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Markku Peltonen examines humanist and republican themes in
English political thinking between the mid sixteenth century and
the Civil War. He challenges the dominant view that humanism
fizzled out in the middle of the sixteenth century only to reemerge
during the 1650s in the writings of such classical republicans as
James Harrington and John Milton. The English never lost sight
of humanism as a political discourse. They continued to use such
deeply entrenched notions of the humanist tradition as the
virtuous civic life and wvera nobilitas throughout the period to
portray themselves as citizens and to characterize their life as one
of active participation rather than subjection.

In addition, early modern Englishmen resorted to more openly
republican themes. They often argued that a republican form of
government implemented in a highly successful manner the idea
of meritocracy. The classical idea of a mixed constitution also
exerted a profound influence on English political thought. Most
importantly, some theorists felt no qualms about employing the
central notion of republicanism — that governors should be elected
rather than hereditary. As well as excavating humanist and
republican themes, the study aims at locating their uses in their
proper historical circumstances.
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Edited by Quentin Skinner (General Editor), Lorraine Daston, Wolf Lepenies,
Richard Rorty and J. B. Schneewind

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions
and of related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that
were generated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within
the contemporary frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed
studies of the evolution of such traditions, and their modification by different
audiences, it is hoped that a new picture will form of the development of ideas
in their concrete contexts. By this means, artificial distinctions between the
history of philosophy, of the various sciences, of society and politics, and of
literature may be seen to dissolve.

The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation

A list of books in the series will be found at the end of the volume.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521496950
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521496950 - Classical Humanism and Republicanism in English Political Thought,
1570-1640

Markku Peltonen

Frontmatter

More information

CLASSICAL HUMANISM AND
REPUBLICANISM IN ENGLISH
POLITICAL THOUGHT
1570—1640

MARKKU PELTONEN
University of Helsinki

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521496950
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521496950 - Classical Humanism and Republicanism in English Political Thought,
1570-1640

Markku Peltonen

Frontmatter

More information

Published by the Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge cB2 rp
40 West 20th Street, New York, Ny 100114211, USA
10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, Melbourne 3166, Australia

© Cambridge University Press 1995
First published 1995
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress cataloguing in publication data

Peltonen, Markku.
Classical humanism and republicanism in English political thought,
1570—1640 / Markku Peltonen.
p- cm. —(Ideas in context; 36)
Includes bibliographical references.
ISBN 0 521 49695 0
1. Political science—Great Britain—History. 2. Humanism-Great
Britain-History. 3. Republicanism—Great Britain—History.
1. Title. 1. Series.
1a84.G7P44 1995
320".0941-dc20  94—44775 CIP

ISBN 0 521 49695 o hardback

Transferred to digital printing 2003

CE

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521496950
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521496950 - Classical Humanism and Republicanism in English Political Thought,

1570-1640
Markku Peltonen
Frontmatter
More information
Contents
Note on text page  viil
Acknowledgements ix
List of Abbreviations xi
Introduction: classical humanism and republicanism in
England before the Civil War I
1 Classical humanism restated 18
2  Classical republicanism in the margins of Elizabethan
politics >4
3 Civic life and the mixed constitution in Jacobean
political thought 119
4 Francis Bacon, Thomas Hedley and the true greatness
of Britain 190
5 Thomas Scott: virtue, liberty and the ‘mixed
Governement’ 229
6 The continuity of the humanist tradition in early
Caroline England 271
Epilogue 308
Bibliography 313
Index 348

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521496950
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521496950 - Classical Humanism and Republicanism in English Political Thought,
1570-1640

Markku Peltonen

Frontmatter

More information

Note on text

Original spelling has been retained throughout (except i/j and u/v in
quotations), with the exception of those editions I have used where
spelling has been modernized.

The year is taken to begin on 1 January.

The absence of any reference to women is, of course, due to the fact
there were no such references: all treatises cited were written by and
for an audience of men.
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