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PREFACE

This book sets out to provide a short critical biography of Bellini,
seen in his historical context. Most of it rests on a fresh examination
of published sources. The one matter on which I have done a good
deal of new archival research is the identity of three people Bellini
associated with in Paris; so as not to clutter up the narrative, this is
dealt with in the Appendix. I have also drawn on my earlier research
into the Italian opera industry and the singing profession.

Such a book would not normally call for much if any annotation,
apart from the Appendix, where new matter, potentially controver-
sial, demands precise references. As the Introduction explains, how-
ever, the published evidence for Bellini’s career is flawed and some is
faked. This is the first book to challenge it radically - though only by
applying the normal methods of historical criticism. Where I deny or
cast doubt on the validity of supposed documents I need to give evi-
dence and reasons. This has meant some (at times long) notes,
which readers may choose to take in or not.

Quotations from Bellini’s letters are generally followed by the
date(s) of the letter(s) in brackets. This makes it possible to follow
up the sources in the collections listed in the Note on further read-
ing; nearly all are in Bellini’s Epistolario, ed. L. Cambi, Milan, 1943.

I have been considerably and kindly helped with information and
documentation by Lorenzo Bianconi, Peter Day, Salvatore Enrico
Failla, Simon Maguire, Pierluigi Petrobelli, and Alessandro Roc-
catagliati. My thanks to all of them, and to the librarians of the Bib-
liothéque de ’Opéra, Paris, and the Library of Performing Arts, New
York.
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