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In The Amateur Strategist, James DeNardo explores how the everyday
person reasons about nuclear strategy. His data reveal surprising patterns
of thinking on basic issues from the Strategic Defense Initiative, arms
control, and proliferation to the end of the Cold War. The book describes a
fascinating cast of players, including “Nice Hawks” like Ronald Reagan,
who wanted to give SDI to the Russians, and the “NIFFs,” whose procure-
ment rule, expressed simply, was: “If they have it, we don’t want it, but if
they don’t have it, we should get it.” To explain his remarkable evidence,
Professor DeNardo presents an innovative theory of intuitive deterrence
reasoning. He then confronts the theory with data from professional nu-
clear strategists. His sophisticated demonstration that professional strate-
gists reason like novices — that we are all Amateur Strategists — challenges
the intellectual foundations of modern deterrence theory, public opinion
studies, and game theory.
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