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Each volume of this series of companions to major philosophers
contains specially commissioned essays by an international team of
scholars, together with a substantial bibliography, and will serve as
a reference work for students and nonspecialists. One aim of the se-
ries is to dispel the intimidation such readers often feel when faced
with work of a difficult and challenging thinker.

Few thinkers have been so consistently misunderstood as Seren
Kierkegaard {1813-1855). Amongst the many myths that have at-
tached themselves to his work is the belief that Kierkegaard was an
irrationalist who denied the value of clear and honest thinking. The
truth is that Kierkegaard did deny the power of reason to uncover
universal and objective truth in matters of value, but in the current
philosophical climate there is nothing irrational about that.

The contributors to this companion probe the full depth of Kier-
kegaard’s thought, revealing its distinctive subtlety. The topics cov-
ered include Kierkegaard’s views on art and religion, ethics and
psychology, theology and politics, and knowledge and virtue. Much
attention is devoted to the pervasive influence of Kierkegaard on
twentieth-century philosophy and theology.

New readers will find this the most convenient and accessible
guide to Kierkegaard currently available. Advanced students and
specialists will find a conspectus of recent developments in the in-
terpretation of Kierkegaard.
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