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Conventional literary history has virtually ignored the role of
newspaper syndicates in publishing some of the most famous
nineteenth-century writers. Stephen Crane, Henry James,
Rudyard Kipling, Robert Louis Stevenson, and Mark Twain
were among those who offered their fiction to “syndicates,”
firms which subsequently sold the work to newspapers across
America for simultaneous, first-time publication. This decentra-
lized process profoundly affected not only the economics of
publishing, but also the relationship between authors, texts, and
readers. In this, the first full-length study of this publishing
phenomenon, Charles Johanningsmeier evaluates the unique
site of interaction syndicates occupied between readers and
texts. He shows how the economic practicalities of the syndicate
system influenced the consumption and interpretation of
various literary texts, and through a wealth of historical detail
helps revise our understanding of what the term “literary
history” can legitimately encompass. He explores the vital role
the syndicates played in the professionalization of the literary
sphere; they constitute, he argues, a transitional moment
between the highly centralized literary publishers of the early
nineteenth century, and the emergence of mass-market maga-
zines which accompanied the growth of industrial capitalism.
Johanningsmeier’s study provides a literary and historical
context for understanding the ordinary reader’s response to
crucial developments in nineteenth-century writing.
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