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This book analyses County Mayo in Ireland from the Elizabethan pacification of
the county to the first stage of the Land War in the nineteenth century. During
those three centuries the county was transformed from being a remote, isolated,
impoverished and hostile region of the country to being at the center of Irish
politics and integrated into an agrarian capitalist economy.

The book is divided into two sections. The first contains an analysis of the
county*pnon;m‘ "the Great Famine, and provides the foundation for a core/periphery
analysfs of Mayo's economic development and its impact upon popular politics in
the county. The second, employing a core/periphery analysis of the post-Famine
economic and political transformation of the county, demonstrates that the struc-
tural changes that gave rise to the Land War occurred more rapidly in central Mayo
than along its westemn coastline or eastern boundaries. This uneven development
helps account for both the initial strength and rapid disintegration of the land
movement in the county.
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Past and Present Publications

General Editor: PAUL SLACK, Exeter College, Oxford

Past and Present Publications comprise books similar in character to the articles in
the journal Past and Present. Whether the volumes in the series are collections of
essays — some previously published, others new studies — or monographs, they
encompass a wide variety of scholarly and original works primarily concerned with
social, economic and cultural changes, and their causes and consequences. They
will appeal to both specialists and non-specialists and will endeavour to communi-
cate the results of historical and allied research in a readable and lively form.

For a list of titles in Past and Present Publications, see end of book.
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