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Dr Savage seeks to understand the apostle Paul’s apparently contradictory
description of his ministry in 2 Corinthians as one in which power is
manifested through weakness: ‘When I am weak, then I am strong!” This
paradox becomes intelligible when it is understood that Paul’s critics were
influenced by a perspective which was the exact opposite of his: they
imbibed the self-exalting outlook of their contemporary world, while he
embraced the self-emptying gospel of Christ. Drawing from archaeological
data on first-century Corinth, this study is unique in establishing both the
secular underpinnings of Paul’s paradoxical language and the devastating
critique which that language offers on the general outlook of the first
century. Paul emerges as a radical foil to the spirit of the age.
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PREFACE

This monograph began its life as a doctoral thesis presented to and
accepted by the University of Cambridge in 1987. Since then it has
been revised and updated extensively.

Many people have cast a critical eye over this work at various
stages of its development and their suggestions and encouragement
have been invaluable. I am particularly grateful to my supervisor in
Cambridge, the Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity, Morna D.
Hooker, who enlarged my understanding of the cross of Christ in
Paul and helped me to see its implications for the Christian ministry.
I am also grateful to Mr A. G. Woodhead, a classical archaeologist
and life-fellow of Corpus Christi College, who carefully supervised
my work on first-century Corinth. My original readers, Dr Douglas
R. de Lacey and the Rev. J. P. M. Sweet, sharpened many loose
arguments and caught several errant details, as did Professor David
Hellholm and Dr Margaret E. Thrall, who read the manuscript in
preparation for publication. I wish especially to thank Dr Thrall
who agreed to include this work in the SNTS monograph series.
Several friends have provided important moral support: Dr Roy D.
Clements; Professor Murray J. Harris; Professor Harold W.
Hoehner; and the late Dr Colin J. Hemer. Mr Steven R. Laube
compiled the indexes with admirable patience and accuracy. To
each person, my debt is immense.

For the financial support which made the research possible I
would like to thank the Rotary Foundation of Rotary Inter-
national, the Tyndale House Council, Corpus Christi College, Cam-
bridge and, above all, my parents.

The encouragement which I have received from my mother and
father far exceeds the monetary. It was they who first challenged me
to explore the teachings of scripture and they who undergirded my
work with prayer. I trust this offering is worthy of their love.

Finally, I am grateful to my wife, Lesli, who unfailingly and
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without complaint put the demands of my research before her own
interests. Without her support, the monograph would never have
seen the light of day. For the abiding joy of her companionship I
offer my deepest and humble gratitude.
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The method of citation

Abbreviations of primary sources follow established usage: for
classical literature see LSJ and OCD, for Jewish material see JBL 95
(1976) 335-38 and for Philo and Josephus see LCL. Commentaries
on 2 Corinthians are cited by author only. All other books and
articles are cited by author and short title.
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