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This book represents a new departure in Irish history providing
the first comprehensive examination of the role of women in
philanthropy in nineteenth-century Ireland. The author
focuses on the impact of religion on the lives of women and
argues that the development of convents in the nineteenth
century inhibited the involvement of lay Catholic women in
charity work. Sectarianism was a dominating feature of
women’s philanthropic activity and this is most clearly evident
in women’s work with children. The author also analyses the
work of women in areas of moral concern such as prostitution,
prison and temperance work. The book concludes by examining
the links between philanthropy and politics arguing that non-
conformist rather than Catholic women were to the fore in
reformist organisations which sought social and political change
in Irish Society. This study makes an important contribution
both to Irish history and to our knowledge of women’s lives and
experiences in the nineteenth century.
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