durée of
a particular aspect of it, the understanding of which requires detailed
knowledge of historical context. To attempt this for such a long period
has been one of the main challenges of the project. I apologize in advance
to specialists in any of these periods, types of documents, and literary
genres for the shortcomings they may discover here.

I have written for an audience of ancient historians and classicists, but
I hope this book will also appeal to scholars in other fields in the huma-
nities and social sciences interested in gift-exchange, benefactions, and
related phenomena (philanthropy, altruism, charity), power relationships
between mass and elite, and the interplay between public discourse and
social praxis. With this in mind, I have renounced use of the Greek
alphabet and have transliterated Greek words; proper names have been
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Preface xiii

Latinized. Quotations from Greek texts are given in English translation.
Most translations of literary texts are based on the Loeb Classical Library.
In the case of inscriptions, I have tried to use translations from easily
accessible collections such as Michael Austin’s and Stephen Lambert’s,
where available, to allow non-classicists to check the context of the passages
if necessary. Where not otherwise indicated, translations of inscriptions are
my own.
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