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Preface

The appearance of three publications in 1980 and 1981 — A Bibliography of
Publications on Old English Literature by Stanley B. Greenfield and Fred C.
Robinson, A Microfiche Concordance to Old English by Antonette DiPaolo
Healey and Richard L. Venezky and ‘A Preliminary List of Manuscripts
Written orf Owned in England up to 1100’ by Helmut Gneuss — initiated
a crisis of sorts in the area of Old English studies. For the first time since
the inception of work in their field, scholars of the literature of the Anglo-
Saxon period were in a convenient position to consult the bulk of existing
research and lexical data pertaining to any topic that engaged their interest
and, if they managed to find the time, to strike out for new discoveries in
neglected manuscripts. The availability of this wealth of bibliographical,
lexical and codicological information had an immediate effect that was
somewhat stultifying. The quantity of material available for review on a
given point frequently threatened to preclude the completion of an
introductory paragraph, let alone an entire project. Greenfield and
Robinson, in their endeavour to include every book, note, article and
review relating to a given literary concern, had included much that was
second-rate, as they seemed to acknowledge with their prefatory quotation
from the Old English rendition of the Disticha Catonis: ‘feola writad menn
ungelyfedlices’ (‘people write many things which one ought not believe’);
the unlemmatized Microfiche Concordance would frequently distract users
with misleading homographs; and prospective consultation of a manu-
script described by Gneuss as containing, say, ‘Vitae sanctorum; Liturgica’
stood an even chance at best of turning up anything of note on a particular
devotional point.

An attempt has been made nonetheless in the course of the present
study to read as much of the existing research as possible, published and

ix
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unpublished, relating to Genesis A, Genesis B, Exodus and Daniel, and to the
Junius manuscript itself, while surveying a wide range of Anglo-Saxon
manuscripts for treatments of the biblical matter reflected in the con-
ventional titles of these engaging poems. Completion of this project thus
would not have been possible without the help of the following librarians:
Madeline Copp, Alison Sproston, D. J. McKitterick, Roger Norris,
Mildred Budny, Timothy Graham, Gill Cannell, Nicholas Bennett, Peter
McNiven, Martin Kauffman, Gary Menges, P. S. Morrish and Suzanne M.
Eward, among many others whose names I have failed to note.

My single greatest debt is to the following scholars whom [ have known
as teachers: the late Sherman M. Kuhn, Claiborne W. Thompson, Peter
Clemoes, R. 1. Page, Michael Lapidge, Patrick Sims-Williams, Simon
Keynes, H. R. E. Ellis Davidson, D. H. Green, Geoffrey Cubbin, James ]J.
John, Joseph Harris, Arthur Groos, Thomas D. Hill, the late R. E. Kaske,
Frans van Coetsem, Lee Patterson, G. Thomas Tanselle, Robert Hanning,
Joan Ferrante, Margaret W. Ferguson and Howard Schless. Special thanks
are due to D. N. Dumville, my Director of Studies at Emmanuel College,
Cambridge (1978-81), and to my Dissertation Supervisor at Columbia
University, David Yerkes (1986-90). When I read through this list of

names, I recall that ‘wyrd bid ful ared” — but I vacillate in my
interpretation of this aphorism (borrowed from Wanderer, line 5b). It is
true that things often turn out much as they should — ‘wyrd bid . . .

areed’ (‘fate is well-planned’) — but I would hate to think that the scholarly
approaches championed by my mentors will ever be exhausted fully
C. .. ful ared’).

I am delighted to acknowledge the continuing support and encourage-
ment of my colleagues in the Department of English at the University of
Washington — above all, Robert D. Stevick, David C. Fowler, Micedl F.
Vaughan, John C. Coldewey and Sally Mussetter and to the University of
Washington, which provided a generous award to assist in the typesetting
of a complex manuscript. I would also like to thank my eatly colleagues at
University College, Cork, for their camaraderie and advice during my
residence in Ireland from 1984 to 1986: Famonn O Carragain, Elisabeth
Okasha, Padraig o) Riain, M. C. Seymour, Donnchadh O Corrain and
Mdire Herbert.

The following individuals have also generously helped me at various
stages of my research: Neil Wright, Jane Stevenson, Eric Jager, John
Magee, Katherine O'Brien O’Keeffe, Patrick W. Conner, Patricia Conroy,
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D. S. Brewer, E. G. Stanley, A. S. G. Edwards, Robin Chapman Stacey,
James W. Earl, Robert Stacey, Stephen Jaeger, Eugene Vance, James J.
O’Donnell, Christine Rose, Paul Spillenger, Louise Bishop and Thomas
Stillinger. None of this work would have reached the press without the
encouragement and support of my parents, Frederick M. Remley, Jr and
Anne Gardner Remley. In particular, Anne Remley’s critical efforts in
reviewing draft versions of chapters saved me from many errors and
infelicities. Above all, I should acknowledge the contributions — editorial
as well as ecstatic — of my wife, Fiona Robertson Remley, for which I shall
be ever in her debt.

xi
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abstr. abstract

Acad. Academy
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AIUON Annali, Istituto Universitario Orientale di Napoli:
Sezione germanica
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Amer. America(n)
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Apc. Apocalypse, as ed. Weber, unless noted
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ASE Anglo-Saxon England

ASNSL Archiv fiir das Studium der neweren Sprachen und Litera-
turen
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Assoc. Association

Az Azarias, as ed. Farrell, unless noted

BAPr Bibliothek der angelsichsischen Prosa, ed. Grein ez 4/.

BGDSL Beitrige zur Geschichte der deutschen Sprache und Litevatur
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