Cambridge University Press

0521470056 - Ambassador Frederic Sackett and the Collapse of the Weimar Republic,
1930-1933: The United States and Hitler’s Rise to Power

Bernard V. Burke

Frontmatter

More information

This book details a striking political relationship between American
Ambassador Frederic Sackett and German Chancellor Heinrich
Briining and their attempts to save the Weimar Republic, achieve
German nationalist goals, and thwart Adolf Hitler’s drive to power.
Sackett thought that financial policy was at the heart of German
problems and, unless resolved, could be the basis for Hitler’s success.
He was critical of the American corporatist policy that encouraged
American bankers in the private sector to loan large amounts of
money to the Germans. Sackett believed this policy was partly re-
sponsible for the German financial crisis and attempted to remedy it.
Very early in his tenure in Berlin, Sackett saw Hitler and the Nazis
as a serious danger to the Weimar Republic and to peace in Europe.
He considered Hitler a political agitator and demagogue who was not
fit to govern Germany. Imbued with a strong aversion to communism,
the American ambassador thought that misrule by incompetent and
inefficient Nazis would pave the way for a communist state. Al-
though at first he saw the Nazis as harbingers of worse to come, in
time he came to see Hitler as the real threat to democracy in Germany.
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Frederic M. Sackett. {Photo reproduced by permission of
The Courier-Journal)
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